Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Sattratl College I,Uiiarj 




BKIGHT LEGtACY. 

One half the incumc <ram Ihil LcglCT. which wu 
received in iSSo under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
Df Wsltham, MasBachnsctta, is to be expended for 
Lle^ Library. The other half of the 




* 



c/fi. iMu^^ 



• 




;v ' 



\^7yi'a^c<^'^<^ce.^^ 



\ 



CINCINNATI; 

PUBLISHED BY J. W. ELY 
NO. 10 LOWER mai:ket stbebt. 

1840. 



/ 



%'■ 






^^. 



^**-^; 




^^^ 



V- 



a 



SKETCHES 



= OF . 

...■ ^ 

THE LIFE OF 

MAETIN VAN BUREN. 



Fnudent of tlie United States 



BY 

MOSES DAWSON, 

BOITOR OF THE CINCINNATI ADVERTISER AND WSSTERR 

JOURNAL. 



'*L9i ths lying lips be put to tfi/Mct."— Psalms. 



CINCINNATI: 

PUBLISHED BY J. W. ELY 
NO. 10 LOWER mai:ket stbebt* 

1840. 



N0Vr221920*" 



^, 



EirraBBD according to act of Congreflri in the year 1840} by 

J. W. ELY, 
in the District Clerk's Office of the District Court of Ohio. 



C IN INNA TI . 

STEREOTYPED BY SHEPARD & STEARNS. 

WEST THIRD STREET. 



«^/i 






PREFACE. 



At a time when faction has dJAred to go the 
length of printing and publishing a book, purport-* . 
ing to be the Life of Martin Van Buren, by Wm. 
M. Holland, which contains the falsehoods and mis- 
representations common to the newspaper press 
of that faction^ and none of which can be found in 
the book published by Professor Holland, it is 
high time that some friend of truth should come 
forward to the rescue of the character of that 
man, whose private conduct is not only unexGe{>- 
tionable, but highly praiseworthy — whose polkipal 
career has been consistent and patriotic, though 
perhaps viewed in a different light by those whose 
political sentiments are antagonistical to his. « 

The whole political course of the subject of the 
following Sketches, has been Democratic ; and > 
his exertions in propagating these principles and 
establishing systems upon them, have been, per- 
haps, more successful than those of any other in 
the state of which he is a native. Nor has his 
disinterestedness been less prominent than his 
success — he having on various occasions sacri- 
ficed self-interest to true patriotism. ) 

Justice to the individual, then, as well as reve- 
rence for and adhesion to his principles, which 
he has promulgated and established, requires that 
his course through liffe should be honestly and 
impartially laid before his fellow citizens, that- 
they may be enabled to form a correct judgment 
of the merits and character of the man. 

It is much to be regretted that the task has 
not fallen into abler hands. The writer there- 
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fore has considered it most proper to act more as 
a compiler than an author, and to collect for the 
inspection of the reader, as many of the speeches 
and the writings of his subject as possible, by 
which the principles of Mr. Van Buren may be 
the more correctly known and judged of. A 
careftil review of those documents, composing 
his reports and speeches, musi shew to the reader 
the principles and character of the man much 
more correctly than the highest eulogiums, drawn 
by the most eloquent panegyrists. 

It is, however, much to be regretted that time 
could not be taken nor space given, sufficient to 
make a full report of his many eloquent and 
deeply interesting speeches and addresses ; but it 
is hoped that eaoush has been given to convince 
the reader that a high order of talents, perseve- 
ring industry and disinterested patriotism, have 
distinguished this truly great man — and, what is 
confidently expected, that the exalted opinion and 
infdicit confidence, held of and reposed in him, 
by the greatest and best man the world now con- 
tains, will go far in recommending him to the 
support of those who have but an imperfect know- 
le^e of his character and principles. 

That the book itself will bo found very imper- 
fect, from the reasons above assigned, as well as 
from the precipitate manner in which it has been 
gotten up, there can be no doubt. For these im- 
perfeotious, the writer asks the indulgence of 
those for whose benefit aM information it has 
been compiled. As for the favors of the opposite 
party, we ask nothing ; for if it were perfect in 
all its parts, we eould not couciliate their favor. 
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'* Cincinnati, 4th June, 1840. 

•♦Sir— 

*» With sentitnents of the most profound reepect 
/bryour estimable character and esteem for your person, I 
take leave to approach you on the present occasion, and re- 
spectfully solicit your permission to dedicate to you the fol- 
lowing pages, entitled Sketches of the Life of Martin 
Van Buren, President of these United States. 

'* From a perfect conviction of the high respect and esteem 
which you entertain fot the distinguished individual whom 
the American people have elected to slicceed you in that of- 
fice to which you added so much lustre — an office the highest 
ill the world — ^that of Chief Magistrate of sixteen millions 
of people, free and independent — ^ihe Government of whom 
emanates from and is controlled by themselves ; and that you, 
consider it essential to the true interest of your beloved 
country that he should be re-elected, — and also being con- 
yinced, by more than three years' experience, that those glo- 
rious principles which you so faithfully and so successfully 
ciirried out during your Administr9.tion of the Governmcno 
fbr eight years, will be persevered in by him until the great 
desiderata, a sound constitutional currency be restored to this 
nation, and a safe and convenient system of collecting, keep- 
ing and disbursing the public revenue be adopted, I havo 
with all my feeble effort and slender abilities, endeavoi-ed to 
support and sustain his wise, prudent and energetic Adminis- 
tration of that Government. 

" Being well aware, however, that he is opposed by a power- 
ful and never sleeping faction, whose inordinate lust of power 
as well as grasping avarice, induce them to resort to every 
means, whether just or unjust, honorable or dishonorable, to 
defeat his election, and thereby circumvent the will of the 
people, I have thought it no less necessary than proper, and 
both proper and necessary, in a cheap and convenient publi- 
cation, to inform the people of the very great number of esti- 
mable services which Mr. Van Buren, for more than thirty 
years, has rendered to his country — and to defend him, as 
far as I am capable, from those vile slanders and misrepre- 
sentations with which it appears necessary for the factious 
and unprincipled party now in the field to assail him. I have 
therefore been induced to solicit the honor of having your 
pemiission to dedicate the work to you, whose name unci 
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<inaractar stand highest in the esteem, the veneration and the 
love of a grateful and admiring people. 

** That you, sir, with renovated health and vigor, may livp 
many years to bless your country with your sage advice, as 
well as to enjoy those honors which are so justly your due, 
is the constant prayer of, sir, 

" Your faithful and obedient servant, 
''MOSES DAWSON. 
** Majoe General JACKSON, 

'* Ex-President of the United Slates:^ 



" Hermitage, Juwe 10th, 1840. 
**Mt Dear Sir— 

" Your letter of the 4th inst. is just 
received, and 1 hasten to reply to it. You judge of my feel- 
ings and wishes coiTectly with regard to the re-election of Mr. 
Van Duren. I do believe that the perpetuation of our Re- 
publi«;an system and our glorious Union depend upon it: — 
Therefore it is with pleasure I give you permission to dedi- 
cate the woric you allude to, to me. 

*' Great injustice has bop > done to Mr. Van Buren's politi- 
cal and private character by the reiterated but refuted slan- 
ders propagated against hira — reiterated by demagogues and 
charlatans for political effect. Therefore I am happy to 
learn that you are about to do him justice in a permanent 
form, that the rising generation and posterity may form a 
a proper knowledge of the truth — be able to form a correct 
opinion of him, and to render to his character that meed of 
justice which his virtues so well deserve. 

^ With ray kind regards, 

*' 1 remain your friend, 
" ANDREW JACKSON 

« MOSES DAWSON, Esq.." 



Aii;reeably to the kind permission, contained in the forego- 
ing letter of reply, the following Skf$tches of the Life of 
Martin Van Buren, President of the United Stales, are most 
respectfully dedicated to Andrew Jackson, the greatest man 
as a horo, a patriot and a citizen, the world now contains. 

By his most faithful and obedient servant, 

MOSES DAWSON. 

Cincinnati^ Ohio, June 16^, 1840. 



LIFE OF KARTm VAN BTJREN. 



Martin Van Buren, now President of the 
United States, first drew breath in the village of 
Kinderhook, in the county of Columbia, and State 
of New York. His father, Abraham Van Bu- 
ren, an honest and respectable farmer, derives 
his origin from one of those families of Holland- 
ers, who at an early period settled in that part 
of the continent called by those emigrants, New 
Netherlands, now the State of New York, ob- 
taining that name from one of those arbitrary 
Grants, emanating from the tyrants of Europe 
who dared to deal out the property of other men 
in other countries by what is unjustly, unholily 
and profanely called, "the right of conquest." 

The respected mother of Mr. Van Buren was 
also of Dutch descent — she had T>een twice mar- 
ried — ^her first husband Mr. Van Alen, had, by 
her, two sons ; to one of them, James J. V. Alen, 
the present Mr. Van Buren owed much of his, 
success in his early education and legal studies ; 
he, Mr. Van Allen, having been distinguished as a 
member of the Convention that amended the 
Constitution of the State of New York in 1802 — . 
surrogate of the county of Columbia — a member 
of Congress — a judge of the county court, and 
afterwards surrogate of the county at his death. 

Mr. Van Buren was the eldest son of his father 
—his birth was on the 6th of December, 1782, 
consequently was when he stepped into the Pres- 
idential chair, 64 years and nine months old. — 
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8 LIFE OF MARTIN VAN BUBEN. 

He, in early youth, discovered great preco- 
city of genius and understanding, which enabled 
him to make the best use of the education he 
received — the rudiments of his education he re- 
ceived at the academy of his native village which 
he left at the age of 14 years, and then at 
that early age commenced the study of the law. 

At an uncommonly early age Mr. Van Buren 
was distinguished for his .talents in eloquence and 
literary composition ; and those qualities he im- 
proved to a high degree during his progress in 
life, as well in his former pursuits as in his course 
as a politician and statesman. 

Mr. Van Buren, the elder was a sound Whig of the 
revolution, lived a Democrat and died in the faith 
in 1814 — he nurtured his son in the same princi- 
ples and had the satisfaction of living to see him 
arrive at the distinguished honours awarded to 
him, both as a Lawyer and Statesman, never for a 
moment deviating from the principles which his 
young mind had imbibed from his respected father. 

His splendid talents as a writer and a debater, 
soon recommended him to the Democrats of the 
day, and he was much employed in writing as 
well as speaking in defence of their principles. 

During the time of his preparing for the Bar, 
Mr. Van Buren was much engaged in the various 
contests between the parties, always on the side 
of Democracy, and many severe castigations 
have the Federal party had at his hands even 
before he was admitted to the bar. He regular- 
ly attended all political meetings and took an active 
part in their proceedings as well in speaking as 
in the exercise of his p 'n, and in most cases waa 
successful. 
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Af the age of 18, while a student at law, he 
repesented his native town, in the Conventioa 
of t\e counties of Columbia and Rensselaer for 
the mrpose of nominating a candidate for rep- 
reseitative in the State Legislature, and during 
his ninority, ho possessed the confidence of his 
fellov citizens, frequently serving them in the 
santli capacity. 

M-. Van Buren passed the last year of his 
studBs as a law student in New York city, in the 
offici of Mr. P. Van Ness, who was a native of 
Columbia county, and had distinguished himself 
both as an eminent lawyer and a leader of the 
Repiblican party. 

A» an advocate and a politician, Mr. Van Buren 
had obtained in his own county a character, 
which recommended him to the respect and 
particular attention of Mr. Van Ness ; by which 
he secured to ' himself the best opportunities of 
improvement as well in his studies of the law as 
in forming his political character. Here he join- 
ed an association of young gentlemen of the 
profession, who held frequent meetings for the 
discussion of legal questions, and occasionally 
those of political economy — and soon exhibited 
such talents for debate and sound argument in 
those discussions as to command the esteem and 
respect of his seniors in the profession, who 
could perceive that his legal and political career 
would be both brilliant and rapid. 

Through Mr. Van Ness, the young aspi- 
rant for fame, became acquainted with the then 
Vice President of the United States, the celebra- 
ted Aaron Burr ; who being acquainted with the 
display of talent he had made in his native 
county^ and no d^ubt having formed an opinion 
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of his rapid rise in the political world treited 
him with the highest respect and esteem. '\ 

When Mr. Van Buren arrived at the agOi^f 
21 years, he was admitted to the bar and be- 
came a pleader in the supreme court of 
New York — and took up his residence in his 
native town, in order to his pursuing the p*ac- 
tice of the law. Here he formed a partier- 
ship with his half brother by the mother's ade, 
Mr. James J. Van Alen, who had become a dis- 
tinguished man both as a lawyer and politicim. 

As competitors in the profession, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren had to contend with some of the most emi- 
nent and able members of the bar of Colunbia 
county, in which William W. Van Ness, (whoyas 
afterwards promoted to the supreme bench) 31i- 
sha Williams, J. P. Grosvenor, Jacob Van Rens- 
selaer, and other highly distinguished practit.on- 
ers were the principal — and stood at the top of 
the profession in the State. 

At this time 1803, Mr. Van Buren had consid- 
erable difficulties to encounter in consequence of 
the stand he took in politics, as a member of the 
Democratic Republican party, and in opposition 
to the Federalists, between which parties a con- 
siderable degree of party rancour existed. 

The election of Mr. Jefferson in 1 800 in which 
Mr. Van Buren, young as he was, at the time^ 
bore a conspicuous part, had established the prin^ 
ciples of Democracy in our Government — and 
two years experience under the administration 
of that apostle of Democracy, had gone far to 
convince the people that they were not their own 
worst enemies, a favorite doctrine with tjie Fed- 
eralists, but that they had the capacity of gov- 
erning themselves ; — and that d»one of thft cal- 
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ambes which had been predicted by the Feder 
alilKBy on the event of Mr. Jefferson being plao 
ed in the chair of State had occurred or were 
e^n likely to occur, the Democratic cause gain 
e< strength every day — as well then, the spirit 
o: party as of professional riv«ilry, the young law- 
y-r had to contend with, and nothing but the 
sjLendour of superior talent, both as lawyer and 
plitician, could have carried him through. For 
t( use the words of a distinguished writer, the 
volence of party spirit was extreme throughout 
tie country. The state of New York was fear- 
filly agitated by its influence ; and in the county 
(f Mr. Van Buren's residence, political discus- 
ions were carried to the greatest extremity. — 
The administration of the Federal Government, 
lad then passed aAer a considerable struggle 
into the hands of the Democratic party ; but it was 
by no means certain that this ascendency would 
l)c of a long continuance. In the county of Co- 
lumbia the Federal party had long held the reins 
of power by a considerable majority. The land- 
holders in Kindcrhook had, like the aristocracy 
of other countries, who derive their property 
from inheritance and not from their own exer- 
tions and industry, arrayed themselves against 
the principle of self government, and adopted 
those of Adams, Hamilton, Ames, Knox, and 
other Federalists of revolutionary times, gave 
every possible opposition to a Democratic Repub- 
lican Government, and most anxiously hoped that 
the Baronial privileges would be enjoyed by 
them that had for so many ages operated in the 
Feudal countries in Europe — and therefore they 
viewed the extension of popular rights and priv- 
ileges with jealoufty and alarm — and they viewed 
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every talented man in the Republican ranks a an 
enemy, and denounced him as a designing d^a- 
gogue who cajoled and deceived the people in o^er 
to promote his own interest or aggrandizement 

The talents and energy of Mr. Van Bui$n 
very soon attracted their attention and thiy 
feared as well as hated him — his eloquencetit 
public meetings in the cause of popular rights ad 
the great literary ability displayed in his puUc 
disquisitions filled them with terror and dismay— 
they soon found the effects of his speeches ad 
his written addresses upon the public mind ; pl- 
litical information was by them disseminata 
among the people, and the spread of Federal do^ 
trincs was greatly impeded and circumscribed — % 
give a different turn to his course and to detaci 
him from the Democracy, therefore, became s 
desideratum with the FederaHsts of Columbia 
county and its neighborhood, and the gentlemai! 
with whom he studied law being one of the prin- 
cipal leaders of the Federal party^ he as well 
as his early partner in business, most sedu- 
lously set to work to induce him to withdraw 
from his Democratic connexions. They argued 
with him the danger of those Jacobinical princi- 
ples, as they called those held by the Democrats, 
getting a footing in the colmtry ; and they held out 
before him the splendid fortune that awaited him 
if he would change his political creed and join 
in with the federalists who composed the elite of 
the community ; and who were so much more 
able than the Democratic rabble to better his for- 
tune and raise liis reputation to the highest or 
der in the State. 

All their attempts to effect this purpose \ver4 
rendered abortive ; he met all their argiimenti 
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with a firmness and- ingenuousness better calcula- 
ted to msike them Democrats than theirs to make 
him a Federalist. The exertions which they 
made to effect his conversion, seemed to operate 
upon his mind, as just so many reasons that he 
should not comply with their desires, but on the 
contrary, that he should double his diligence and 
exertions in the cause of Democracy ; and firmly 
fixed In the Democratic principles instilled into 
his mind by his respected and much beloved fath- 
er, he became their apostle rather than their de- 
serter, — so that his Federal friends soon found 
that their efforts towards his conversion were 
fruitless and vain — and they gave up their at- 
tempt at conversion in despair. 
'* With all the manly pride of conscious recti- 
tude and virtue, unpatronized by the great, and 
devoid of fortune, he made his ^vay, by close ap- 
plication to his business, the strictest moral con- 
duct, and consequent success in his profession. 

It is not however to be supposed that ho had 
no difficulties to encounter. Those difficulties 
were great, but his course through life, so far, 
has proved that they were not unsurmountable. 
Yes, virtuous, honest, talented as he was, he had 
the jealousy of professional rivalry as well as poli- 
tical rancour and hostility to contend with. Ho 
was caluifhniated, personally abused, and his po- 
litical tenets denounced as being c(?lncidenl with 
tbbSe of Robespierre, Marat and other distinguish- 
ed jacobins of France ; and was held up as the 
friend of anarchy confusion and aggrarianism 
by those who could not prevail upon him to de- 
sert the cause of the people, and who had extoll- 
ed his taleiits in the his^hest degree so long as 
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they had hopes that they would be able to seduce 
him from the support of the popular cause ; but 
when they found that all Iheir arts were vain, 
and that he was too sincerely, too enthusiastical 
ly devoted to the Democratic cause, they turned 
round upon him, reviled and vilified him, as a most 
dangei*ous , enemy to the country and her in- 
terests. 

Among* those with whom Mr. Van Buren had 
to contend at the bar, as well as in other respects, 
was a man of splendid tolents both as a lawyer 
and an orator, the late Elisha Williams. This 
gentleman was a rigid Federalist, and opposed 
Mr. Van Buren in his political career, and also 
in his profession. In both positions they stood at 
the head of their respective parties. » 

n.When Mr. Van Buren left Kindefhook and re- 
moved to Hudson, there he found resident, his 
formidable rival in his forensic as well as his po- 
litical pursuits, and for some years the courts of 
Columbia county were distinguished above many 
others by an exhibition of superior talents, by 
those two eminent and highly talented advocates 
in law, and by their efforts in promotion of the 
pSnciples espoused by each. 

Here we take occasion to quote from a highly 
respectable gentleman, remarks made by him on 
the qualifications of those distinguished gentlemen 
and we presi^me there is no man better qualified for 
the task of discrimifiating batween the merits 
of those two luminaries of the day, tlian the 
honorable Benjamin F. Butler, late attorney gen- 
eral of the United States. 

"Never," says Mr. Butler, "were two men 
more dissimilar. Both were eloquent*; but the 
eloquence of Williams was declamatory and exci- 
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ting ; that of Van Buren insinuating and deliglit* 
ful. Williams had the livlicr imagination— 
Van Buren the sounder judgment, "nie former 
presented the strong points of his case, in bolder 
relief, invested th^m with a more brilliant 
coloring, indulged a more unlicenced and magni- 
ficent mvective, and gave more life and variety 
to his arguments by his peculiar wit and inimita- 
ble humor ; but Van Buren was his superior in 
analyzing, arranging and combining the insula- 
ted materials, in comparing and weighing testi- 
mony, in unravelling the weh of intricate affairs, in 
eviscerating truth from the mass of diversified and 
conflicting evidence in softening the heart and 
moulding it to his purpose and in working into 
the judgments of his hearers the conclusions of 
his own perspicuous arid pei:suasive reasonings.*' 
. That the contests between those distinguished 
individuals were conducted on the spirit of can- 
dour and principles strictly honorable we have 
the testimony of the same highly respectable 
gentleman in the following words. 

/* Notwithstanding the firmness of their politi- 
cal collisions, their professional business was 
conducted in a spirit of unbounded liberality 
and chivalric confidence. Legal technicalities 
were entirely disregarded and everything that 
related to the mere form of proceeding was 
accommodated by each to the wishes and conven- 
ience of the other.' The tendency of a contrary 
mode of conduct io beget controversy and mis- 
take, even between friends is sufiiciently obvious : 
It is therefore a crowning fact, one that reflects 
honor, not only on themsielves but upon the pro- 
fession they adorned, that, thfe courts, were 
neVer tronmed with a single special motion 
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growing out of their conduct as practitioners, that 
no complaint of unfairness attempted, or advan • 
tage taken, or courtesy withheld, was evejr pre- 
ferred by either, and that each has since borne 
ample testimony to the generosity and good faith 
by whi^h he was treated by his adversary." 

This frosm a man of the character and standing 
of such a man as Benjamin F. Butler, is honour- 
ble to the character of those honourable gentle- 
men. 

There was one point in the character and dis- 
position of Mr. Williams, which induced Mr. Van 
Buren to be assiduous in the study of the profes- 
sion — and that was Mr. Williams' relying on the 
resources of his capacious mind and his powers of 
declamation, rather neglected the deep study of 
the law, and depended upon his talent for decla- 
mation for carrying his point; of this disposition 
his rival took advantage, and he applied himself 
most sedulously to the study of the principles of 
his profession, by which he always had more in- 
fluence with the court, as it could more implicitly 
rely upon the profound knowledge of the law 
which he had exhibited, than on the flowery or 
witty flashes of the eloquent Williams. And 
though the latter was sometimes more influential 
with the jury, Mr. Van Buren had more, weight 
with the court. 

The study of the characters of these two gen- 
tlemen brought fresh to the mmd 'of the writer of 
those remarks a circumstance which came to his 
knowledge relative to the great orator, John P. 
Curran, and the late Wm. Sampson of New York, 
in which the former made the following declara- 
tion to a select party of friends, on the. name of 
the latter being incidentally mentiox^ in his al>- 
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sence by a friend. " The world,'' said the orator, 
** gives me credit for the gift of the gab— but as* 
to sound knowledge of law, and the principles of 
jurisprudence, I am no more to Sampson, than the 
commonest declaimer at the bar is to myself. In- 
deed I know of very few wbo are his equals.'' 

That Mr. Van Buren greatly profited by this 
coarse of study, his great success at the bar gives 
ample testimony — and gave him immense advan- 
tage over his rival — yet studious and industrious 
as he was, he had neither the appearance nor the 
habits of a book worm. He mixed. in society with 
freedom and sociability, and was always lively, 
cheerful, and without the gloomy morosencss of 
the mere black letter student. He read exten- 
sively, but his readings were by the midnight oil, 
not at times to be seen and observed by men ; yet 
perfectly correct and sober in his associations — 
never giving way to even an approach to intem- 
perance, he was fond of company, but an enemy 
to excess in any shape whatever. There are but 
few men who have passed through the dangerous 
periods of youth, who can boast of escaping the 
seductipns of pleasure and dissipation, of steering 
so completely clear of all kinds of excess incident 
to young men of his standing — ^in short, his moral 
character stcuids unexceptionable. And whilst other 
young men were indulging in pleasure and dissipa- 
tion, he employed his leisure hours in deep study 
and in improving his mind by reading and close 
application to literature and science, at hours 
when hiscotemporaries were indulging in pleasure 
or reposing in their beds. His competition with 
the most eminent professional men of his day was 
so sucoessful as speedily to give him a standing 
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Qqual to the highest and most celebrated civilians 
of the Union. His progress was so rapid, that in 
1815, at the age of 33, he was appointed by a De- 
niocra;tic Legislature to the office of Attorney Gen- 
eral of the state of New York. 

'^ Among such competitors,^ (Thosmas Addis 
Emmet, Elisha Williams, Jno. Wells and others,) 
says Mr. Butler, <^ it was impossible to acquire, 
and still moie so to maintain, a factitious reputa- 
tion. Mr. Van Buren^s was based upcm materials 
the most durable. Gifted with a large share of 
good s^ise, with a quickness of apprehension air 
most intuitive, with a nice discrimination and 
great accuracy of judgment, and illustrating these 
qualities by powers of reasmiing and oratory, 
rarely surpassed, he was peculiarly qucdified for 
the discussion of those varied and complicated 
questions of law and of fact, which were so often 
presented for discussion in our highest tribunals. 
It was accordingly in the management of impor- 
tant cases in the superior courts that his most 
successful efforts as an advocate were made. 
"Whether before a jury or the bench, he partic- 
ularly excelled in the opening of his subject. The 
facts out of which arose the questions for discus- 
sion, the nature of those questions, and the mode 
in which he intended to treat them, were always 
stated with sreat clearness and address. In the 
exposition of his argument, he was equally copi- 
ous and difiusive, presenting his case in all its 
lights, and bringing to bear on it every consider- 
ation which would tend to elucidate its merits or 
cover its defects. His style and manner were ju- 
diciously adapted to the charajcter of his subject, 
and of his hearers; sometimes direct and argu- 
mentative, and at others discursive and impassion- 
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ed; but even in the management of the most 
abstruse legal topics, he was able, by the perspi* 
cuity of his statements, the aptness of his illustra- 
tions, the vivacity and force of his tone and ges- 
ture, and the felicity of his whole manner, to 
excite and retain the undivided attention of all 
classes of his auditors. 

No <me was better qualified to speak with ability 
and effect upon little, or without any preparation, 
but no one could be more careful or laborious in 
his preparatory studies. We mention this for the 
purpose of reminding the junior members of the 
bar, that if they would emulate and equal the 
successful career we have delineated, they must 
rely not on genius nor on general knowledge or a di- 
versified experience, but on the surer aids to be 
derived from a perfect acquaintance with their 
subject and a careful premeditation of what they . 
are to say." 

Thus far we have gone in this hasty sketch of 
Mr. V€ua Buren as an able jurist and accomplished 
orator. Were we to indulge our own feelings by 
going more at large into his character as a law- 
yer, we might occupy more pages than is intended 
this little book should contain; but as the limits 
we have prescribed will not permit us to dilate 
much upon this part of his character, we shall 
only quote one other short extract from a report 
of a speech made by him in the court for the cor- 
rection of errors, in a case involving the question 
of the policy of imprisonment for debt, in order to 
shew his opinions, and his humanity upon that 
question, so early as 1812, when he was first ad- 
mitted a sitting member of that court. 

" Permit me," said Mr. Van Buren, " most res- 
pectfully to examine with what propriety it can 
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be alledged that escapes of this description are so 
fttr against the policy of the statute, as to render 
the construction of the court below proper and 
necessary. As it has been truly remarked, this 
statute was passed for humane purposes; it was 
among the first concessions that were made by 
that inflexible spirit which has hitherto maintained 
its hold upon society, authorizing imprisonment 
for debt. Coeval with the authority of imprison- 
ment for debt, have been the exertions of men of 
intelligence, i*eflection and philanthropy, to miti- 
gate its rigour; of men who viewed it as a prac- 
tice fundamentally wrong, a practice which forces 
their fellow creatures nom society, from their 
friends and their agonized families, into the dreary 
walls of a prison j which compels them to leave 
all those fascinating endearments, to become in- 
mates with vermin ; which confines them within 
the same walls which contain the midnight incen-^ 
diary and the ruthless assassin; not for crimes 
which they have committed, nor for frauds which 
they have practised upon the credulous and un- 
wary; (for such distinctions are not made,) but 
for the misfortune of being poor; for being unable 
to satisfy the all-digesting stomach of some raven- 
ous creditor; of men who looked upc«i the practice 
of confounding virtue and vice, and destroying the 
distinctions between guilt and innocence, which 
should be unceasingly cherished in every well 
regulated government." 

* This extract shews most clearly that Mr. Van 
Buren was the strenuous friend of the poor man, 
and the eloquent advocate of the oppressed against 
the oppressor — that this relic of barbarism, im- 
prisonment for debt, was abhorrent to him, and 
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that he waa one of the earliest fidTOcates for its 
aJbolitiaa in the United States. 
. It is not a little remarkahle, that the President 
and Vioe President of the United States, at this 
day^ should have heen hoth so anxiously engaged 
in the cause of humanity, and that from states so 
fax asunder, those aposUes of humanity should 
have met in Washington to occupy the first and 
second place in the government of the great Amer* 
ican people. It is a coincidence not less surpris- 
ing than agreeahle to the reflecting mind of every 
true friend of humanity, that Martin Van Buren, 
President, and Richard M. Johnson, Vice President 
of the United States, should he called at the same 
time to preside over the destinies of this great 
and populous nation. 

It is such men who deserve the suffrages and 
the confidence of a free, a magnanimous and hu- 
mane people-— it is only such men that should be 
sought for to fill those highly responsible ofidces; 
and sincerely do we pray that none other than 
such may ever he so exalted. 

One of the distinctive boundaries which divide 
the two great political parties of this great nation 
at the present day, is that for which the one conr 
tends, and the other repudiates — ^that the people 
are, or are not, capable of governing themselves. 
One party, and that much the largest, holds that 
by means of a representative government the peo- 
ple are not only well qualified to govern themr 
selves, but that any other mode of government is 
a most violent usurpation; not only contrary to 
natural and imprescriptible rights of the people, 
but destructive of their true interests, personal 
safety and general well-being. They also hold 
that whatever mistakes may bo made by a popu- 
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lar governm^t^ahd however frequently they may 
^o wrong, they are still in a state df* prc^ressioii 
in the knowledge of government, and therefore, 
can profit by their own mistakes. Like all other 
arts and sciences, that of government must bid 
leaxnt gradually and progressively. A man c6Xk 
no more become an able and accomplished archi- 
tect, without the atudy and the practice of the 
art, than he can become an able legislator or a 
governor without both study and practice,^ and 
though it is not necessary that all men should be 
practical legislators, yet it is necessary that every 
man in the community should become so much 
acquainted with the science of government, as to 
be able to form a judgment of who among his fel- 
lows are^best qualified for performing the duties 
incumbent upon men who undertake to act as 
legislators and governors. Adopt the principles 
held by the minority, that the people are not quali- 
fied to govern themselves, and that, from their ig- 
norance of the principles of government, they are 
not only disqualified, but they are their own worst 
enemies, and therefore it is their best interest to 
submit to the government of those who assume to 
be the better informed, and those who have made 
the science of government their peculiar study*-^ 
adopt this principle, we say, in its ihll extent, and 
within a short period indeed, we would be reduced 
to that state of degradation which the Federal 
party have assigned to the great majority of the 
people at the present day — ^too ignorant to under- 
stand their own best interests, and too capricious 
to be intrusted with even providing materials for 
their government. 

That this is the feeling of the aristocratic lead* 
era of the Federal party, nal^etter evidence need 
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be required than the fact of that party having 
i^esorted to such means to gull and deceive tlie 
people as to the qualifications of their present can- 
didate for the Presidency of the United States. — 
Who would, upon any other principle than ^aud 
and deception, attempt to put forth a candidate for 
an office so high and responsihle, upon the mere 
strength of havine commanded a few hundred 
men upon expeditions of a trifling nature, com- 
pared with great military operations — and what- 
ever success attended them, or talent displayed by 
that commander, it appears he required the written 
certificate of his subordinates, who could not im- 
pugn their Creneral without sufiTering a loss of fame 
themselves. And the other modes resorted to aro 
still less creditable to those who support, him, and 
stand a disgrace to the country. Their attempt 
to falsely represent their candidate as a poor, hard 
working man, tho' he never knew what poverty was 
and never performed a single hour's manual la- 
bour in his life — ^how steeped in ignorance and 
credulity must these men take the people to be, 
when they think to impose upon them poverty, 
labour, and living in a log cabin as the best quali- 
fications for a President of the United States. — 
Were the great American people, than whom per- 
haps there is not such an intelligent, judicious 
community on the face of the earth, sunk as deep 
in ignorance and barbarism as the serfs of Russia, 
or the wandering hordes of Tartary, they could 
not be treated with more contempt than that with 
which the Federal party are at present treating 
the intelligent and virtuous people of these United 
States. 

Of the eight Presidents elected by this people, 
but two have been enainent as military chieftains, 
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and were not recommended for the office because 
they performed labour upon a farm, or lived in a 
log cabin. Not one was either a ploughman or a 
thrasher — ^two of them were military men, whose 
deeds in arms required no certificate in writing, 
other than the records of history; and both dis- 
played talents of a superior order as politicians* 
and statesmen — all the others were preferred 
for their talent^ as statesmen alone, and not (or 
being either soldiers or ploughmen. 

What then, but the reliance upon the ignorance 
and stupidity of the people could induce the Pcd- 
eralists of these times to impose upon them a can- 
didate whom they falsely represent as living in a 
log cabin, and earning his bread by the labour of 
his hands; which, if true, could be no proper re- 
commendation, but being entirely Ainfounded in 
fact, is wicked as well as absurd and ridiculous, 
but still is incontcstible evidence that the Federal- 
ists believe that the mass of men are not only in- 
capable of governing themselves, but that they are 
so exceedingly stupid and so credulous, that noth- 
ing is easier than to deceive them, and make them 
swallow any, even the most palpable absurdity. 

Now every day's experience shews most clearly 
that in this the persons deceived are the deceivers 
themselves — ^thcy shew that they know not the 
people — that they mistake knowledge imd intelli- 
gence for ignorance and credulity. They are not 
aware of the capability of the great mass of the 
community for forming a just estimation of the 
principles of government, and the talents and 
character of men; and though they may not ajl 
be capable of being practical legislators, they are 
able to form a correct judgment of those who are 
well qualified among themselves for being so 



IdFX OF JUSTIN VAN BUBBN. 26 

This reaiapk is ii6t oonfined to the people of this 
fsounury, but esteads to those of others, eren those 
who are under ^be iron Fole of absokite and arbi- 
trary power. WiUiess the improivement in knowi- 
Odge and the re^rmations in government, whidi 
are in such rapid prepress in idmost every coun^ 
try of the old world. However alarming this 
iact may be to those who assume to have been 
born to rule the less knowing and less intelligent, 
H is a fact which is attested by every day's expe- 
rience, and of which those would-be rulers will 
006 and ail be ooavinced sooner or later, and that 
the issue of the present contest will hasten to ef- 
fed that ocHtviction, no intelligent observer of 
passing events can deny. 

It has been asserted that a people would have 
a better chance of being well governed by a he- 
reditary governor, than to take their governors 
from among themselves by election — ^that the 
judgment of the mass of the people is so imperfect, 
so defective, that they are as ready and as likely 
to choose the worst as the best man for their ru- 
ler. This argument, more beccmiing the dark 
ages of the world than these enlightened times, 
has lately been put forth by the Federalists, but 
spurned at by the honest Democracy of the Union, 
who abhor all such absurd, such wicked d^trines. 
In the ohoice of their rulers, the people may be 
occaiBionally mistaken — ^they may b^ deceived by 
the blaze of' brilliant talents or the professions of 
consummate hypocrisy, but this deception cannot 
last Icmg; they socm nwke the discovery, and they 
having the remedy in their own hands, the change 
can socHi be made, and others better adapted to the 
pttipoRse intended, and more willing to carry out 
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the will of their constituents, will be elected. And 
in such cases, the very exercise of the judgment 
of these constituents improves their minds, and 
renders them more capable of judging of what is 
best for themselves, and the benefit of the coun- 
try. These are not the stupid dolts that can be 
led astray by the hypocritical cry of" Bald Eagle," 
"Log Cabin," "Hard Cider," and "Military 
Chieftain." 

The popularity of the subject of this sketch was 
never founded upon any such unmeaning excla- 
mations, but upon his intimate knowledge of the 
character and disposition of the people, and of 
those measures which tend most to the promotion 
of their interests. He has always been, since his 
outset in public life, devoted to that true and gen- 
uine principle of Democracy, which holds that all 
power originates with and emanates from the ]>eo- 
ple; and that all government should be created by, 
and administered for, the benefit, the protection, 
and the preservation of the people. ' 

This fundamental principle has always been 
contended for by Mr. Van Buren, and supported 
by the utmost efforts of his capacious and power- 
ful mind. It pervades all his speeches and writ- 
ten disquisitions on political subjects. It is a 
principle of which he never loses sight; and so 
constantly has he adhered to it, that in no instance 
can it be discovered to have been departed from 
during his political life. As a representative in 
the legislature of his native state, as a Senator in 
Congress, as a Grovernor, and as a Vice President 
and President of the Union — to this glorious prin- 
ciple he has most rigidly adhered. And so happy 
baa he been in acting in perfect unison with the 
wUl of the people, that he at this moment has no 
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enemies, no opponents, but among those who are 
opposed to that importcmt, and no less important 
thfiui popular principle. We must, however, be 
understood to make this latter assertion in a quali- 
fied sense, for we are not unaware that there may 
be some among his opponents, who aifect to hold 
the same doctrine; but they will be found to be 
among the many who have been deceived by the 
leaders of the Opposition, who, though they hold 
not the doctrine themselves, have contrived to de- 
lude their followers into the belief that he does 
not adhere to the doctrine, or that his conduct 
contradicts his creed. 

This, however, is one of those slanders uttered 
and propagated by his opponents, in order to low- 
er h{m in the estimation of the people; and a more 
ill-founded calumny has never been uttered against 
any man in existence. Mr. Van Buren's princi- 
ples are identified with those of the Democracy, 
and are so perfectly congenial with them, that 
though he may to the superficial observer appear 
to be the leader, he is merely the representative 
of 4;hose great principles which predominate 
throughout the Democratic mass of our fellow 
citizens. i 

So perfectly congenial to, and identified with, 
the principles of the Democracy, has been the 
whole political life of this great man, and which 
has given him a popularity with, and influence 
over the public mind, that, as if he had acted on 
the people by some spells of a supernatural kind, 
he has had from his opponents the epithet of 
" Magician " — an epithet that, while it shews it- 
self to be suggested by envy and malice, yet pays 
its object the highest compliment, as being an ad- 
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mission of that popularity which is not less the 
ol:gect of the malignity than the fears of his 
enemies. 

While Mr. Van Buren was a student of his pro- 
fession at his native town of Kinderhook, he took 
an active part in the canvass which terminated in 
the elevaticm of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency in 
1801. In this canvass he bore a conspicuous pcurt, 
young as he was — ^between 18 and 19 years of 
age — and his exertions in the cause gained fer 
him the esteem, the respect and the confidence of 
the Bepublican party in that town and neighbour- 
hood; and such was the high estimation in which 
he was held at that early age, that he was elected 
a delegate from Kinderhook to the convention ot 
the coimties of Rensellser and Columlna, for tho 
purpose of nominating a representative to the 
legislature of New York. 

At the conventi(Hi he also figured conspicuously, 
and the preparation of an address to the district 
on that occasion was committed to him; and the 
trust was faithfully executed. An able address 
was written, which had a most important and in- 
fluential efiect upon the people to whom it was 
directed. 

During his minority, he was the constant and 
assiduous attender of all political meetings in that 
neighbourhood, and as he grew in years, he in- 
creased in populc^rity and in the confidejice of his 
fellow-citizens. His amiable deportment and 
strictness of moral conduct secur^ lor him the 
love as well as the respect of those to whom he 
was known. 

When he arrived at the age of 81, and conse- 
quently became an elector in 1804, his maiden 
vote was given to Morgan Lewis for Grbvernor of 
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the State, who, in opposition to Aaron Burr, who 
was the other candidate, and was supported bj 
many of the most ardent of his (Mr. Van Buren's) 
friends; but no influence of theirs could prevail 
upon him to desert his principles and vote for the 
man who, though professing to be a Democrat^ 
had opposed the metisures of Mr. Jefierson''s ad« 
ministraticm, and who had proved himself by hm 
actions to be more the enemy than the friend of 
the true principles of Democracy. 

His vote upon this occasion offended some of his 
warmest friends, and detached them from him for 
a short period. 

Mr. Van Buren became the strenuous friend 
and ardent supporter of that worthy and valuable 
patriot, Daniel D. Tompkins j and that gentleman 
being taken up by the Democratic party as candi- 
date for Governor, was enthusiastically supportedj 
by Mr. Van Buren, who saw in him the mirror, 
reflecting the principles of Democracy with the 
greatest lustre ; and was elected by what was then 
considered a large majority — above 4000 votes. 

In 1810 he was equally ardent in the cause 
of his friend Tompkins, with whom he had agreed 
most cordially in all political questions then under 
discussion. 

In the year 1808 Mr. Van Buren was appointed 
Surrogate of Columbia county — and in 1813, the 
Legislature removed him on account of his Demo- 
cratic principles, the Federalists having that year 
gained the ascendemcy in the Legislature. This 
was one of the most violent and aggravated in- 
stances of Federal intolerance and persecution ■ 
that has been known. The duties of the office 
were performed with the most strict fidelity, an4 
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with talent superior to what had heea prerioosly 
known; bat the aristocratic spirit must be indulged, 
and the spirit of intolerance, which has always 
c^stinguished that selfish, mischieYous faction, was 
in that case exercised against a man whose official 
and moral character was unexceptionable, and he 
became the victim of a disgraceful persecution by 
a party whose bowlings have been loud and long 
against the very principles which they never fail 
to exercise when they have the power, and that 
in every instance without exoepHon. 

The support rendered by Mr. Van Buren to the 
adiTiinistration of Mr. Jeflersori during the whole 
of its existence, was as ardent and eflective as that 
lie gave at his election. With every measure and 
movement of that great man he most heartily ac- 
cjorded. The great Democratical principles, the 
iy^h'h of which was the life and soul of that admin- 
istration, he most heartily concurred in, and sup- 
|)orted. The non-intercourse law — the embargo, 
and all the other measures taken for the protec- 
tion of the rights, the liberties, and the property 
of the people, he approved of and concurred in. — 
He could not be intimidated by the threats ox the 
revilings of faction; he could not be cajoled into 
opposition by the wiles and stratagems of friends, 
nor by the denunciations of a corrupt press. His 
principles he could not be prevailed upon to vio- 
late or depart from in the slightest degree. 

His support of the administration of Mr. Jefler- 
son was not confined to a cold and inanimate ap- 
proval — it was. zealous, enthusiastic and effective. 
The principles of the man held up as those upon 
which the very life-blood of Republican Democrat- 
ic institutions — ^his political speeches at public 
meetings — his reports, addresses, and other com- 
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^positions <»i'pablio af&irs, were written m that 
tiervous style, at the same time with that dose 
logical reasontng which distinguishes ail his puh* 
lie documents. • 

His defence of the casting vote given by the 
then Vice President, Geo. Clinton, in 181 1, against 
the re-charter of the Bank of the United States, 
was a most powerful e&oriy and proves most dearly 
that his opposition to a United States Bank is no 
new sentiment of his; and when the friends of the 
Bank found themselves bafBed in Congress, they 
applied to the Legislature of New York for a 
charter of a Bank, with six millions of capital, to 
be located in the city of New York ; to be called 
the Bank of America. And to induce the Legisla- 
ture to grant the charter, a bonus of |^00,000 
W€fcs offered, and a proposal made to lend to the 
state two millions of dollars on the most favour- 
able terms. To all these flattering terms those 
consistent and incorruptible patriots, Clinton and 
Tompkins^ gave their decided opposition; and Mr- 
Van Buren, well knowing that the Democracy of 
the Uni<Mi as well as of the State was opposed to 
the system of incorporating Banks, most fully cor- 
roborated the opinions of those worthy patriots. 
And at a convention of the Democrats of the coun- 
ty, he prepared a string of strong resolutions 
against the measure, and supported them with an 
eloquent and powerful speech on the occasion, 
proving most dearly that the propositicm, if car- 
ried into efifect, would be destructive of the public 
interest and well-being. This great effort had its 
(bsired efect up<m the minds of the convention; 
the resolutions were passed unanimously and by 
acdamation. 
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The project, however, was not given up by the 
projectors — ^it was brought before the Legislature^ 
and in the spring of 1812, great apprehensicRia 
were entertained that, by bribery and corruption, 
the bill would pass. And it is believed that the 
country was at that time saved by the firmness of 
Grovemor Tompkins, who stepped forth to the res- 
cue, and prorogued the Legislature from March to 
May, which, under the constitution then existing, 
he had the power to do. On the Legislature being 
re-assembled in May, the bill was brought up, and 
passed the Senate by a majority of three, not with-. 
out strong suspicions of foul play. It however 
eventually failed, and owing to the firmness of the 
Governor, did not become law. 

In November of this year, Mr. Van Buren took 
his seat in the Senate of his native state. He had 
at his election a powerful and influential opponent 
in the person of Edward P. Livingston, whose 
family was extensive and powerful in political 
connexions-*-add to this, he haxi to contend not 
only with the whole strength of the Federal party, 
but with many of those who had been rsmked with 
Democrats, such as Aaron Burr, Governor Lewis, 
and the other defeated projectors of the Bank of 
America, the latter having exerted themselves to 
the utmost in order to defeat his election. The 
reader will perceive that the animosity of Banks 
and Bankers is not of a late date with Mr. Van 
Buren. The election yyaa carried on with the 
greatest possible energy and even violence — ^more 
so than any that had been ever before known. — 
Notwithstanding the powerful combination of. 
wealth, talent and high party spirit, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren was elected by a majority of about 200 — ^twenty 
thousand votes having been given. And thus we 
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have brought him into the Senate of his own state 
at the early age of 30 years, his seat in which he 
took in November, 1812, being perhaps the 
youngest man that ever took a seat m that body 
at that tiixie being under dO vears of age. 

The course pursued by Mr. Van Buren in the 
Senate at that time becomes the more interesting 
to the reader, in consequence of the calumnies 
which have been propagated against him by the 
Federal Whig party, as to the part he took re- 
specting the war, which had been declared in the 
month of June previous. 

To give a fair, true and impartial a statement 
of the proceedings of the sutjject of our sketch, we 
will lay before the reader the remarks of the be- 
fore quoted gentleman, who had good opportuni- 
ties of knowing well the circumstances of the 
case — one whose character places him above all 
suspicion of partiality or undue favour tov/ards 
any man. As a sound and unwavering Democrat, 
an honest man, and an accomplished gentleman, 
no man in this Union stands upon higher ground 
than Benjamin F. Butler, late Attorney-<&neral 
of the United Sta,tes. From a letter of his to 
flugh A. Garland, Esq., of Virginia, we give the 
following extracts relating to Mr. Van. curen^ 
support of Dewit Clinton m 1812, for President 
of the United States, and also to the war then 
commenced; in both of which cases the Federal- 
ists have propagated calumnies, with intent to 
injure the character of Mr. Van Buren with the 
Democracy of the country, and with great injus- 
tice, as the reader will find, on the perusal of th# 
extracts which follow. 
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KSTRACTS. 

*^The Republican members of the Legislature of. 
New York, elected in the spring of 181 1, resolved 
during their session in the spring of 1812, to meet 
in convention for the purpose of nominating a 
candidate for the Presidency. Their numerical 
strength in the two houses was nearly one hun- 
dred. Of this number 87 met in convention on 
the 29th May, 1812, and imanimously nominated 
Mr. Clinton; who, on being informed of the nomi- 
nation, accepted it. Mr. Van Buren was not then 
a member of the Legislature, nor was he in any 
way connected with those proceedings. He how- 
ever concurred in the propriety of supporting the 
nomination thus made and accepted — and at the 
session of the Legislature, held in November, 
1812, in conjunction with the majority of the Re- 
publican members of each branch, he took a deci- 
ded part in the support of the election of Presi- 
dential Electors, who were voted for as friendly to 
Mr. Clinton, and who ultimately gave him the 
vote of the state. 

*'The Republican members of the Legislature 
of 1811-12, who brought forward Mr. Clinton 
as a candidate, had been themselves nominated 
and chosen by the Republican Electors of the 
several counties and districts, in the manner 
usually adopted in New York, and were consid- 
ered the representatives of the Democracy of 
the state. They and their constituents had sup- 
ported the administration of Mr. Jefferson, and 
that also of Mr. Madison, in all the great ques- 
tions connected with the policy of foreign rela- 
tions. The great mass of them, so far frbm be- 
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Ing Opposed to belligerent measures against Great 
Britain, were in favour of a more decided policy 
than had been pursued towards heiu 

*'In regard to Mr. Van Buren, this was pecu- 
liarly the case. There was probably no person 
in the state, of his own age, who had given a 
moreeflScient support. to the general government, 
during the whole period of the restrictive sys- 
tem, than he had. His cotemporaries of all par- 
ties in the county of his residence might i)e 
applied to as witnesses on this point. He was 
an open and decided advocate of all the strong 
measures proposed against Great Britain during 
the session of 1811-12, the war included. Hav- 
ing been born and raised in the same town — 
having been from July, 1812, until after th© 
peace, an inmate of his family, I am able to 
speak on this subject from personal knowledge. 
No man of character, acquainted with his course 
and opinions in 1812, will venture to assert that 
he ever expressed a doubt as to the justice of 
the war, or the expediency of engaging in it at 
the time it was declared. 

"In supporting the nomination of Mr. Clinton, 
Mr. Van Buren consulted what he believed to 
be the wishes of the Republicans of his state. 
His eflforts, however, were confined to New York. 
With those made by the friends of Mr. Clinton 
in other states, he had no concern. And though 
in the choice of Electors, Mr. Clinton received 
the votes of the Federal members of the Legis- 
lature of New York, and was also supported by 
that party in other states, Mr. Van Buren's re- 
lations to it was entirely unaltered. The hos- 
tility towards him by the Federalists as a party, 
in the' county in which he resided, was as de- 
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okied aad as violeiit during the year 1812, as 
k had been before or was ever afterwards* In 
deed, it has never been withdrawn nor suspended, 
firom the cooimenoejoient of his political career 
to the present day. Oecasiomd exceptions might 
be made in regard to individuals, but not enough 
to vary the general result. 

^Upon the whole, it is subnutted to the judg- 
ment of intelligent and candid i^oen, that whether 
the support of Mr. Clint<»i was right or wrong, 
there is nothing in the mere fact of that support, 
under the circumstances stated, to sustain the im? 
putation of opposition to the war." 

As has been stated, he took hs seat m the Se* 
nate in November, 1812. Until the adoption of 
the new constitution in 1821, the Governor, in- 
stead of a message, delivered a speech to the Le- 
gislature, at the opening of each session. An 
answer was made to the speech by each House^ 
in which the views of the majority upon the pro- 
minent political questions of the day were set 
forth, and thus made the subject of discussion 
before any legislative measures in respect to 
them were matured. Committees were appointed 
to prepare the answer, a majority of whom, it 
was supposed, would be most able and willing 
to present faithfully the views of the minority 
of their respective houses; and the strongest 
man in the minority was generally selected to 
ofier a substitute. Though this was Mr. Van 
Barents first appearance in any legislative body, 
he being, with a single exception, perhaps the 
youngest man that had, up to that time, beea 
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elected to the JSenate, he was placed upon the 
Committee and prepared and reported the aa^ 
swer to the Govemor^s speedi. This answer was 
puhlished hy hi9 friends on the occasion referred 
to. It vindicated the justice of the war, and ad^ 
vocated its vigorous prosecution. This, you will 
observe, was at the very session at which electors 
friendly to Mr. Clinton were chosen. 

At the ensuing session of the Legislature, which 
conun^aoed in January, 1813, the political rela- 
tions previously existing between Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Van Buren, were dissolved, and never again 
resumed. The disastrous results of the prece- 
ding year, had then begun to press heavily (m 
the country, and especially on the state of New* 
York. Her course in respect to the war became 
therefore a matter of the first importance. Mr. 
Van Buren, from the commencement of his legis- 
lative career, gave to all war measures the most 
decided support. Independently of his speecliea 
and votes on the floor of the Senate, he took a 
leading part in the renomination of Governor 
Tompkins, and was appointed by the meeting to 
prepare an address to the Republican Electors in 
support of the nomination. In this paper he went 
at large into the cause and grounds of the war, 
and vmdicated with much force of reasoning, and 
with all the fervour of youthful patriotism, the 
indispensable duty and high justice of the mear 
sure. In a recent compilation of Mr. Bmmons, 
which you may have seen, you may find copious 
extracts from this address. No man I think can 
read them without a decided conviction of the wri 
ter's sincerity and zeal. 

In April, 1813, Governor Tompkins was re* 
4 
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elected ; but the Federalists obtained a majority 
in the House of Assembly. During the next ses- 
sion of the Legislature, which commenced in 1814, 
Mr. Van Buren was again conspicuous during the 
war ; and, as the popular branch was in the hands 
of the opposition, the course of the Senate became 
doubly important. 

He assisted in carrying through the Senate se- 
veral measures intended to aid the General Go- 
vernment in the prosecution of the war, which 
were rejected by the other House ; £uad, in the pub- 
lic conferences to which the differences between 
the two Houses led, was one of the principal 
speakers on the part of the Senate; At the spe- 
cial session of the Legislature of New- York, held 
in Sbptember, 1814, his efforts, though not. move 
zealous, were more efficient and useful — the De- 
mocratic party having regained their ascendancy 
in the Assembly. This session had been con- 
vened by Executive Proclamation, in consequence 
of the new character which had been given to the 
war during the year, and the exposed condition 
of the state. 

The answer of the Senate to the speech of the 
Governor, again prepared by him as chairman of 
the Committee, and which you will also find in 
the compilation of Mr. Emmons, re-affirnied the 
justice of the contest on our part; adverted to the 
eventful nature of the crisis, its dangers and its 
duties, and pledged to the state and union the ac- 
tive co-operation of the Senate. I think that on 
perusing it, you will agree that it was in keeping 
with the character and exigencies of the times. 

During the special session, Mr. Van Buren ma- 
tured, brought forward and defended in dobaln, 
several war measures of the strongest characier 
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Of th^ae the most prominent Was an act to autho- 
rise the raising of troops for the defence of the 
state, which passed both Houses, and being ap- 
proved by tlie Governor, became law on the 24th 
of October, 1814. It authorised the Governor to 
place at the disposal of the General Government 
12,000 troops for two years, to be raised by suita- 
ble dassi£cations of the militia of the state; but 
with such improvements in its details as to avoid 
many of the irregularities and other objectionable 
features of the former system of militia drafts. 
This law has been truly characterised by Col. 
Benton, in his late letter to the Mississippi Con- 
vention, as the most energetic war measure 
ever Euiopted in this country. In the Legislature 
it encountered the most strenuous opposition, 
which v/as continued after the adjournment of that 
body, and until the restoration of peace. A copy 
of it, soon after its introduction, was delivered to 
Mr. Munroe, then Secretary of war; and it seems 
to have suggested to that gentleman some portion 
of tlie plan submitted by him to Congress, in his 
Report of the 15th October, 1814. 

At the ensuing session of the Legislature, which 
commenced in January, 1816, Mr. Van Burea 
again took the lead in support of the war, and was 
actually engaged as chairman of a Committee ap 
pointed on his motion to consider whether any 
additional provisions were necessary to carry the 
classification law into immediate and successfiil 
operation in the deliberation of that Committee, 
when the news of peace was received at the seat 
of Government." 

The above extract, from a source so reputable, 
and corroborated by documents that were pub- 
lished i(»ig before the subject of them was a. can' 
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didate for the Pre^^dency, and interwoven into tke 
history of the country, places the &ct of Mr. Van 
Buren having been before, at the oommencem^at 
and daring the whole course of the war, its' zeal- 
ous advocate and firm supporter, both as to its jue- 
tioe and existence — is a full oonftitation of those 
slanders which have been so generally published 
by the Federal Whig papers throughout the anioB| 
that he was opposed to the war, denounced it as 
being << impolitic, unjust and unnecessary,^' and 
declaring that the Government of the United 
States had no constitutional power to call the mt- 
litia from their respective states, to carry it on. 
Let the authors of such infamous calumny read 
the above extract, and hide their heads in shame 
and remorse for its propagation: Let them at 
least preserve the semblance of honest void candid 
men — come out and disabuse their insulted read* 
era, whom they have thus attempted to deceive by 
the publication of what has not the smallest ves- 
tige of truth to support it. 

The enemies of Mr. Van Buren have asked — 
"Where was Mr. Van Buren during the war, 
when Gfen. Harrison was fighting the battles of 
his country?" The above extract is a conclusive 
answer to the questicm, and was written and pub- 
lished before it was asked. It shews that he was 
at his post as an intelligent and highly talented 
legislator, advocatmg tho justice and necessity of 
the war, and assiduloosly employed in providing 
the means of carrying it on. And farther, he was 
thus employed lon^ after General Harrison re- 
signed his commission and refused to fight any 
more of the battles of his country — and for what? 
Merely because he U>ck it into his heml that lie 
had heea traduoed at the sei^ of Government.-^ 
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Like a child tifed of its rattle, he laid down the 
truncheon and retired in disgust to his farm, at the 
most critical period of the war, and when his 
country had the greatest occasion for his services. 
Let the impartial reader judge of the patriotism 
and actual value to the country of the two men, 
and make an estimate of which of the two best 
deserves the confidence of the country. 

But we have another remark to make while on 
• thissubject: And in our turn we ask the friends 
and supporters of the Federal Whig available can- 
didate, where some of them were when Mr. Van 
Buren was straining every nerve in support and 
in defence of the war? Where was oue of the 
most prominent of his supporters, Daniel Web- 
ster? Not expecting a true nor perhaps any an- 
swer, we answer for him: He was in Congresr, 
denouncing the war as unjust, unnecessary and 
ruinous to the country. He was laboring with all 
the vigor of his capacious mind in opposition to it; 
he was actively employed, in and out of Congress, 
to prevent the means being raised to carry it on — 
he was endeavoring to prevent loans to be effected, 
and appropriations to be made for its expenses- 
he used his utmost exertions to starve the brave 
men who were on the frontiers, contending with 
the powerful army of Britain and her savage al- 
lies : he was thus giving virtual encouragement to 
thq exercise of the tomahawk and the scalping 
knife, and would have laid open the country to the 
cruelties of the ferocious Indians, and to starve the 
navy, and the army commanded by Harrison ; and 
is now haranguing the people on the blessed Sab- 
bath, calling on them to elect to the Presidency 
that same man who he would have rejoiced to hear 
4* 
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had fallen the Tictim of hunger and fatigae, witb- 
oat a morsel to eat or a blanket to cover him— 
who would have rejoiced to hear of him and his 
army having be^i burnt at the stake by the sa- 
vages. This is the man who denounces Mr. Van 
Bnren, and would hance the people exalt to tho 
place he occupies, him whom he doomed to the 
greatest of all human miseries, death by hunger 
and nakedness. 

Who, we ask, are the enemies of Mr. Van Ba- 
ron, and the supporters of Grencral Harrison? Are 
they not to bo found among the most bitter ene* 
mies of the war? the fri^ids and sustainersof 
both the foreign and domestic enemy? the Woe- 
light Hartford Conventionists? the fraudulent 
mnkcr? the stock gambler, the money changers 
and the Judases who have deserted theii country 
and liave joined her greatest, because her do- 
mestic enemies? Yes, these are the supporters of 
General Harrison — ^these are the men who are 
now busily employed in passingoff upon the peo- 
ple as a Jeiiersonian Republican the man who is 
and has been a Federalist of the John Adama 
school, and who has himself acknon^ledgcd he felt 
firmly attached to the measures ^£ both the elder 
and the younger Adams — ^the man who, by his 
ngnature as Governor of Indiana, enacted a law 
siu^ecting the poor man, confined in jail for fines 
or costs of suit, to be sold into slavery ibr the mo- 
ney to pay those fines and costs; and, if he would 
dare to abscond before the time of service ex- 
pired, to have him whipped at the cartas tail, and 
his absent time made up by serving double the 
'time he was absent. 

What Democrat, who knows the man — ^would 
any csan, recommended by Daniel Webster or 
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Jacob Burnet, notorious Federalists, as a JeSer* 
sonion, the first named having endeavoured to 
the utmost to destroy the country by submission 
to British dictation, and using all his power and 
influence in Congress to vote down the appropri* 
ations for the support of tho navy and army^and 
the other travelling through the state a pettifog- 
ging lawyer to defend delinquent militia, sued for 
the penalties of their delinquency in taking their 
tour of duty in defence of their country. Are 
these the men whose certificates will be taked for 
the democracy of General Harrison? Most as- 
suredly the people will not take the certificates of 
any such men. 

but to return to our narrative. In 1813 the 
New- York Convention, of which. Mr. Van Bui*en 
was a member, nominated Governor Tompkins 
for re-electidn. Mr. Van Buren was Chairman 
of the Commtttee appointed to draw up an Ad- 
dress to the Democrats of the state. The Ad- 
dress, of which he was the author, was reported 
to the Convention and unanimously adopted. 

From that Address the following extracts have 
been taken, wMch will shew to the reader not 
only the mind and principles of the writer as a 
sound and sincere Republican, but also the temper 
and disposition of the Convention by whom it was 
adopted, as well as the great Democratic party 
who elected the Governor whose disinterested 
zeal and patriotism have not been exceeded by 
those of any other man living. 

The Address to the people began thus: 

"Fellow Citizens : It is not to the arbitrary 
mandates of despotic power that your submissio* 
is demanded; it is not to the seductive wiles and 
artRil blaadishiafteiits oC ll^ cic>xtix^ ^xm^sw^ ^ ^ 
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istocracy that your attention is called — but to an 
expression and discussion of the wishes and feel- 
ings of your representatives. 

''You are invited to listen with calmness and 
impartiality to the sentiments and opinions of 
men who claim no right superior to yours, who 
claim no authorit)'^ to address you save that of 
custom; who would scorn to obtain the coinci- 
dence of your opinion by force or stratagem, and 
who seek no influence with you but that which 
arises from conscious rectitude from a community 
of hopes and fears, of right and of interests. 

" In making this appeal, which is sanctioned by 
usage, and the necessity of which is rendered im- 
perious by the situation of our common country, 
we feel it to be our duty, as it is our wish, to 
speak to you in the language which it alone be- 
comes freemen to listen — the language of truth 
and sincerity — to speak to you of things as they 
are and as they should be — to speak to you with 
unrestrained freedom of your rights and of your 
duties: and if by so doing we shall be so fortu- 
nate as to convince you of the correctness of the 
opinions we hold — to communicate to you the 
anxious solicitude we feel for our country and its 
rights — to turn your attention from the minor 
considerations which have hitherto divided, dis- 
tracted and disgraced the American people, and 
to direct it exclusively to the contemplation and 
wipport of your national honor and national in- 
ests, our first and only object will be eflfected. 

" That tempest of passion and of lawless vio- 
lence, which has almost exclusively raged in the 
countries of the old world — ^which has ravaged 
tho fairest portions of the earth, and caused her 
sons to drink deep of the cup of human misery— 



fi6t sc^icited by the myriads of YiotimB wbioli 
have been sacrifioed lit its shrines^ — ^has renfihad 
oar hitherto peaoef\il shores. Afler years of for* 
bearanosy in spite of oonoossions without number^ 
and we had ahnost said, without limitation^ thai 
cruel and unrelenting spirit of oppression and 
injustice, which has for centuries characterised 
the spirit of the British cabinet, overwhelmed na- 
tion afier nation, and caused humanity to shed 
tears of blood, has involved us in a war, on the 
terminaticHi of wihich are staked the present 
honor smd the future welfare pf America. 

^ While thus engaged in an arduous and inte- 
resting struggle with the open enemies of our 
land from without, the fo'r^-aation of our govern- 
ment requires that you should exercise the elec- 
tive franchise— a right which in every other 
country, has been destroyed by the ruthless hand 
of power, or Uasted by the unhallowed touch of 
cerruptioii; but, by the blessings of a munificent 
providence, has as yet been preserved to you in 
Its purity. 

" The selection of your most important func- 
tionaries is at hemd. In a government like ours, 
where all power and sovereignty rest with the 
people, the exercise of the right and the conse< 
quent expression of public interest and puUlo 
feeling, is on ordinary occasions a matter of deep 
concern, but at a period like the present, of vital 
importance: to satisfy you of that importance^ 
and to advise you of its exercise, is the object of 
this address. 

"Fellow Citizens, your country is at war, and 
Great Britain is her enemy. Indulge us with a 
brief examinaticra of the causes which have led to 
it; and Ixrief as from the necessary liouts of an 
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address it must be — ^wc yet hope it will be found 
sufficient to convince every honest man of the high 
justice and indispensable necessity of the attitude 
which our government has taken— of • the sacred 
duty of every American to support it in that atti- 
. tude, and of the parricidal views of those who re- 
-fuse to do so." 

What man of common intelligence and common 
honesty, can read this extract and say that the. 
writer of the address from which it is taken, will 
dare to say that such writer was an opponent of 
the war I But, after giving some account of the 
causes which led to the war, and of thai tyranni- 
cal, overbearing measure, the British orders in 
council, in which ^ery principle of international 
law was borne down and violated, the address 
goes on in terms more energetic, vivid and forci- 
ble, to impress the people with the rank injustice 
of the enemy and the necessity of the national 
spirit being aroused to repel the foul aggressions 
under which the honor and the interests of the 
country had suffered and were likely to suffer — 
and thus it goes on: 

" The American people — a people rich in re- 
sources, possessed of a high sense of national 
honor, the only free people on earth — had re* 
solved in the face of an all-seeing world, that 
those orders were a direct attack upon their 
sovereignty ; that a submission to them involved 
a surrender of their independence — and a solemn 
determination to adhere to them was officially de- 
clared by the ruler of the British nation. 

** Thus situated, what was your Government to 
do? Was there room for doubt or hesitation as 
to the hostile views of England? No — lest such 
doubts might prevent a rupture, to ads of.vio- 
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lent injustice, were added acts of opprobrious in- 
sult. While the formal relations of amity re* 
mained yet unbroken — while peace was yet sup- 
posed to exist — in cool blood, an unprovoked at- 
tack' is made upon one of your national ships, and 
several American citizens basely and cowardly 
murdered. 

"At the moment your feelings were at the 
highest pitch of irritation, in consequence of the 
perfidious disavowal of Erskine's agreement, a 
minister is sent, not to minister to your rights— 
not to extenuate the conduct of his predecessor, 
but to beard your Executive — to add insult to in- 
jury, and to fling contumely and reproach in the 
face of the Executive of the American nation, in 
the presence of the American people. 

"To cap the climax of her iniquity; to fill up 
the measure of our wrongs; she resolved to per- 
sist in another measure, surpassed by none in 
flagrant enormities — a measure which within it- 
self was an adequate cause of war — a measure 
which had excited the liveliest solicitude, and re- 
ceived the unremitting attention of every admi- 
nistration of our Government, from the time of 
Washington to the present day — the wicked, the 
odious and detestable practice of impressing Ame- 
rican seamen into the service; of entombing our 
sons within the walls of sliips of war ; com- 
pelling them to spill their blood and waste their . 
lives in the service of a foreign government — a 
practice which subjected every American tar to 
the violence and petty tyranny of a British mid- 
shipman, and many of them to a life of the most 
galling servitude — a practice which never can be 
submitted to by any nation professing to have 
claims to freedom— which can never be acqui- 
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Moed in by GoTemmenty without resdnding the 
great article of our safety, the reciprocity of obe- 
dicNace and protection between the rulers and the 
ruled. 

^ Under such accumulated circumstances of in- 
sult and of injury, we ask again, what was your 
Government to do? We put the question not to 
that faction which misrepresents the Govern- 
ment and the people to the Government; traduces 
one half the nation to cajole the other; and, by 
keeping up distrust and division, wishes to become 
the proud arbiter of the fortune and the fate of 
America — ^not to them, but to every sound head 
and honest heart in the nation it is, that we put 
the question, what was your Government to dof 
Was she basely and ingloriously to abandon the 
rights for which you and your &thers fought and 
bled? Was she so early to cower to the nation 
that had sought to strangle us in our infancy, and 
which has never ceased to retard our approach to 
manhood? No; we will not for a moment doubt 
that every man who is in truth and in fact an 
American, will say that war, and war alone was 
our only refuge from national degradation— our 
only course towards national prosperity. 

*' Fellow citizens — ^throughout the whole period 
of the political struggles, which, if they have not 
absolutely disgraced, have certainly not exalted 
our character, no remark was more common, no 
expectaJtion more cheerfully indulged in than that 
those severe and malevolent contentions would 
cmly be sustained in time of peace; that when the 
country should be involved in war, every wish 
and every sentiment would be exclusively Ame- 
rican. But unfortunately for our country, those 
reitsonaUe expectations have not been realised, 
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notwithstanding every one knows that the power 
of declaring wdr and the duty of supportmg it, 
belonged. to the General Grovernment — notwith- 
standing that the Constitutional remedy for the 
removal of the men to whom this power is thus 
delegated, has recently been afforded ,- notwith- 
standing the re-election of the same President by 
whom the war was commenced, and a majority of 
representatives, whose estimate of our rights, and 
whose views are similar to those who first de- 
clared it; men who, by the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, must retain their respective stations for 
a period of such duration as precludes a continu- 
ous opposition of their measures without a com- 
plete destruction of their national interest — an 
op}K>sition at once unceasing and malignant, is 
stifl continued to every measure of the Adjninis- 
tration." I- 

Wo cannot refrain from making a few observa- 
tions at this part of our quotation from the ad- 
dress, on the similarity of the two epochs in our 
history. The factious opposition to the measures 
of the government, in 1 8 13, when tMb war was at its 
height; when every possible opposition was given 
by the Federalists of that day to the raising of 
funds necessary for carrying on the war, is simi- 
lar to the measures pursued by the same party of 
the present day^ for the purpose of increasing the 
expenses of the Grovernment, merely to have the 
opportunity of charging profligacy of expense 
upon the Administration ; and the schemes resorted 
to by those men in Congress, to waste the time in 
useless and factious debate— the repeated absence 
of members from their seats, so as to procrasti- 
nate if not entirely to defeat the important mea- 

6 
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« 

sure of the National Treasury Bill, so anxiously 
desired by a great majority of the people, shews 
most decidedly that Federsiism will be Federal- 
ism still, whatever name it may assume. Now 
at this present writing, nearly six months of the 
session have expired, and but six laws have been 
passed; and one of them, the most necessary and 
important for the support of the Government, oc- 
cupied one whole month in discussion, though at 
last carried by an overwhelming majority, but 
fifteen of the minority having dared to vote against 
it on its final passage. But to the address — let 
us have a little more of it, as it applies as well to 
the present period as to the time it was written'; 
and the principles accord so. well with those 
which have been acted upon by Mr. Van Buren 
since he occupied the Presidential chair. It pro- 
ceeds : 

"FellowCitizens, these things will not do; they 
are intrinsically wrong ; your country has engag^ 
in a war in the last degree unavoidable; it is not 
waged to the destruction of the rights of others, 
but in defenQ# of our own: it is therefore your 
bounden duty to support her — you should lay 
down the character of partisans, and become pa- 
triots; for in ev^ry country, war becomes an oc- 
casional duty, though it ought never to be made 
an occupation. Every man should become a sol- 
dier in defence of his rights; no man should con- 
tinue a soldier for offending the rights of others. 
In despite of truths so self-evident, of incentives 
to a vigorous support of Grovernment, so pressing, 
we yet have to deplore the existence of a faction 
in the bosom of our land, whose perseverance and 
industry are exceeded only by their invctei:acy; 
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who eeek through every avenue to mislead your 
jHOgment and to inflame your passions." 

How true of the proceedings, and how analo- 
gous to the present circumstances, it is useless to 
remark: the most superficial observer must re- 
mark the similarity. 

"When your Cxovernment pursues a pacific 
|)olicy, it becomes the object of their scorn and 
derision; the want of energy in your rulers is de- 
cried as a matter of alarming consideration ; the 
injuries of your country are admitted, and the 
fact is triumphantly alleged that the Administra- 
tion cannot be kicked into a war. When they 
are impelled to a forcible vindication of our rights, 
the cry of enmity to peace, of a wish to war with 
England to serve France, is immediately sounded 
through the land. When war is declared, public 
opinion is sought to be prejudiced against the 
measure, as evincing a disposition unnecessarily to 
shed your blood and waste your treasures. When 
it is discovered that that declaration is accompa* 
nied with a proposition, a just and equitable propo- 
sition to the GneiTiy,on which hostilities may cease, 
and peace be restored, that proposition is derided 
OS evidence of the most disgraceful pusilanimity.' 

"No falsehood is considered too glaring, no mis- 
representation too flagitious to impose on your cre- 
dulity and seduce your affections from your na- 
tive land. 

"Lest general accusation should fail to effect 
their unholy purposes, and consummate their dark 
designs, specific charges are resorted to — calum- 
nies which have again and again met the detes- 
tation of our enlightened public, are periodically 
brought forward, new dressed, and with new fuj- 
ihorities to give them credit with you. Among the 
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most promioent of those charges is that of enmi- 
ty to commeroe oo the part of tjie Bepuhlican 
administratioQs. Never was there a calumny more 
wicked. Enmity to commerce! We ask, and 
ask emphatically, where is the evidence of it? — 
What is the hasis on which they rest their claim 
to public confidence? It is that the administra- 
tion is enga^d in a war which they claim to be 
unpopular. 

f^Whot are the causes for which this war is 
waged and which have hitherto embroiled us 
with the nations of Europe? They are the vio- 
lations of commercial rights, and the impressment 
of our seamen! The administration then are 
jeopardising their interests with the people ; they 
furnish weapons of oHfence to their adversaries, 
they brave all dangers for the maintenance and 
support of our commercial rights ; and yet they 
arc the enemies of commerce! Can such base 
sophisitry, such contemptible nonsense impose 
upon the credulity, or pervert the understanding 
of an honest man ? 

"Suflfer yourselves not to be deceived by the 
pretence that because Great Britain has been forc- 
ed by her subjects to make a qualified repeal of 
the orders in council, our Government ought to 
absmdon her ground. That grouxul was taken to 
resist two great and crying grievances ; the des- 
truction of our commerce, and the impressment 
of our seamen. The latter is the most important, 
in proportion as we prefer the liberty and lives 
of pur citizens to their property. Distrust there- 
fore the ms^ who would at any time advise your 
Government and more especially at this time 
wh^n yopir brave sailors are exciting the admi- 
ratkn aad forcuig the respect of the astcNfiish- 
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ed world, when their deeds of heroic valour make 
old ocean smile at the humiliation of her ancient 
tyrant — ^at such a time we say again, mark the 
man who would countenance government in com- 
muting our sailors' rights, for the safety of our 
merchants' goods. 

"Next to the cry for peace the most potent 
spell which has been resorted to, to alarm your 
fears and pervert your understandings — is the al- 
ledged distresses of the country. Fellow citizens, 
it has been our object, it has been our wish to 
treat you fairly, to appeal to your judgment, not 
to your passions; and as we hope our address to 
you hitherto has been marked by that character ; 
it is to your conscience that we appeal upon this 
subject. 

"Is not this clamour most unfounded, most 
ungrateful? If you doubt that it is so, if you 
hesitate to believe that it originates exclusively 
with the ambitious and designing — ^spend one 
moment in comparing your situation with that of 
the civilized world. 

"Fellow citizens, if those political witlings, who 
are not only ignorant themselves of the leading 
parties of the controversies in our disputes with 
the bellige rants — ^but are uniformly assailing yoii 
as men destitute at once of spirit and judgment — 
should they point to the wars which agitate and 
have convulsed Europe, £is arguments against the 
prosecution of that just and necessary one which 
has been forced upon us ; we know that you will 
indignantly repel the unfounded suggestion.— 
^ The wars in Europe are waged by monarchs to 
gratify their individual malice, their individual 
caprice and satiate their lawless ambition. Ours 

6* 
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18 in defence of our rights which must be defend- 
ed| or our glory as a nation will be extinguished — 
the sun of our greatness will set forever. As well 
might it have been said during the revolution, 
that wars should not be waged because wars had 
dessolated Europe. The same rights you then 
fought to obtain you must now fight to preserve. 
The contest is now as it was then ; and the feel- 
ings which then agitated the public mind, wliich 
cm the one hand supported, and, on tho other sought 
to destroy the liberties of our country, will bo 
seen and felt in the conduct of tho men of tho 
day. 

"Fellow citizens, we are compelled to close this 
appeal to you. The limits of an address will not 
permit us to do justice to the various subjects which 
should .occupy your attention. We arc aware 
that this has been unreasonably extended, but 
the period has arrived when mere word^ and idle 
declarations must be unavailing. We have there- 
fore felt it our duty to give you, as far as practica- 
ble, a clear view of your true situation, and of 
your legitimate duties. Unfortunately for us 
when we ought to be a united, we are a divided 
people. The divisions that agitate us arc not 
as to men only, but to principle. You will be 
called on at the next election to choose between 
difl^rent candidates, not only for the two great 
offices of State Governor and Lieutenant Govern- 
or, but for every other elective office — to make a 
selection, which the situation of the country makes 
of infinite importance. 

." We are divided between the supporters and 
opposers of our government. We have wit 
nessed the distressing truth that it is not in tho 
power of circumstances to destroy the virulence 
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of party spirit. The opposition offer for your 
support men, who, whatever their private wishes 
may be, are devoted to the support of a party 
whose views and whose conduct we have attemp* 
ted to delineate. In opposition to them we re» 
spectfully solicit your support for the men whose 
nomination accompanies this address, one of 
whom "(Governor Tompkins)" has for six years 
served you in the capacity which we now oflfer 
him, the other has for many years served you in 
♦he most respectable situations. The notoriety 
of their merit supersedes the necessity of our eu- 
logium-r-their lives are their best encomiums, 
they are the true friends of commerce ; their 
views are and their conduct will be, in unison 
with the measures of the general Government ; 
they are the sincere friends of an honorable peace, 
the firm and energetic opposers of a base surren- 
der of our rights and we respectfully solicit for 
them your imdivided support. 

" Fellow citizens, in the ; result of our election 
during the continuance of the war, these impor- 
tant considerations are involved, — the questicm 
of who is for his country or against his country, 
must now be tried, the eyes of Europe aredirected 
towards us — the efficacy of your mild wholesome 
forms of government is put to the test. To the 
polls then, and by a united and vigorous support 
of the candidates we submit to you, discharge the 
great duty you owe to your country — preserve to 
your posterity, the rich inheritance which has 
been left to you by your ancestors — that future 
ages may triumphantly point to the course you 
pursued on this interesting occasion as evidence 
that time had not extinguished that spirit which 
actuated the heroes of BreedPs Hill and of York 
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Toum ; of those who fell at Cambden and of those 
who conquered on the plains o^Saratoga^ 

In giving to the reader the extracts from the 
address of the Democratic Convention of New 
York, written and reported by Mr. Van Buren, 
who was a member of that convention, we had 
two objects in view — ^first in reply to the enquiries 
made by the Federal Whig party here as to 
what Mr. Van Buren was doing for his country 
while General Harrison was fighting her battles 
— and sejcondly, to convict the same party of one 
of their foul unmanly and unfounded slanders 
which they have most industriously propagated, 
that Mr. Van Buren was opposed to the war — now 
having as we conceive shown that while General 
Harrison was fighting the battle of the Thames 
and Icavmg fort Stephenson to its fate, or under 
the protection of a mere lad and 130 men — and 
defending Fort Meigs at the expense of much pat- 
riot blood, all three of which achievements were 
thought but little of by many of his present sup- 
porters, who for many 5^ears after could yield 
him no other meed of praise than speaking and 
writing of him with contempt ; and applying to 
him the most contemptuous epithets, such as gran- 
ny, imbecile, and even coAvard, Mr. Van Bui-cn 
was among the most active in supporting the 
war and (Jefending the principles under which 
it was undertaken. And still farther to expose 
the inconsistency of those who are most clamor- 
ous in favour of General Harrison for President, we 
proceed to show how some of them were employ- 
ed at the period alluded to — ^and in order the but- 
ter to establish our point in contrast to the add rcjs 
from which we have quoted so largely, v/c submit 
a few extracts from a speech made by Mr. Daniel 
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Webster, in January, 1814, a very few months af- 
ter the date of the address above alluded to and 
quoted from. 

On the 14th of January, 1814, Mr. Webster 
being then a member of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States from New-Hampshire^ 
made a speech on a bill making farther provision 
for filling the ranks of the regular army, encourr 
aging enlistments, and authorising enlistments for 
longer periods, of men whose terms of service 
were about to expire. 

Upon this bill Mr. Webster made the following 
remarks : 

" Mr. Speaker — ^It was not my intention to oflfer 
myself to your notice on this question. I hav^ 
changed my purpose only in consequence of the 
course which the debate took yesterday, on an 
amendment proposed by me to one of the subor- 
dinate provisions of the bill. 

" The observations to which that occasion gave 
rise, have induced me to prefer assigning my own 
reasons for my own vote rather than trust to 
the justice or charity of the times to assign rea- 
sons for me. 

" The design of the bill is to increase, by means 
of a very extraordinary bounty, enlistments into 
the regular army. Laws already existing, an4 
other bills now in progress before the House, pro- 
vide for the organization of an army of 63,000 
men. For the purpose of filling the ranks of 
that army, tbe bill before us proposes to give to 
each recruit 124 dollars and 300 acres of land. It 
offers also a premium of 8 dollars to every person 
in or out of the army, citizen or soldier, who shall 
procure an able bodied man to be enlisted. 
• "Before, Sir, I can determine for uiYaelC^Viftr 
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Iher so great a military force should be raised, 
and at so great an expense, I am bound to enquire 
into the object to which that force is to be applied. 
If the public exigency shall in my judgment de- 
mand it; if any object connected with the protec- 
tion of the country and the safety of its citizens, 
shall require it; and if I have reasonable ground 
to believe that the force when raised, will be ap- 
plied to meet that exigency, and yield that pro- 
tection, I shall not be restrained by any conside- 
rations of expense from giving my support to the 
measure. I am aware that the otuntry needs de- 
fence; and I am anxious that defence should bo 
provided for it to the fullest extent and in the 
"^iromptest manner. But what is the object of this 
bill ? To what service is this army destined wheti 
its ranks shall be filled? We are told, Sir, that 
the frontiers are invaded, and that troops are 
wanted to repel that invasion. It is too true that 
the frontier is invaded ; that the war, with all its 
horrors, ordinary and extraordinary, is brought 
within our own territories, and that the inhabi- 
tants near the country of the enemy are compelled 
to fly, lighted by the fires of their own houses, or 
to stay and meet the foe, unprotected by any ade- 
quate aid of Government. But shew mo by any 
ofibrt of mine that I can contribute to the relief 
of such distress. Shew me that the purpose of 
Government in this measure is to provide for the 
defence of the frontiers. I aver that I see no evi- 
dence of any such intention. I have lio assurance 
that this army will be applied to any such ob- 
ject. There are, it has been said by my honora- 
ble friend from New- York, strong reasons to in- 
fer the contrary, from the fact that the forces hi- 
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therto raised have not been so applied in any 
suitable or sufficient proportion. 

" The defence of our own territory seems hi- 
therto to have been regarded as an object of se- 
condary importance — a duty of a lower order 
than the invasion of the enemy. The army nifeised 
last year was competent to defend the frontier: to 
that purpose Government did not see fit to apply 
it. It was not competent, as the event proved, to < 
invade the provinces of the enemy. To that pur- 
pose, however, it was applied. The substantial 
benefit which night have been obtained,'was sa- 
crificed to a scheme of conquest, in my opinion a 
wild one, commenced without means, prosecuted 
without plan or concert, and ending in disgrace.* 

♦In another speech made by Mr. Webster, about that time, he payg 
but a sorry compliment to Gen. Harrison, by classing his campaign 
with that of General Hull, wham he lias above treated with so much 
severity. His words on this latter occasion were—" This House hsa 
by an almost unanimous vote, recently expressed its sense of the ne- 
cessity of an enquiry into the causes of the failure of our arms. I 
agree with the general sense of the House, and with what I am per- 
suaded is the pneral sense of the community. It is doubtless neces- 
sary to know if there be not something wrong or defective in the con- 
duct of the war. But is it not equally important if there was notbing 
wrong or defective in the original commencement of it 7 May it nut 
have^been ill judged and ill timed at the beginning, as weU as ill 
conducted since ? There may be, Sir, a want of better armies and 
better Generals. Let us enquire if there be not the want of better 
cause— I mean a cause that stands clearer in regard to the justice and 
necessity of the war; a cause that approves itself better to the judg- 
ments and the consciences of these whose efforts are indispensable 
to its vigorous prosecution. If its advocates can shew satisfactoril]^ 
that this war was undertaken on grounds plainly and manifestly just; 
if they can shew that it was necessary and unavoidable; if they can 
shew that it rests solely on American grounds— that it grew out of a polt- 
cy just and impartial as it related to the belligerents of Europe; if ther 
ever make all this manifest the war will change its character; it will 
then grow as energetic as it is now feeble: it will become the cause of 
the people and notthe cause of a party. The people would then main- 
tain their own cause with vigor and effect. In such a cause we 
would have nothing to do but to direct the spontaneous action of the 
community. It now has to create that action by the application of 
• every artificial stimulus that can be invented. In such a cause, 
we should nothave been, at the end of two drivelling campaigns, 
farther from our object, the conquest of Canada, than when we 

(gan." 

^ Two drivelling campaigns," the first with Hull, the secoDd by 
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" When we ask, Sir, for the causes of these dis- 
appointments, we are told that to the opposition 
which the war encounters in this House and among 
the people, they are owing: all the evils which 
afflict the country, are imputed to the opposition. 
This is the fashionable doctrine both here and 
elsewhere. It is said to be owing to opposition 
that the war became necessary; and, owing to 
opposition also that it has been prosecuted with 
no better success. 

"We are told that our opposition has divided 
the country. Remember, Sir, *the state of the 
country when the war was declared. Did not dif- 
ferences of opinion then exist? Do we not know 
that this House was divided? Do we not know 
that the other House was still more divided? 

" That occasion. Sir, called for a large and li- 
beral view of things. Not only the degree of 
union in the sentiments of the people ; but the 
nature and structure of the Government, the ge- 
neral habits and pursuits of the community, the 
probable consequences of the war, immediate and 
remote, in our civil institutions, the effect of a 
vast military patronage; the variety of important 
local interests and objects — these were considera- 
tions essentially belonging to the subject. It was 
not enough that Government could make out its 
cause of war on paper, and get the better of Eng- 
land in the argument. This was requisite, but 
not all that was requisite. The question of war or 
peace, in a country like this, is not to be compressed 
into a compass that would befit a small litigation. 
It is not to be made to turn upon a pin — incapa- 

Harriioo. How corapUmentaiy to the Hero of Tlppecnnoe, of Fort 
Meigs, and of the Thamenf not to speak of Fort Slereinon. so disa- 
greeaUetotheearsof the Federal- Whig-Log-Cabin-Hard-Cider-Fislt- 
nawkpnty. 
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ble in its nature of being decided upon technical 
rules — ^it is unfit to be discussed in the manner 
which usually appertains to the forensic habit. It 
should be regaitied as a great question, not only 
of right but also of prudence and expediency ^ — 
Reasons of a general nature; reasons of a moral 
nature ; considerations which go back to the ori- 
gin of our institutions, and other considerations, 
which look forward to our hopeful progress in fu- 
ture times^all belong, in their just proportions, to a 
question, in the determination of which the hap- 
piness of the present and of future generations may 
be so much concerned. 

"It is natural. Sir, such being my opinion on 
the present state of things, that I should be asked 
what should be done. In the first place, then, 
I answer, withdraw your invading armies: In 
the next place, abandon the system of commercial 
restriction. 

*" That system is equally ruinous to the inte- 
rests and obnoxious to the feelings of whole sec- 
tions and whole states : they believe you have no 



*Here speaks out the real blue-light Federali8t-<he British Tory 

nUg, with whom the interest of England is every thing, and that of 

his own country nothing, and worse than nothing. '^Abandon the 



system of cominereial restriction"— take off the embargo, in <»der to 
give a few Tory Federal merchants, (of whom Webster was the orgao,) 
an <mportanity of trading with the enemy, and realizing fortunes by 
mipplying that enemy with provisions and the . munitions of war; 
Give pirates and robbers facility in fitting out privateers Under for- 
eign commissions, to plunder our own citizens of their proponyi ail 
well as expose that property to the depredations of the most power* 
ful naval power in the world, because that power is England, the 
itvored nation of Dan Webster and his Toty associates. *<WhhdFaw 
the invading army"— and why t Because it is much more for Aie 
Interest of the enemy, the special favorite of Mr. 'Webster, to have the 
of war in the territory of the United States than in Canada« 



among their own subjects. Besides, the Federallsu?, by that policy, 
wnild have the war to become more unpopular— and so much nrthor 
eripple the Government. Let the Government do all those foolish 
things on the mere hope that, vain as it would have beeb, Webftor 
and hb Federal associates would vote finr the supplies. 
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constitutional right to establish such systems^ — 
T%ey protest to you that such is not nor ever was 
their understanding of your powers. They are 
sincere in this opinion; and it is of infinite mo- 
ment that you respect that opinion, although you 
may deem it erroneous. These people, Sir, re- 
sisted Great Britain, because her minister, under 
pretence of regulating trade, attempted to put his 
hand into their pockets, and take their money.^ — 
There is that, Sir, which they then valued, and 
which they still value more than money. That 
pretence of regulating trade they believe to be a 
cover for tyranny and oppression. The present 
embargo, which does not vex and embarrass and 
harass their commerce, but annihilates it, is also 
laid under cover of a power to regulate commerce. 
For if it bo not by virtue of this power, it is laid 
by virtue of no power. It is not wonderful. Sir, 
if this should be viewed by them as a state of things 
not contemplated when they came into the national 
compact. 

"The humble aid which it would be in my 
power to give to measures of Government, shall 
be given cheerfully, if Government will pursue 
measures which I can conscientiously supports — 
Badly as I think upon the original grounds of the 
war, as well as of the manner m which it has been 
conducted hitherto, if even now failing in an hon- 
est and sincere attempt to procure a just and hono- 
rable peace, it will return to the measures of de- 
fence and protection, such as reason and common 
sense and the public opinion all call for, my vote 
shall not be withholden from the means. Give 
up your futile projects of invasion — extinguish 
that blaze on your inland frontiers— establish per- 
fect safety and defence there by adequate force. 
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Let every man who sleeps on your soil sleep ia 
security — stop the blood that flows from the veins 
of an unarm^ yeomanry, and women and chil- 
dren. Give the living time to bury and Icunent 
their dead, in the quietness of private sorrowd — 
Having performed this work of beneficence and 
mercy on your inland border, turn and look with 
the eye of justice and compassion on your vast 
population along the coast — unclench the iroa 
grasp of the embargo. Take measures for that 
end before another sun sets upon you. With all 
the war ofthe enemy upon your commerce, if you 
would cease to war on it yourselves, you would 
still have some commerce. That commerce would 
give you some revenue. Apply that revenue to 
the augmentation of your navy. That navy in 
turn will protect your commerce. Let it no longer 
be said that not one ship of force, built by your 
hands since the war, yet floats upon the ocean. — 
Turn the current of your efforts into the channel 
which national sentiment has already worn broad 
and deep to receive it. A navcd force competent 
to defend your coast against considerable arma- 
ments, to convoy your trade and perhaps raise the 
blockade of your rivers, is not a chimera: it may 
be realized. If then the war must continue, go to 
the ocean. If you are seriously contending for 
maritime rights, go to the theatre where those 
rights can be defended. Thither every indica- 
cation of your fortunes points you — there the 
united wishes and exertions of the nation will go 
with you. Even our party divisi<»is,acrimonioill 
as they are, cease at the waters' edge. They are 
lost in attachment to national character, on the 
element where that character is respectable.—^ 
In protecting naval interests by naval means, you 
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will arm yourselves with the whole power of na- 
tional sentiment, and may commeuid the whole 
abundance of national resources. In time you 
may enable yourselves to redress injuries in the 
place where they may be offered, and to accom- 
pany your own flag throughout the world by the 
protection of your own cannon." 

What a state of things do the foregoing docu- 
ments exhibit to the people of these United States. 
Martin Van Buren a pure emd unsophisticated 
Democratic Republican — ^a friend to, and strenu- 
ous supporter of, the rights of man — an opposer 
of every thing in the shape of arbitrary power — 
acknowledging to the fullest extent the sovereignty 
of the people and an unqualified assertor of the 
principle that the people are fully capable of gov- 
erning themselves — ^that grand and fundamental 
principle of Democracy, and indignant at the high 
handed and injust invasion of the rights, as well 
as the property of our citizens, he became the 
able and efficient advocate of the war of 1812 — 
not only just and necessary, but essential to the 
independence of the American people as a nation. 
On the other hand, we have exhibited before us a 
man equally conspicuous as a public character, 
of principles diametrically opposite — ^a known and 
op^ly avowed Federalist and a promulgator of 
that Anti-Republican doctrine that the mass of 
mankind is incapable of governing themselves — 
and with the reins of power in their hands, are 
their own worst enemies. The man who in his 
jflMic speeches has declared that the huge pawed 
agriculturist is altogether unfit to act the charac- 
ter of a legislator or to form a correct judgment 
of who is capable of performing tlie duties of one. 
Upon the question of the war with England, these 
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two men stood antipodes to each other. Mr Van 
Buren advocated that war as just, necessary, 
and, under the circumstances unavoidable. Mr. 
Webster deprecated the war before its coinmenoe- 
ment and condemned it during its whole progress. 
He pronounced it unjust, unnecessary, and rumous 
to the country — and in violation of every princi- 
ple of patriotism, when the country was bleeding 
at every pore — and writhing under the misfor- 
tunes produced by what he himself called the im- 
becility and want of the proper energy in the ad- 
ministration and in those they employed in the pros- 
ecution of the war, and ' in the most gloomy peri- 
od of its existence, he sternly refused his vote to 
raise the means of filling up those ranks which 
he acknowledged were too weak to effect the pur- 
poses required — what man can lay claim to the 
character of a patriot who, when his country is 
involved in all the horrors of war, can stand up as 
a legislator, and, instead of assisting in procuring 
the means for carrying it on, declaim against its 
justice and necessity, and give his vote against tho 
supplies required for it. 

If a legislator honestly and conscientiously be- 
lieves that a war is either unjust or unnecessary 
it is right- that he should oppose its commence- 
ment; and ho would violate his duty to his coun- 
try if he would vote for it ; but when commencedf 
just or unjust, proper or unnecessary, it is as mucli 
his duty to render every proper assistance in ita 
prosecution. The man is no patriot, but he is |( 
bad citizen that would act otherwise. 

But there is still another view to take of this 
matter — and which is worthy the consideration 
of the American people. Mr Van Buren advoca- 

6* 



66 LIFE OF MARTIN VAN SlTRBN. 

ted the war at its oommenoement and during its 
entire continuance ; — few men in the nation took 
a part so conspicuous in it. Yet he has been 
charged with beins an opposer of the war and 
oondomner of its principles. And who have been 
his accusers? Who but the associates of Mr. 
Webster — ^the Federal Whigs. Mr. Webster was 
an enemy to the war and to the manner and the 
principles upon which it was commenced and pros- 
ecuted — all of which he denounced as being wick- 
ed, unjust, unnecessary, imbecile and *^drivel- 
lif^ r — yet he supports for President of the 
United States, the man who bore a conspicuous, 
if not an efficient part, in its prosecuti<Hi. Aye, 
he supports for President the man whom in the 
speech from which wo have quoted, he has asso 
ciated and coupled with the convicted and con- 
demned cowards and traitors who had lost one 
of the two '^drivelling campa/^a7»^ alluded toby 
Mr. Webster, in his speech in December 1813— -It 
must however be remarked that the other driveller 
had not been thought of at that period as the 
available Federal candidate for the Presidency — 
which according to Federal Whig morality, al- 
ters the case materially. May not Democrats 
with pride exult in the fact that their candi- 
date discovers no such inconsistency, no such 
tergiversation — ^he was once a Democrat and 
always a Democrat — he advocated the war 
before its commencement, and during its whole 
jbntinuance, he supported it with all his pow- 
er, influence, and energy. He has never made 
a secret of his principles — he is no veiled 
prc^het — ^his principles, as well as his mode of 
acting on them, are before the world. He re- 
quires no guardians to speak for* him, or to hold 
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serveillanoe over him ; he can act for himself, and 
speak for himself ; — ^there are few men in the 
nation whose principles are so well known — and 
none more ready to respond to all respectful in- 
quires after them ; whether those inquiries come 
from friend and foe. 

Let the reader peruse with attention the fore- 
going extracts from the address written by Mr, 
Van buren, and adopted by the New- York Con- 
vention, and compare it with the extracts from the 
speeches of Mr. Webster, and then form his judg- 
ment of their respective merits, — and at the same 
time, let him reflect that Mr. Webster, with all 
his Federal principles and Hartford ConventicHi 
doctrines, is the strenuous supporter of General 
Harrison for President of the United States; and 
then ho can form an estimate of what is called 
Harrison Democracy. 

We cannot, however, dismiss the speech of Mr. 
Webster without a few farther remarks. The bill 
which was under discussion, was one for enabling 
the Government to fill up the ranks of the army, 
that had been thinned by the two "drivelling cam- 
paigns,'' alluded to by Mr. Webster, one of which 
had been conducted by Greneral Harrison, his now 
favorite candidate for the Presidency. These 
ranks could not be filled without means; and 
those means Mr. Webster refused to vote for, be- 
cause the war had been entered into without hie 
consent, and had been carried on in a " drivelling* 
manner; for, as General Harrison had not been 
a candidate for the Presidencv at that tinie« Mr. 
Webster was not only bimd to his great merits, 
but he considered him but little better than his 
predecessor in command, the unfortunate Hull, 
who had lost one of the two ^MrivelliDg cam- 
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paigns" complained of; and though Harrison ne« 
ver drew sword after the speech was made, but 
resigned his commission four months after, yet bs 
has improved so much in military tactics, since 
that period, that he is recognized by the Federal 
Whigs, (and Mr. Webster among them,) as so 
much of a military chieftain as to deserve to l)e 
elected by the people to the highest office in their 
gift. Whether he was the " drivelling'' Greneral 
that Mr. Webster in his speech represented him 
to be, we leave the Federal Whigs to decide, when 
they have perused those extracts from the speech 
which have been quoted above: but of this we arc 
convinced, the late conduct of the Greneral gives 
strong indications that he would make but a "dri- 
velling" President of the United States. 

Mr. Webster, in the speech above quoted from, 
made great professions of willingness to assist in 
})roviding for the defence of his country; but un- 
fortunately, it was upon so many conditions, that 
his professions were of no use or value. The 
conditions which accompanied his professions, 
were similar to a man gomg to a fire but refused 
his assistance because he found out that the fire 
broke out in consequence of the neglect or care- 
lessness of the inmates of the house, and that 
those who had preceded him had not managed the 
fire engines in what he considered a proper man- 
ner. Though the war might have been com- 
menced unadvisedly, rashly and imprudently, and 
for so far conducted in a "drivelling" manner, it 
was surely the imperious duty of the Legislators 
of the nation to endeavour by every means in 
their power to raise the supplies for tho army, 
and the means of enlisting troops to carry it on. 
What might have boon the disastrous consequences 
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if a majority of Congress had acted like Mr. Web- 
ster, and voted down the supplies? Might it not 
have been the entire destruction of the country? 
Might it not have been the means of having the 
csouotry overrun by Indians and their more cruel 
allies, a British soldiery ? Can that man be called 
a patriot, who would tamely stand by and see bis 
country ruined, sacked and burned, before he 
would give his vote to reuse the means of saving 
her, merely because he did not approve of the de- 
claration of war or of the manner in which it was 
omducted? We would say that such a man bet- 
ter deserved the najpne of traitor than of patriot. 

Having as we think placed the character of 
those gentlemen in a light sufficiently plain and 
explicit to enable the reader to form an impar- 
tial judgment of their qualifications as politicians 
and public agents, we proceed with some farther 
statements of the public services of Mr. Van Buren. 

Being, as we have before stated, elected to the 
Senate of New-York state, — he was appointed 
chairman of the committee of ways and means in 
the Session of 1814 ; and it being customary under 
the old constitution for the Governor to address 
the two houses of the legislature by a speech de- 
lived personally, it was the practice of the two 
Houses each to vote him a reply. At the extra 
Session of 1814 it fell to the lot of Mr. Van Buren 
to write and report the reply, and the following 
being reported by him and adopted by the Senate, 
we spread a copy of it before our readers. 
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To Au Excellency Danl. D. Tompkinsj Governor 

of New York. 

SiE, — ^The senate at the close of the last session 
in common with their fellow citizens, in the pleas- 
ing expectation that before this period the bles- 
sings of pe€W!e upon just an4 honorable terms would 
have been restored to the country. They have 
been thus far disappointed, and although the 
mission to which they looked for its aocom* 
plishment has not yet terminated, the delay 
which has taken place in the commencement of 
negotiaticHis, and the spirit of hostility manifest- 
ed by the enemy in the prosecution of the wax 
combine to forbid any confident reliance upon the 
disposition professed by him in the communicatioil 
which led to that mission. 

"If in the result it may appear that in these 
professions he was originally insincere : or that, 
influenced by after circumstances he delayed the 
negotiations proposed by himself, until he should 
have exerted against us the additional means of 
annoyance which recent occurrences in Europo 
had placed at his disposal, — the world will not 
hesitate in either case to pronounce upon his con • 
duct the sentence of strong and indignant repro* 
bation. 

"The world have already seen and they cannot 
but have seen with astonishment, that when am- 
bassadors for peace invited by himself had already 
crossed the ocean, he has given a new and pecu- 
liar character to the contest, a character of vio- 
lenceand outrage, not only incompatible with the 
feelings of reconciliation, but in the highest degree 
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disgraceful to civilized nations and repugnant to 
the established rules of le^timatewarmre. 

"Whether this conduct has proceeded from an- 
cient animosities now seeking their gratification 
in the infliction of injuries upon those who once 
defied and foiled her power — ^whether from a de- 
sire to find employment for troops whom it wna 
not thought prudent to disband at home — ^whether 
from hostility to our civil institutions, and in the 
vain hope of subverting the fair fabric, which 
by the wisdom, the virtue and the valor of our 
fathers has been reared and secured to us-^or 
from a calculation that by carrying his arms into 
the heart of the country and markmg his course 
with desolation and ruin, he could make an im- 
pression on the government which would avail 
nim in the propo^ negotiations, or on the peo- 
ple which should be remembered to his advantage 
in any question that should hereailer arise be- 
tween the nations — ^whatever may have been his 
motives or whatever his expectations, the senate 
cannot but exult in common with your excellency 
and the country, that thus far wo have sustained 
the shock with firmness and gathered laurels 
from the strife. 

"Although he has succeeded in penetratine to 
the capitol, his momentary triumph disgraced as 
it was by the destruction of public edifices and 
the subsequent plunder of a defenceless city, has 
before this time been embittered by the reflection 
that by the conflagration of those monuments of art 
which public spirit and munificence had erected 
and which were consecrated by tho name of their 
illustrious founder, he has kindled a flame of pat- 
riotism which pervades every secti<Mi of tho tin- 
Ion which has already lit the way to his discomfit- 



72 UFB OF MABTIN VAN BTTRBN. 

ure, and which threatens his complete annihilation 
at every assailable point of the union to which hi9 
ambition or his resentment may lead him. 

^The senate have witnessed with the same ad- 
miration evinced by your Excellency the brilliant 
achievements of our army and navy during 
the present campaign ; achievements which in 
their immediate effect have been so highly and 
extensively beneficial to our frontier citizens; 
achievements which have pierced the gloom that 
for a season obscured our political horizon and 
dispelled the fearful forebodings which past disas- 
ters had excited; explwts which will not suffer 
in a comparison with the most heroic efforts of 
the veterans of the old world, which have fully 
maintained, if not enhanced the proud and envia- 
ble fame of our brave seamen, — exploits which 
have covered the actors in those bright scenes 
with never fading laurels, and which will, until 
public gratitude ceases to be a public virtue, call 
for the highest testimonials which a free people 
can yield to freemen, unceasing reverence for tho 
memories of those who have died on the field of 
battle, and acts of unceasing gratitude to those 
heroes who have survived them. 
; "The senate have seen with great gratification 
the prompt and efficax;ious measures adopted by 
your Excellency to avert the dangers which threat- 
ened the state ; and believing as they do that what- 
ever executive authority may have been exwcis- 
ed for which no legislative provision existed has 
not only been intended for the promotion of the 
public good but was rendered indispensable by the 
pressure of existing circumstances ; they cannot 
doubt that the measures to which your Excellency 
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refer rod wiH be raiiiid to dcACTfe their 8p>' 
probatioD and support. 

'^The Senate cannot ibrego the opportonity af- 
fefded them in muting with your Excellency in an 
expfeanon of the hi^ aatisfiu^tioa with which 
they have witnessed Uie nnanimity and patriotism 
Ciq>Iayed by all classes of the oommunity in the pre- 
«ent crins amd disposition ¥rhich they have manifes- 
ted to combine their efibrts for the maintenamSB 
of the national honor and common safety. 

'That on all qoestiotts of grand policy and fit- 
ness of mdividuals for particular stations, wo 
•hould ever be exempted from diflhrent c^inioos 
is not to be expected ; divisions like those are in- 
separable from the blessings of our free ocmsti- 
tntion ; and although sometimes carried to ex- 
cess which all good men most deplore they are 
notwithstanding generally productive of much 
national ^ood. But to suppose a people jealous 
of their rights and proud of their national char- 
acter woiud on the question of the aggressini 
of our open enemy, aggressicHis which have pcir 
luted our soil and threaten the subversion of thosd 
pc^tical institutions which have beeil consecrated 
to freedom by the blood and sufierings of their 
fiUhers, that cm a questicm of such vital interest 
ao well calculated to excite all the patriotism, to 
arouse all the spirit and to call into action all the 
energies of the nation, they would waste their 
strength in useless oollission with each other, 
would be a reflection upon their discernment atid 
their character, which they can never merit. 

The various other subjects submitted by your 
Btoellency will receive from the Senate tiutt 
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prompt attention to which their importance entitles 

them. 

" The important interest which the state of New- 
York has in the successful termination of the con- 
troversy in which we are- involved, and the high 
destiny to which her. local situation, the extent and 
Tariety of her resources, and the valor and pa- 
triotism of her citizens, aided by a just and liberal 
policy, may advance her, have been duly appxe- 
♦ciated by your Excellency. The Senate* cheer- 
fully pledge their best exertions to realize those 
great and well founded expectations; and, relying 
on the patriotism and good sense of the American 
people, they confidently trust that the rights and 
interest of the nation will be maintained, and that 
at no distant period the mild reign of peace will 
be restored to our bleeding country." 

This address, fraught with sound Republican 
doctrines, conceived in the best spirit of patriotism 
and devotion to the public welfare, was worthy of a 
Democratic Senate, and of the pure, disinterested 
patriot lo whom it was addressed — ^a more pure, 
disinterested patriot than Daniel D. Tompkins ne- 
ver existed — ^nor one who made greater sacrifices 
to promote the interests and protect the state from 
the inroads of a vindictive, subtile enemy : And 
well did the Senate, at least, of the Legislature, ap- 
preciate his merits, though the evil spirit of faction 
pervaded the other House, and prevented much of 
the good which was intended by a patriotic Senate, 
and a wise and purely disinterested Governor. 

Perhaps there never was, in any Legislature, 
greater discordance between the two Houses than 
at that eventful period. They could agree on no 
one subject of public policy : many of the wisest 
of laws— laws calculated to promote the public in 
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terest and for the protection of the state, were 
passed by the Senate, but rejected by the other 
House, b^ame entirely abortive. The committees 
of conference brought forth the most splendid spe- 
cimens of eloquence, in which the political tenets of 
the two contending parties were discussed in a 
manner and with a superiority of talent that might 
vie with the eloquence of the British Senate, in 
the Augustan age of her most renowned orators. 
In these committees of conference, Mr. Van Buren 
bore a conspicuous part : he was the mouth-piece 
of the Senate, and the leading speaker upon all the 
important questions brought forward at the time 
-i—and the reader has above been furnished with a 
specimen of his talent in the address which has 
been laid before him. His oratory is of the most 
pleasing and animating character: Without indul- 
ging in. flights of fancy, or wandering in the fields 
of metaphor and hyperbole, in pure, chaste and 
elegant language he speaks to the heart and the 
understanding, and carries conviction to the mind 
of his auditor. He treats subjects with clearness 
and precision — always enough and never toe 
much. No man c€Ui hear him but his deepest at» 
tention is arrested; and hfe wonders that he has 
so soon done, as the time passes without notioe^ 
and he regrets that the speech has not been lonr 
ger. He is so deliberate and such a master of his 
subject, and his language is so correct that a per- 
son with his eyes shut, might readily mistake and 
suppose he was reading from a book. However 
intricate the subject, he makes it clear and explicit 
without having occasion to hesitate or to look W 
a word or a sentiment : all comes from him withoul 
the smallest apparent exertion or study, and is 
such language that the hearer thinks himself , 



foUe &Nciiliar with thie seoitiment, though h# ]3««far 
(MSfere either heaxd or re94 of it. m thesie 99* 
marks we wottld be uaderstood to allAide to his par- 
li^xnentary speeches. Mr. Butler has ^ven hi* 
t^imoa and observations upon his forensic efiodrt(»9 
which have been quoted in a foregoiixig page of 
this sketch. 

That he generally spoke without provious stu*- 
(^ and on Sn» impulse of the moment, we have 
undoubted testimony in the fact that one of his 
BiiQSjt eloquent orations commanded the thanks o[% 
large portion of the DejEnocratie party, who caused 
a deputation to wait on him ibr a copy for publi- 
cation, hit could not be obtained, he not having a 
idngle note of the speech — much to the ehagriiB 
and disappc^tment e£ the gentlemen who mmde 
the requesft. 

It has been asked, what ha3 this man done Ibjr 
his country that he should be exalted by her? To 
this enquiry we reply in the words of another pa- 
toot, whose aut'hority we presume will not he 
ojiestioned by suay sound Democrat in the union-*- 
't^mas Hart Benton^*— that man c^ facts wad fi- 
giures, w^ never addresses the Senate, of whiidl 
£9 has been a member for mere than twenty yeaorHf 
tyut for the information and instruction of his hear*- 
eiES and of his readeFe-*<-who never makes an asser- 
^iuoa without s^idin^ the proof along with it — ^who 
bw throwm mote \igM upon the finances of this 
W^ion tiban any otiber man in it; and whose 
wwtQche y upi^ tiiat aiiibject would perhaps makQ 
14^ heat lj;eatifie on banking and iwutional finance, 
tbateyei? was puUisdied. WeU every Democrat 
\mm9 and appraoii^tes tha ve^of Co^. Benton. — 
kfi^m ^m Hrhat hei s«y«^of Me. V#b Bnren— and 
Ipwitin: 
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^ Justice to him (Mr. Van Buren) would require 
me to go SLS far back eis 1812, when he was a mem- 
ber of the New-York Senate, when the fate of 
Mr. Madison and of the union itself, depended upon 
that great state and its conduct— great in men and 
means, and greater in position — a frontier to New- 
England and to Canada — to British arms and 
Hartford Convention treason ; and, when that con- 
duct, to the dismay of every patriotic bosom, was 
seen to hang for nearly two years in the doubt* 
ful scales of suspense. The Federalists had the 
majority in the House of Representatives; the 
Democracy had the Senate and the Governor; and, 
for two successive sessions, no measure could be 
adopted in support of the war. Every aid pro- 
posed by the Governor and the Senate, was re- 
jected by the House of Representatives. Every : 
state paper issued by the one was answered by I 
the other. Continued disagreements took place; 
innumerable conferences were had; the hall of 
the House of Representatives was the scene of 
contestation ; and every conference was a public 
exhibition of parliamentary conflict — a public trial 
of intellectual degladiation, by which each side 
represented by committees of its ablest men, and 
in the presence of both Houses and of assembled '■ 
multitudes, exerted itself to the utmost to justify 
itself, and to put the other in the wrong, to ope- 
rate upon public opinion, govern the impending 
elections, and acquire the ascendancy in the ensup 
ing Legislature. Mr. Van Buren, then a young » 
man, had just entered the Senate, at the commence- 
ment of this extraordinary struggle. He entered 
in November, 1812, and had just distinguished * 
himself in the opposition of his country to ^ firsl 

7* 



Nflftioi^ B»pk Charter^n the support of Yioe- 
Preaidant CUntoa lor giving the casting vot0 
^[ainst it, and m his^noUe support of Grovenior. 
^fompkiiis lor his Eomaan energy in proroguing 
the General Assemby, (April, 1812,) which oou^ 
npt. otherwise be prevented from receiving aiod 
embodying the transmigratory soul of that defunet 
in^itution, ajid giving it a new exist^ace in a new 
place, under an altered name and modified form. 
He was politically borne out of this conflict, and 
came into the Legislature against the Bank and 
for the war. He was the man whom the occasion 
required — ^the ready writer, prompt debater, judi* 
cious counsellor-— courteous in manners, firm in 
purpose, inflexible in principle. He contrived the 
measures, brought forward the bills and reports — 
delivered the speeches and drew the state papers, 
(particularly the powerful address to the Republi- 
can voters of the state,) which eventually van- 
quished the Federal party, turned the doubtful 
scales, and gave the elections of April, 1814, to 
the friends and supporters of Madison and the 
war — an event, the intelligence of which was re- 
ceived at Washmgton with an exultation only in- 
fearior to that with which W€is received the vic- 
tory of New-Orleans. The new Legislature, now 
Den^oercUic in both branchy, was quickly c<m- 
vened by Governor Tompkins; and Mr. Van Bu- 
r^.had the honor to bring forward and carry 
thro^gh, ais^st the applauses of patriots and the 
denwH^aUonc^the. Sfnti-wa^ party, the most ener" 
getiqwar nflieaswre ever adopted in our America, 
tl|e olassifioatioa bill, as. k» called it-«*the conscrip-* 
li^.lHll^aathQy oijdled it.' By this bill> the provi- 
sifp^iof which, by a new and sommary prooess, 
were so contrived as to act upon property as well 
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fts persons, an army of 12,000 state troops was ta 
be immediately raised, to serve for two years, and 
to be placed at the disposition of the General Gro- 
vernment. The peace, which was signed on thea 
l€U9t day of December, 1814, rendered this great 
measure of New-Yerk inoperative ; but the merit 
was acknowledged by all patriots at the time the 
principle of it was adopted, by Mr. Madison^s Ad- 
ministration, recommended by the Secretary at 
War, Mr. Munroe, to the Congress of the United 
States, and found by that body too energetic to te 
passed. To complete his course in support of the 
war, and to crown his meritorious labors, to 
bring it to a happy close, it became Mr. Van Bu- 
ren's fortune to draw the vote of thanks to the 
greatest General that the war had produced — the 
thanks of the Legislature of Neto-York to Major 
General Jackson, his gallant officers and troops^ 
for their wonderful and heroic victory in defence 
of the Grand Emporium of the tcest, 

^^ Such wa^ the appropriate conclusion to his par 
triotic services in support of the war — services^ 
to be sure, not rivalling in splendor the heroic 
achievements of glorious arms — Jbut services, ne- 
vertheless, both honorable and meritorious in their 
place, and without which battles cannot be fought, 
victories cannot be won, nor countries be saved: 
Martial renown, it is true, he could not acquire 
nor attempt: but the want of that fsiscinati<»i to 
his name can hardly be objected to him in these 
days, when the political ascendancy of military 
chieflains is so pathetically deplored, and wiien 
the entire perils of the Republic are supposed to 
be compressed into the single danger of a nuU'» 
tary despotism.'^ 

Here is the testimony of a pure patriot and 
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highly talented mem, whose integrity is stem^ and 
is only equalled by the unremitting attention he 
pays to the true interests of the people, or by his 
lucid exposition of the principles of our Govern- 
ment, obtaining for himself the well-earned cha- 
racter of being the best informed man upon the 
great science of finance within these United 
tates : Here, we say, is the testimony of this 
feitliful and devoted servant of his country, in fa- 
vor of that patriot whose services to his country 
hlive been inquired after by his worst enemies, 
and of whom it has been falsely asserted that he 
was opposed to the war — ^an assertion which we 
have good reason to believe wa^ known to be 
false by those who made it. 

The proposition made by Mr. Van Buren, in 
what was called the classification bill, of which 
he was the author, was pronounced to be the most 
efficient war measure ever entered into in America. 
While tending to raise a most powerful force, it 
went to a more perfect equalization of the bur- 
dens of military duty amongst all classes of the 
people, without favor or affection towards the 
more wealthy and independent classes, as for- 
merly — ^but brought them forward to bear an 
equal share of those burdens with their less for- 
tunate neighbors. 

The bill created a considerably animated debate 
in the Senate, as there were some members who 
contended for the system of voluntary enlistment, 
among whom was Erastus Root, who, like the 
renegade Talmadge, has abjured the Democratic 
cause for some years back. The bill, however, 
passed the Senate by a vole of 20 to 8, on the 12th 
of October, and became law on the 14th of that 
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month, 1814, and provided for the raising of 
12,000 troops for two years. 

The classification bill, after being passed by the 
legislature, was taken up by the council of revision 
and most violently opposed by Chancellor Kent^ 
who delivered an opinion with all the ingenuity 
of his capacious mind, but he failed to convince 
his coadjutors of the council, and the governor sign- 
ed the bill. 

The objections raised by the chancellor, being 
published in the papers of the day, a controversy 
was immediately raised by the Federalists, who 
opposed the war and was carried on with great en- 
ergy by both parties. Here again Mr. Van Buren 
highly distinguished himself m opposition to the 
chancellor who was at that time as well as since 
considered as great in lite/ature as in jurispru- 
dence. 

Mr. Van Buren entered the lists sometime «fter 
the controversy had subsisted between Colonel 
Young, the speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives and the Chancellor, in which the Colonel de- 
fended the law with great ability in letters to the 
Chancellor in the newspapers, under the signa- 
ture ^^ Juris Constiltis^'^ and under the signature. 
Amicus Curiae the Chancellor replied to them.—' 
Here Mr. Van Buren stepped forth and joined in 
the mellee. He took a comprehensive view of the 
general principles connected with the question at 
issue and with a severe scrutiny rebutted the ob- 
' jections raised by the Chancellor and so. succese^ 
fully controverted all his positions that he BsXoor 
ished his friends who were extremely apprehen- 
sive that with an adversary so powerM he could 
not sustain himself— but they were very sochi aai 
very perfectly convinoed that the Chanoellor 
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had met with his match when he entered the 
field with Mr. Van Buren. 

The great question of constitutional law ^and 
the political principles involved in the controver- 
sy excited an intense interest in the public mind 
and drew forth a display of talent on both sides 
which had seldom been witnessed in the state — 
every candid and intelligent man who alluded to 
the course of the controversy rendering to the 
young lawyer the palm of victory over the old ve- 
teran in law and Federalism. 

The constitutionality of the law as well as its 
expediency was made so clear to the Chancellor 
himself that he withdrew from the controversy 
by a written notice which was published in the 
papers. 

About this time however the news of the treaty 
of jGrhent arrived and the law of course was not 
acted on. 

The great talent displayed in the controversy 
above mentioned had a powerful effect in the elec- 
tion of Mr. Van Buren to the office of attorney 
fsneral to the state of New York, he having in 
ebruary 1815 received that appointment — and 
was also appointed regent to the university of 
New York by the Legislature at the same session. 

The great scheme of uniting the city of New 
York with Lakes Erie and Champlain was 
brought before the Legislature in the winter of 
1816 — and Mr. Van Buren being elected to the 
Senate in the spring of that year, bore a conspic- 
uous part in the debates upon that important 
question. 

Surveys having been made immediately after 
the war >«rhich had been interrupted by that event 
a report was laid before the Legislature in March 
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1816, with the estimates of cost with a strong rec- 
ommendation of the adoption of "such prelimina- 
ry measures as might be necessary, for the accom- 
plishment of that important object" — and on the 
21st of March a bill was reported in favor of the 
measure to the House of Representatives, and 
though a substitute was offered merely authoriz- 
ing surveys and estimates, the original bill passed 
the House — and was taken up in the Senate on 
the 16th of April. Mr. Van Buren, conceivings 
that the House had not received sufficiently accu- 
rate information on the subject and fearing that 
hasty Legislation on the measure, might injur© 
the cause, he brought forward a motion to strike 
out the clause authorizing the immediate action 
on the work, and believing a temporary postpone- 
ment would best promote the measure, the bill 
was" so shaped as to authorize more accurate sur- 
veys and estimates to be made. The senate pass- 
ed the amendment and it was adopted by the 
House. 

At the next session the bill was brought for- 
ward for commencing the work, and after passing 
the House, it was taken up in the Senate — and 
there met with violent opposition from some inter- 
ested members, who feared it would injure their 
property as well as that of their constituents. The 
opponents were men of considerable talents and 
they exerted themselves to the utmost to defeat 
the bill, but Mr. Van Buren baffled their schemes 
and after an eloquent speech from him the billl 
finally passed the Senate and became a law. 

The speech made by Mr. Van Buren is thus- 
spoken of by the reporter whose politics has al- . 
ways been in opposition to those of Mr Van Bu- ' 
ren, and therefore carries the more weight with 
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it *<ThiiS," says he, « was Mr. Van Buren'ii gwttrt 
speech of this session, and it was a masterly effort. 
I took notes of the whole debarte at the time, but 
being then young in the business of reporting, 
and this being the first time I had ever attempted 
to follow Mr. Van Buren, whose utterance is tocr 
rapid for an unpractised pen, and whose manner 
was on that occasion, too interesting to allow a 
reporter to keep his eye on the paper, my effdrt 
was little better than a failure. 

"Mr. Van Buren said he must trespass upon 
the committee, while he stated the general consi- 
derations which induced him to give his vote for 
the bill. It was a subject which had been so fully 
discussed, and upon which so much had been said, 
that he should deem it arrogance to enlarge. — 
The calculations which had been made with re- 
spect to the probable expenses of the canal, and 
the ways and means for raising the funds, were 
fit subjects for consideration. But to do this, he 
deemed himself incompetent. He must place great 
confidence upon the Reports of the Commissioners 
upon these points. Mr. Van Buren here took a 
brief view of the measures adopted at the last 
session of the Legislature, in relation to the ca- 
nal, when a bill similar to the one now before the 
Senate, was under consideration, and stated the 
reasons why he voted against the bill at that time. 
Wc had then no calculations made by the Com- 
missioners so minute as at present. Under these 
considerations, he conceived it his duty at the last 
session to move the rejection of that part of the 
bill relating to the commencement of the canal. It 
was done : and he had the satisfaction to find that 
most ^ntlemen have united with him in his opin- 
ion. Wow the scene is entirely changed. We at 
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that time passed a law appointing new Commis- 
sioners, and applying $20,000 to enable them to ob- 
tain all the information possible. We now have the 
information, and we have arrived at the point when, 
if this bill do not pass, the project must for many 
years be abandoned. His convictions were that 
it was for the honor and interest of the state to 
commence the work at once: we are pledged by 
former measures to do it. 

Mr. Van Buren here recounted the proceed- 
ings of former Legislatures upon the subject du- 
ring the years 1810, ''ll, '12 and '14, when, incon- 
sequence of the war, the law appropriating five 
millions for the canal was repealed. Since that 
period ne# Commissioners have been appointed, 
and new authority given to examine the route for 
the canal, and report at the present session of the 
Legislature. A law authorising the commence- 
ment of the work has passed the popular branch 
of the Legislature; and, unless v/e have the clear- 
est conviction that the project is impracticable, or 
the resources of our state insufficient, you must 
not recede from the measures already taken. Are 
we satisfied upon these two points? We have had 
able, competent Commissioners to report, and 
they have laid a full statement before us. We 
are bound to receive these reports as correct evi- 
dence upon this subject. In no part of the busi- 
ness have we looked to individual states, or to the 
United States, for assistance, other than acciden- 
tal or auxiliary. He here made some calculations 
as to the funds. '' " Lay out of view," said he, 
**all accidental resources, and the revenue from 
the canal, and the completing the work, you will 
only entail upon the state a debt, the interest ctf 

8 
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which will amount to about $300,000." He then 
stated the amount of real estate within the state 
now, and what it probably would be, if the canal 
' were completed. The tax would not amount to 
more than one mill on the dollar, unless the Re- 
port of the Commissioners is a tissue of fraud or 
misrepresentation : this tax will be sufficient and 
more than sufficient to complete the canal.— 
We are now to say that all our former proceed- 
ings are insincere, or we must go on with the 
work. The people in the districts where we are 
first to make the canal, are able and willing to 
be subjected to the expense of those sections.— 7- 
Mr. Van Buren contended that the duties upon 
salt, and the auction duties, were a certain source 
of revenue, and that these two sources of revenue 
would be abundant, and more than abundant 
to discharge the interest of the debt to be cre- 
ated. Ought we, under such circumstances, to 
reject this bill? No, Sir; I for one am willing to 
go to the length contemplated by the bill. The 
canal is to promote the interest and character of 
the state in a thousand ways. But we are told 
tfiat the people cannot bear the burthen. Sir, I 
assume it as a fact that the people have consented 
to it. For six years we have been engaged upon 
the business. During this time our tables have 
groaned with petitions of the people from every 
section of our country in favor of it. And not a 
solitary voice has been raised against it. He 
said he had seen with regret the divisions that 
had heretofore existed, apparently arising from 
the hostility to the Commissioners. Last year 
the same bill in efiect passed the Assembly, the 
immediate representatives of the people, and this 
year it has passed again. This was conclusive 



LIF8 OF UABtm VAN BTTSSK. 87 

. I 

evidence that the people have assented to it.— 
Little can be done by the Commissioners other 
than to make a loan before another session. The 
money cannot be lost : there can be no loss at 6 
per cent. Wo have now all the information we 
can wish — ^we must make up our minds either to 
be expending sums in legislation, year after year, 
or we must go on with the project. After so much 
has been said and done upon the subject, it would 
be discreditable to the state to abandon it. 

" He considered, this the most important vote he 
ever gave in his life; but the project, if executed, 
would raise the state to the highest pitch of fame 
and grandeur. He repeated that we were bound 
to consider that the people have given their coa- 
sent. Twelve thousand men of wealth and re-. 
spectability in the city of New- York, last year/ 
petitioned for the canal ; and at all events, before 
operations would be commenced, the people, if 
opposed to the measure, would have ample time 
to express their will upon the subject. 

" When Mr. Van Buren resumed his seat," said 
the reporter, " Mr. Clinton, who had been an at- 
tentive listener in the Senate chamber, breaking 
through that reserve which political collisions 
had created, approached him, and expressed his 
thanks for his exertions in the most flattering 
terms." 

The same talented writer who made the above 
report, thus describes the manner of Mr. Van 
Buren as a speaker : — 

"Mr. Van Buren is a very eloquent speaker, 
but the character of his eloquence is sui generis, 
(of its own kind.) We know of none of the mighty- 
masters of the persuasive art whom he has adopted 
for his model; and yet his manner is graceful and 
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animated when occasion requires, or impassioned 
upon an inspiring theme. He has a happy com- 
mand of language. His figure is small, and theje 
is nothing peculiar in his person, excepting the 
fine formation of his head, which would furnish 
an admirable subject for a craniologist. With 
manners affable anTl insinuating, he inspires his 
friends with the strongest attachment known to 
political ties; and, though self-educated, his pro- 
fessional knowledge is such as to have placed him 
in the front rank at the Bar, while his successful 
career in politics bears ample testimony to talents 
of an elevated order, and a tact in the manage- 
ment of men and the control of parties, without a 
living parallel." 

This sketch o^ his character, from William L. 
Stone, of the Commercial Advertiser of New- 
York, who has perhaps in every other case but 
in the canal policy, been hi^ opponent, is highly 
creditable to Mr. Van Buren, and will go farther 
than a volume of praise from any of his most de- 
voted friends. The merit must be great indeed 
that could draw from such an adversary an enco- 
mium such as the above. 

The grand scheme of internal improvement for 
the state of New- York, to which she owes so vast 
a portion of her power, opulence and greatness, 
was not only owing in a great degree to the ar- 
dent and capacious mind of Mr. Van Buren, in 
its incipient stages, but in all 'subsequent cases, 
he was the energetic advocate and efficient friend. 
The author of the Memoirs of De Witt Clinton, 
pays the following tribute of praise to Mr. Van 
teuren, amongj other friends to the canal policy of 
New- York. He says — " To the Hon. Cadwalla- 
der D. Golden, Martin Van Buren, Jacob Rutsou 
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Van Rensselaer, James Lynch, Peter A. Jay, Wil- 
liam Ross and William A. Duer, the state owes a 
debt of gratitude for their patriotic exertions" in 
behalf of the canal. The Hon. Mr. Van Buren 
and the other gentlemen just mentioned, were dis- 
tinguished by their support of the legislative mea- 
sures then adopted. Those gentlemen, then mem- 
bers of the Legislature, independently of the able, . 
and in most cases their uniform support of the ca- 
nal policy, signalized themselves by their impor- 
tant services in rescuing the bill from a state of 
jeopardy even when it had been to a certain degree 
abandoned by its friends. By their personal and 
almost miraculous exertions, it was resuscitated 
and again restored to the approbation of the two 
Houses of the Legislature."* 

Daniel D. Tompkins, Governor of New-York, 
having been elected Vice President of the United 
States, in the fall of 1816, De Witt Clinton was 
put in nomination for Governor in March, 1817, 
by a Democratic Convention; and though the 
nomination was not agreeable to Mr. Van Buren, 
individually, always true to the Democratic prin- 
ciple of regular nominations, he acquiesced in 
the decision of the Convention. Mr. Clinton, hav- 
ing exerted himself so signally in promoting the 
interests of the state, and had gained so much 
upon the people that he met with but slender op- 
position, and was elected accordingly: and for 
the first year the amalgamation of the parties 
electing him, met with but little to disturb it. — 
The appointments to ofRce, however, produced 
considerable heart-burnings among the Democrats 
who had so firmly supported him, and caused a 

•^..11,. ■ I I ■ - ■ 

♦Vide Hosack'a Memoirs of De Wilt Clinton. 
8* 
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considerable degree of coolness if not actual hostil- 
ity to many of his measures — and the defection of 
a large majority of the Democratic party was the 
consequence — who not only opposed the measures 
of Mr. Clinton, but resolved to oppose his re-elec- 
tion. 

Among those who opposed the measures of Mr. 
Clinton we find Mr. Van Buren — and again he be- 
came the victim of Federal fury. The council 
of appointment who were in favor of the Govern- 
or's measures took offence at the opposition of 
Mr. Van Buren and for no other reason than that 
opposition deprived him of the office of attorney 
general for the state, although he had adminis- 
tered the , office with fidelity and uncommon 
ability. 

This system of persecution against a patriotic 
and highly talented officer had no injurous eiTect 
upon the subject of it but the mere loss of the 
office — and probably that was no real injury as it 
tended towards a complete consolidation of the 
Republican Democratic party eventuated in a great 
reduction of Mr. Clinton's majority at the next 
election, he being elected by a majority of only 
1457 votes out of 93,437. 

The Democratic party v/ell remembering the 
valuable services of Mr. Van Buren, as well dur- 
ing the war, as in the establishment, of the great sys- 
tem of internal improvements became more and 
more attached to, and firmly united with him, 
raised him to a pinnacle of popularity which his 
wise and patriotic conduct has retained for 
him to the present day with considerable in- 
crease. 

In the contest between Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Tompkins, the opposing candidate for Governor 
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— nothing but the splendid talents of the former 
added to the popularity he had gained by the great 
exertion in favor of the improvement system, sav- 
ed him from defeat, but those considerations oper« 
ated upon many of the Democratic party who 
though they highly respected the opposing casEdi- 
date, adhered to his competitor and his election by 
the small majority above stated was the result. 

A judgment may be formed, however, of the 
great falling off of the party from his support, 
when it is understood that the majority in his fev- 
our, was but 22 less than the whole number of 
votes given against him at his former election. 

At this election a change was made in the Legis- 
lature and council of appointment — and the Demo* 
crats again prevailed in both, which clearly show- 
ed that the people were with ^r. Van Buren not- 
withstanding that he made the most strenuous ex- 
ertions against the election of JVf r. Clinton Tha 
office of attorney general was therefore tendered 
to him but he declined axscepting it. 

That Governor Clinton and Mr. Van Burea for 
several years continued very hostile towardp 
each other as leaders ^f two political parties, is a 
fact not to be disputed — ^but that their opposition 
was founded upon principle, we have testimony ■ 
the most respectable, that they entertained for 
each other the highest respect as to the integrity 
'and honesty of purpose of both. 

We therefore decline entering further into the 
discussion of. the political contests which ensued 
— further than that Mr. Van Buren still continued 
to enjoy the implict confidence of the Democratic 
party and that the lamented demise of Mr. Clinton 
in 1828, brought from Mr. Van Buren, then in. 
Congress one of the most beautiful and at ihm 
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same time eloquent eulogiums ever passed upon a 
deceased patriot and friend — we regret that our 
limits will not permit an insertion of this pathetic 
and feeling address which is creditable in a high 
degree to both the head and the heart of the 
speaker. 

There is one circumstance in the career of 
Mr. Van Buren which has been remarked on 
with some severity, by some who otherwise hold 
his character in high estimation. 

The appointment of Rufus King to represent the 
state in the senate of the United States, gave of- 
fence to many who are sound Democratic Republi- 
cans. Among those the writer of this sketch 
must acknowledge himself to be — but under the 
circumstances of the time he does not hesitate to 
acknowledge his perfect conviction that Mr. Van 
Buren, in advocating the appointment of Mr. King 
performed a most important duty to his country 
— and the choice was wisely made between Mr. 
King and his competitor — for though they were 
both of the Federal school of politics and the Dem- 
ocratic candidate after several ballots could not 
be elected, withdrew from the contest — and left 
the field to the two Federalists — and Mr. Van Bu- 
ren finding that a Democratic candidate could not 
be elected, he then examined the claims of the 
two Federalists. The one was John C. Spencer 
who had supported the measures of Gov. Clinton, 
which were obnoxious to the Democratic mem- 
bers of the Legislature — ^was the near relative of 
the Governor and supported by all his interest and 
influence — and had on the first ballot 61 votes, Col- 
onel Young, the Democratic candidate had 56 and 
Rufus King had 38 votes — ^the parties during 
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the session held close to their candidates and the 
legislature adjourned without making an election. 

In this case, Mr. Van Buren in an eloquent 
address to the members during the recess^ re- 
commended Mr. King, and he adduced reasons so 
powerful and convincing, that Mr. King was elect- 
ed at the ensuing session. 

We regret exceedingly that our limits will not 
permit us to give but a short extract from the ad- 
dress which is so replete with sound sense and 
is the emanation of a purely honest and Demo- s 
cratic mind as to carry perfect conviction to 
the mind of every impartial and intelligent man ; 
that the writer recommended that which was the 
best possible alternative in the case. • Though Mr. ■ 
King was a Federalist he had been not only a 
member of the convention that framed the consti- 
tution of the United States, but he had been ap- 
pointed to high and responsible offices by Wash- 
mgion, Adams and Jefferson — under all of whom 
he was minister plenipotentiary to the court of 
London and under Mr. Jefferson he solicited his 
own recall. But the strong ground taken in his fav- 
or by Mr. Van Buren, was his steady and efficent 
support of the war while many of his brother 
Federalists were using all their power and influ- 
ence against it, and endeavoring to paralyze the 
Government in raising resources for carrying it on 
— but hoar Mr. Van Buren himself on this point: 
he says "the Federalists of that day may justly be 
divided into three classes, "The first, consisting 
of those who influenced by strong predilection for 
the enemy, and instigated by the most envenom- 
ed maliguiiy against the adminstration of their 
own Government, adopting ''rule or ruin^'^ for their 
motto, exorcised an industry and perseverance 
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worthy of a better cause to paralyze the arms 
of their own government and to encourage the 
hopes of the foe. 

The second class was composed of a very numer- 
ous and respectable portion, who, inured to op- 
position, and heated by collision, were but poorly 
qualified to judge dispassionately of the measures 
of the government ; who deemed the declaration 
of war impolitic in the then state of the country, 
and were not as well satisfied as subsequent reflec- 
tion has rendered them of its justice and indispen- 
sable necessity ; who were deceived too by ap- 
pearances and by the bold and confident denuncia- 
tions of the first class into a belief that their 
own government was partial to France, and 
averse to peace with Britain and who from the 
causes I have enumerated, aided by the strong 
desire to support their political opponents which 
in common to all paties were induced to make all 
the opposition to the Government which they law- 
fully could, within the pale of the Constitution. 

In the third class are included all those who, en- 
tertaining a correct sense of their country's rights, 
a lively sensibility for her wrongs, and a suitable 
gpirit to defend the former and redress the lat- 
ter, rose superior to the prejudices and the pas- 
sions of those with whom they once acted, and 
throwing down the weapons of party warfare, en- 
rolled themselves under the banners of their 
coimtry. 

As to the merits of the third class of Federal- 
ists, there has not been, nor can there ever be a 
diversity of opinion among us. If we lopk back 
to that period which a second time " tried men^s 
souls f^ as the proudest of our lives, they also 
have reason to exult in the recollection of the 
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parts they respectively acted in those interesting 
scenes. 

It is true that they have not the merit of ad- 
vising the commencement of the war — a war . 
by which the fame, the honor and the true inte- 
rests of our common country have been so much 
advanced : But that circumstance alone ought not 
to impair their claims to the respect and confi- 
dence of their fellow citizens. 

It was fully compensated by the alacrity with 
which they lent their aid to an administration 
which had recently been the object of their warm- 
est opposition, the moment they found the ques- 
tion to be between their own country and a for- 
eign foe. They acted as it had been fondly hoped 
the whole American people would have acted — 
nor were the administrations of the Greneral and 
State Governments at the close of the late war 
backward in bestowing the proudest testimonials 
of their approbation and respect on those whose' 
conduct had been so meritorious. 

It is true that m doing so they have in some in- 
stances been deceived and disappointed in select- 
ing for high public stations, men who have not 
that stamina of character they were supposed to 
possess — but who, rendered giddy by their sudden 
elevation, and forgetful of the sources of that 
power by which they ascended, will soon fall with 
the master spirit in whose legion they are en- 
rolled, " never to rise again." 

There has been, however, one exception to this, 
liberal policy, and it is an exception of no ordi- 
nary character. It exists in the person of Rufas 
King. 

The dark cloud which overspread our politioal 
horizon in the fall of 1814, struck with dianBA.^ 
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and terror some of the firmest of our patriots. — 
The disasters which had befallen, us — the diffi- 
culties which had beset, and the dangers which 
threatened our country from every quarter, 
have made impressions too durable to be soon 
effaced. The causes which jeopardize, and the ex- 
ertions which preserve the liberties of a nation, 
can never, while she is worthy of their enjoy- 
ment, cease to be a subject of the keenest solici- 
tude and most grateful recollection of her sons. — 
These memorable events will long continue to oc- 
cupy the minds and employ the pens of our ablest 
and best men." » ^ 

Here Mr. Van Buren describes the halcyon 
days of peace and prosperity, enjoyed by the 
country from the peace of the Revolution, and 
then proceeds: 

" The events of that memorable period, how- 
ever, awake us from those flattering dreams and 
dissipate those dangerous delusions. We ex- 
pected to have found ourselves united: we were 
a divided people : when the exigencies of the 
country demanded all her resources, both of men 
and money, her coffers were kept empty, and her 
armies unrecruited by the ruthless efforts of fac- 
tion. 

At this momentous crisis which applied the 
touchstone to the hearts of men; when many of 
the stoutest were appalled, and the weakest des- 
paired of the Republic, Mr. King was neither idle 
nor dismayed. His love of country dispelled his 
attachments to party. In terms of the warmest 
solicitude and strains of the most impassioned 
eloquence, he remonstrated in his correspondence 
with the leaders of the opposition in this state 
and ift.tjhaeasty on the folly, the madness, and the 
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mischief of their course : he contributed largely 
of his means to the loans of Government; he. 
infused confidence into the desponding, and la- 
bored to divert the timidrty of their fears : he 
sought Governor Tompkins, to whom, from the 
warmth of his devotion to his country's cause, 
and from the plenitude of his responsibility, ra- 
ther than of his powers, every eye was diverted, 
and to him Mr. King commimicated the patriotic 
ardor, with which he was himself animated." 

The purport of his intereresting interview 
with the Governor, is thus described by the 
latter : 

"Mr. King and others animated me to the 
greatest efforts. The latter gentleman in an in- 
terview with me was peculiarly impressive. He 
said that the time had arrived when every good 
citizen was bound to put his all at the requisition 
of the Government — that he was ready to do 
this; that the people of the state of New- York 
would and must hold me personally responsible for 
its safety. I acquainted him with the difficulties 
with which I had struggled for the last two pre- 
ceding years, the various instances with which I 
had been already compelled to act without law 
or legislative indemnity, and urged that, as I 
should once more exert myself to meet all the 
emergencies and pecuniary difficulties with which 
we were pressed, I must inevitably ruin myself." 

"Well, sir," said he, (with that enthusiasm 
which genius lends to patriotism,) " What is the 
ruin of an individual compared to the safety of 
the Republic? If you are ruined, you will have 
the consolation of enjoying the gratitude of your 
fellow citizens; but you must trust to the magn^- 

9 
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liimity and justice of your country: you must 
transcend the law — ^you must save this city and 
state from the danger with which they are me- 
naced, you must rum yourself if it becomes ne- 
cessary; and I pledge you my honor that I will 
support you in whatever you do." 

Having done all in his power to induce exer- 
tions at home, Mr. King repaired to his post in 
the Senate of the United States, and in that body 
zealously supported the prominent measures of 
th^ Administration to sustain the country in the 
severe struggle in which she was engaged. 

He embraced every suitable opportunity to 
keep Governor Tompkins (with whom he main- 
tained a regular correspondence) advised of every 
fact and circumstance which might be supposed 
to have a bearing on the conduct of the war, its 
prosecution by the enemy, and the probability of 
its continuance or termination. 

The advantages which resulted from the part 
which Mr. King took, were by no means inconsi- 
derable : It served to encourage Grovernor Tomp- 
kins to persevere in his exertions, which re- 
dounded so much to the honor of the state, and so 
essentially advanced the interests of the nation. 
It served to induce the corporation of New- York 
and some of the Banks, who were then in the 
adverse interests, to comply with the request of 
Grovernor Tompkins, and make their respective 
loans to the Government, on receiving his private 
responsibility and public security for their pay- 
ment. It served moreover in some degree to re- 
tard the unwearied efforts of the opposition, by 
developing their motives and bringing shame on 
their measures. 

Such was the conduct of Mr. King in the times 
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of which I have spoken, and such are his first 
claims on Republican confidence and support. 

I know nothing of the Republican character^ 
nothing of the views and sentiments of men with 
whom I have been so closely allied, if a conside- 
ration of the facts and circumstances which I 
have detailed, has not already led to a sponta- 
neous and united wish to support Mr. King for 
the Senate." 

We again regret that our limits prevent a 
more copious extract from the eloquent, and pa- 
thetic appeal of Mr. Van Buren, to his colleagues 
of the Legislature of New-York : It had its full 
effect. Mr. King was elected by a unanimous 
vote in the Senate, and but three votes against 
him in the lower House. 

The facts stated in the case and the reasons 
assigned, we think cannot but be conclusive with 
the most fastidious Democrat in the nation. The 
choice was at the time between two of the Fede- 
ral party, one of whom was that called by Mr. 
Van Buren the first class, who had advocated the 
ultra measures of the state Administration, and 
the other the arduous and enthusiastic advocate 
of the measures of the Greneral Government, and 
a man willing to sacrifice his property for the 
safety of the nation. The choice was not even 
between two evils, but absolutely between a posi- 
tive good and a positive evil. Mr. Van Buren 
therefore, instead of censure, deserves the high- 
est meed of praise for the part which he took in 
the matter. 

Another base slander which has been con- 
cocted and propa^ted by his and the people's 
enemies, now requires some observation. He has 
been reported to have been friendly to a restrio- 
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lion on the right of suffrage. A more baseless 
calumny could not be uttered by the most base of 
men. So far from being either friendly to any 
restriction of the right of suffrage, he has been 
a most active agent m extending the exercise of 
that right in his native state, in the Convention, as- 
sembled in 1821, for the amendment, or rather 
for new-modelling the Constitution of the state, 
of which he was a member, — ^who, though a 
member elect of the Senate of the United States, 
being elected by the Legislature in February, 
1821, and afterwards elected by the Democrats 
of Otsego county, a member of the Convention 
that met in August of the same year for the pur- 
pose above mentioned. 

In this Convention Mr. Van Buren distinguished 
himself upon almost every vital question discussed 
in it. His known profound knowledge of con- 
stitutional law, and the clearness of his perception 
upon all questions brought before the Convention, 
with the implicit confidence reposed in him by 
the members, placed the laboring oar in his hands, 
which he applied with that degree of energy, in- 
dustry and perseverance, that gave him a larger 
portion of the business of the Convention to per- 
form than was undertaken by any other member 
of the body. He had been mainly instrumental 
in getting up the Convention for the express pur- 
pose of extending the rights and privileges of the 
people — not as has been falsely stated by his ene- 
mies, for restraining or diminishing them. 

Under the Constitution of 1777, which the Con- 
vention intended to amend and new-model eis 
might appear best to the Convention, and the 
elective franchise being unequal as to the quali- 
fication of Electors finr the House of Bepresentar 
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tives, and for Senators and Governor, it was the 
wish of Mr. Van Buren to have it more equalised, 
so that the same qualifications would be required 
for all. The qualifications of the electors for 
members of the House were — that every male in- 
habitant of full age who shall have personally re- 
sided within otie of the counties of the state for 
six months immediately preceding the day of 
election shall at such election be entitled to vote 
for representatives for the said county in assem- 
bly ; if during the time aforesaid, he shall have 
been a freeholder possessing a free hold of the 
value of 20 pounds within the said county, or 
having erected a tenement therein of the yearly 
value of forty shillings and been rated and actu- 
ally paid taxes within the state — ^and the qualifi- 
cations for electors of the senate and the govern- 
or shall be possessed of a freehold of the value of 
one hundred pounds over and above all charged 
thereon. By this provision of the constitution — - 
colored persons were not excepted, but having the 
qualification were entitled to vote. 

It was also provided that the Governor, the 
Chancellor, and the judges of the supreme court 
should form a council of revision, in order to am- 
sider and revise, and veto all bills passed by the 
Assembly and Senate. 

These were provisions that in the opinion of 
Mr. Van Buren required amendment and the 
veto power which many of our pseudo patriots, 
called Whigs, latterly so much complain of Mr. 
Van Buren^s sentiments on the subject, may be in- 
teresting to the reader, and are therefore spread, 
before him in an extract from his speech made on 
the subject. 

9* 



t02 LIFE OF MARTIN VAN BtTBEN. 

Mr. Van Buren said, "The first question for 
^iscuAion is whether it is wise and proper that a re- 
striction of any kind should be laid upon the leg- 
islative power? On that subject, it would seem that 
but little doubt could remain. That a check of 
some kind is necessary, is a principle that has re- 
ceived the sanction, and been confirmed by 
the experience of ages. A large majority of the 
States of the Union, in which, if the science of 
the government be not better understood, its first 
principles are certainly more faithfully regarded 
than in any other country which have provided re- 
strictions of this sort. In the constitutions of the 
freest governments in Europe the same principle 
is adopted. It is conceded in both the proposi- 
tions before the committee. 

"The one imposes a restriction two thirds of the 
legislature to pass a bill which may have ^been 
returned, and the other by requiring not only two 
thirds of the members present, but a majority of 
all the members elected. It would seem therefore 
that on the general principle that a restriction is 
proper, we are all agreed ; and a question arises, 
IS the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Dutchess, more desirable and better adapted to 
perform the office intended than the proposition 
introduced by the committee? To arrive at a 
just conclusion on this subject, it will be necessary 
to consider the design of such a check and the 
advantages which are expected to result from it. 
Its object is first to guard against hasty or impru- 
dent legislation, but more especially to protect the 
Executive and Federal departments with regard 
to the first of these objects. The systen of every 
free government proceeds on the presumption that 
checks for that purpose are wise^ salutary, and 
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proper. Hence the division of all legislative 
bodies into distinct branches — each with an abso- 
lute negative upon the other. The talents, wis- 
dom and patriotism of the Representatives, could 
be thrown into one branch and the public money 
saved by this procedure j still experience demon- 
strates that such a plan tends alike to the destruc- 
tion of public liberty and private rights. 

"They adopted it in Pennsylvania, and it is said 
to have received the approbation of the illustrious 
Franklin ; but they found that one branch only, 
had led to pernicious effects. The system en- 
dured but for a season, and the necessity of differ- 
ent branches of the Government to act as mutual 
checks on each other, was perceived and the con- 
stitution was followed by an alteration of the con- 
stitution. The first step taken then towards 
checking the wild career of the legislature is the 
organization of two branches oi .the legislature. 
Composed of different materials, they mutu- 
ally watch over the proceedings of each other. 
And having the benefit of separate discussions, 
their measures receive a more general examination 
which leads to more favorable results. But be- 
tween these branches, as they are kindred bodies, 
it might sometimes happen that the same feel- 
ings and passions would prevail : feelings and 
passions which might lead to dangerous results. 
This rendered it necessary to establish a third 
branch to revise the proceedings of the two. But 
as this revisory power has generally been placed 
in the small body or a single hand it is not vested 
with an absolute but merely with a qualified neg- 
ative. And our experience has proved that this 
third provision against hasty and unadvised acts 
of the legislature has been salutary and profita- 
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ble. The people of this State have been in the 
habit of looking at the proceedings of the legis- 
lature ihus constituted, and they have been accus- 
tomed to the revisory power. Their objections 
have never been that this revisory power existed, 
or that it was distinct from the legislature, but 
they do complain that it is placed in improper 
hands ; in hands not directly responsible to the 
people, and whose duty forbids all connexion with 
the legislature. I am one of those who fhlly be- 
lieve in the efficacy of that objection. 

**The council of revision was disposed of by 
the yote of Tuesday and I could have wished that 
all further discussion of its merits and demerits 
had been dispensed with ; but a different course 
has been pursued. From the explanation of the 
Chairman of the select committee, the public 
would infer that we voted for the abolition of the 
council of revision from feelings of delicacy 
and tenderness to the judiciary, and to shield them 
from unjust calumny. Sir, my vote was not giv- 
en from any such motive. I will not vote for the 
abolition of any article of the constitution out of 
any kindness for any individual. I should be 
asnamed to have any vote go forth to my consti- 
tuents upon such grounds. The council of revis- 
i(m has not sinswered the purpose for which our 
^hers intended it. This is the ground and mo- 
tive upon which my vote was given. I object to 
the council as being composed of the judiciary, 
who are not directly responsible to the people. 
I ol]ject to it because it inevitably connects the 
judiciary — ^those who, with pure hearts and sound 
heads, should preside in the sanctuaries of justice, 
with the intrigues and collisions of party strife; 
becanse it tends to make our judges politicians, 
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and becajse such has heen its practical effect. I 
am warranted by facts in making this objection,. 
If such had not been the case I should not have 
voted for expunging the third article of the con- 
istitution. 

"I highly esteem the honorable gentlemen from 
Oneida, (Judge Piatt) who yesterday thought it his 
duty to raise a discussion upon the merits of the 
council. I regret that he has done so. I respe<^ 
the members of the council of revision, and for their 
sakes this debate should never have been introduc- 
ed. It will become our duty to revise that part of 
our constitution relating to the judiciary ; and it 
is of vital importance to its members to preserve 
them from prejudice. 

"Have I not assumed the true ground which in- 
duced the unanimous vote on Tuesday, for separat- 
ing the Judiciary from the legislative department? 
It needs but a slight view to show that the opera- 
tions of the council have been such as I have stated. 
On this subject I will only call the attention of the 
committee to two instances. The first is that 
which the gentleman from Dutchess yesterday 
iadvocated. I ask the convention for a moment to 
recur to that lamentable occasion, when the high 
power of prorc^ation was exercised by the exe- 
cutive to check the torrent of corruption which 
had set in upon the legislature and which proved 
the wisdom and necessity of some constitutional 
check. This proving ineflfectual, every eye was 
turned to the council of revision, to arrest the prog- 
gress of the measure about to be adopted. What 
was their course? the bill which had occasioned 
"that strong act of power was passed by the coun- 
cil, although there were not wanting in thatcouo- 
cil men who were alive to their interest and tte 
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honor of the State. The language of the major- 
ity was that the bill upon its face contained no 
provision contrary to the constitution, and that the 
legislature were the judges of its expediency. 
Pursue the subject farther. The scenes which 
passed within their walls during the darkest peri- 
od of the war cannot be forgotten. It is well known 
that the two branches of the legislature were di- 
vided ; while in the one house we were exerting 
ourselves to provide for the defence of the coun- 
try, the other house were preparing to impeach 
the executive for appropriating money without 
law for the defence of the state. But the effect 
was unavailing. An election intervened and the 
people with honorable fidelity to the best interests 
of the country returned a legislature ready and 
willing to apply the public resourses to the public 
defence. They passed a variety of acts called for 
by the exigencies of the country. But from the 
council of revision were fiilminated objections to 
the passage of those acts. Oljections which 
were industriously circulated throughout the 
•state to foment the elements of failure. Be- 
yond all doubt was produced at that moment the 
sentiment which has led to the vote to abolish the 
council. 

The legislature had exerted themselves in the 
public defonce ; and the object of those objections 
was to impress the public mind with the belief 
that their representatives were treading under 
foot the laws and constitution of the country. — 
The public voice on that occasion was open and 
decided ; and it has ever since continued to set 
in wide and deep against the council. In making 
these remarks I disclaim all personal allusions to 
the author of these objections. I entertain for 
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him the highest respect. As a judicial officer he 
is entitled to great consideration, and I should es- 
teem his loss from tho station he fills as a puhUe 
calami^. 

Mr. Van Buren repeated his regret that this 
discussion had heen called forth, as the oonstitu* 
r tion of the Judiciary is to be reviewed. But he 
could not consent, in abolishing the Councili to 
shed tears over its ruins, or pass an eulogy on its 
character. By doing this, and by the course of 
some gentlemen^s arguments, we are mouring 
over our own acts, and preparing the public to dis- 
trust our sincerity. We ourselves, are under- 
mining what we ouselves have done. 

" To return to the argument : That Legislative 
bodies are subject to passion, and sometimes to 
improper influence, is not to be denied. Their 
acts are so frequently detrimental to the public in- 
terest, that the united voice of the people calls for 
their repeal — a strikmg proof, if proof were ne- 
cessary, that Legislatures are but men, subject 
to all the infirmities and frailties of our nature^^ 
The cases cited by the gentleman from Dutchess, 
are strong and directly to the point. They shew 
that the representatives of the people do some- 
times err. They shew also the necessity of the 
controlling power. And what is the consequence 
of placing such a power on the footing recom- 
mended by the Report of the Committee? It may 
suspend for a time the operations of legislaticm. 
It may prevent the passage of a bad law,. but ne- 
ver can defeat the passage of a good one. If a 
good law be returned with objections, it virill come 
before the people: they will pronounce upon it^ 
and return representatives who will insist upon 
its passage. If it be a bad oodj the rvvwry 
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power will be justified: delay therefore for ther 
most part will be the only consequence of the 
check, and that will be followed by all the benefits 
of farther discussion and a fuller understanding of 
the subject. But the advantages of such a power 
are not confined to its exercise. I concur with 
my friend from Oneida, (Judge Piatt,) as to its 
silent effect. The advantages arising from its si- 
lent and sure operation, are doubtless greater than 
the exercise of the power. A bare majority is not 
always an indication of honesty, or that a favorite 
measure is correct. Great weight of character 
and powerful talents are oflen embodied in the 
minority. Many laws pass by a bare majority; 
but when there is a qualified negative upon the 
acts of the Legislature, the gentlemen of the ma- 
jority, aware of this power, may be restrained 
from passing many improper bills. I have no 
doubt but considerations of this kind have influ- 
enced the conduct of Legislatures for years past. 
In every point of view, whether from our own ex- 
j^erience or the experience of other states, we 
discover this liability for Legislatures to act has- 
tily and inconsiderately. The judgment of most 
reflecting men unites in the expediency of some 
check like that proposed by the Committee; and, 
when it can be productive of no other efiect than 
to suspend the passage of a bill, and thereby en- 
able the people to express their will upon the sub- 
ject, it is to me matter of surprise that so much 
hostility should be shewn to the Report of the 
Committee. 

" But, Sir, the prevention of party legislation 
is not the only nor the most important reason why 
Dve are ctispoeed to give the power to the Execu- 
tivf. Our Govetnmaat is divided into separate 




LIKE OF JUAJLTim V^ BPSUT, }0^ 

and distinct departments — ^Executive, Judicial and 
Legislative. And it is iadispensable to ^ pi^ 
servatiou of the system, that each of these d»* 
partments should be preserved in its proper sphes^ 
from the eocroachments of the others. It is o}^ 
jected, however, to vestip^ the power in the haftjin 
of a single individual, on account pf the liahiUtJT 
of man to the abuse of power. But an instemq^ 
of the abuse of power thus confided has nevj^ 
existed where it did not defeat the very object fyf 
which it was abused. 

Distinct branches . are not only necessary t^ 
the existence of government, but when you hav^ 
furnished them it is necessary that you should 
make them in a great degree independent of each 
other. No government can be so formed as to 
make them entirely separate ; but it has been the 
study of the wisest and best men to invent a plan 
by which they might be rendered as independeut 
of each other as the nature of government would 
admit. The legislative department is by far th^ 
strongest and is constantly inclined to encroac^^ 
upon the weaker branches of government— and up- ' 
on individual rights. This arises from a variety 
of causes. In the first place the powers of that 
department are more extensive and undefinaUo 
than those of any other, which ^ives its memben 
an exalted idea of their superiority. They aro 
the representatives of the people, from which cir* 
cumstance they think they possess, and of right 
ought to possess, all the powers of the people.-— 
This is natural and it is easy to imagine all tlM 
consequences that may follow. 

This is not all*«-they hojLd the purse aU^utiSS ^ 

10 
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of the government is dependent on them for sub- 
•btenoe. You have heen told and correctly told 
that those who feed men and enjoy the privileges 
of dispensing the public bounty, will in greater 
or less degree, influence and control them. It is 
unreasonable or improbable to suppose that power 
thus constituted, should have a tendency to exert 
itself for purposes not congenial with the true in- 
terests of the other branches of the government. 
The gentleman from Dutchess referred to some 
striking illustrations of the conduct of legislative 
bodies in this particular, which shows that pow- 
er thus vested is too frequently abused. The 
case of Pennsylvania is entitled to our serious 
consideration. In 1783 they provided a board of 
censors to examine into the proceedings of the 
legislature. Those censors, though some of them 
bad taken part in the proceedings of that body 
ibr years, pointed out and report^ a long list of 
infractions of the constitution. In 1790aconven-. 
tion was called which formed a new constitution. 
;That body afler a full and deliberate discussicm 
'inserted in their new constitution that very ar- 
ticle which has been reported as worthy a place 
in ours. That convention was composed of the 
wisest and best men in the state, many of whom 
assisted in forming a constitution of the United 
States. It contained Mifflin, JVTKean, Addison, 
Oallitin and a lonff list of other statesmen dis- 
tinguished for their talents, wisdom and experi- 
ence. The people of Pennsylvania at the adop- 
tion of their first constitution did not believe in the 
prindples for which I am contending ; but experi- 
ence soon taught them that they were wrong.— 
tlietdieck proposed in 1790 was adopted and the 
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legislature since has been kept in the line of their 
duty. In my view the conduct of Pennsylvania 
affords the strongest testimony in favour of adop? 
ting the course recommended by the committeOy 
and I cannot but believe that if the propostion of 
this gentleman from Dutchess should prevail^ 
New York would experience the same evils and 
be compelled to resort to the same measures to 
get rid of the experiment. 

The gentleman from Dutchess has referred us 
to Virginia and discanted on the number, wis- 
dom and integrity of their statesmen. Mr. Van 
Buren would cheerfully assent to all he had said up- 
on that point. In that number was included, the 
political father of the State, Mr. Jefferson. No 
man had more experience in the government of 
that state ; no one had more fearlessly pointed 
out the defects of her constitution, unfortu- 
nately it imposes no check upon the legislaative 
power ; their Grovernor is elected by the legisla- 
ture, and of course is but a creature of that body. 
And at this moment it is a source of regret to the 
best statesmen of Virginia that they have no^ 
check. Mr. Jeff*erson in his notes on Virginia 
expresses himself thus: 

"All the power of government, executive, judi- 
cial and legislative, result to the legislative body. 
The concentrating these in the same hand is pro- 
cisely the definition of despotic government. It 
will be no alleviation that these powers will be ex- 
ercised by a plurality of hands, and not by a single 
one. Let those who doubt it turn their eyes to 
the republic of Venice. As little will it avail ua 
that they are chosen by ourselves. An eleotiye 
despotism, was not the ffovernment we foitfht 
for ; bat one which should not only be foundedoa 
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fteef p^ndplcfs, btft in trhich the powet of .goverft- 
ftKmrt dhomd be so divided and balanced among 
isveral bodies of magistracy that no one could 
transcend their legal limits without being legally 
checked and unharmed by the others. For this 
reason that convention which passed the ordi- 
ttitnoe of Grovemmeiit laid its foundation on this 
basis, that the executive, judicial and legislative 
department should be separate and distinct so that 
no person should exercise the powers of more 
thsln one of them at the same time. Bnt no 
barrier was prdvided hetween those several powers. 
The judiciary and executive members were left de- 
pendent on the legislature for th^ir subsistence in 
office and some ofthem for their continuance in it. 
If therefore the legislature assumes executive and 
judiciary powers, no opposition is likely to be 
made ; nor if made can be effectual ; because in 
that case they can put these proceedings into the 
Ibrm of an act of assembly, which will render 
them obligatory on the other branches. They 
have acc^ordingly in many instsihces decided 
tights which should have been left to the judicia- 
ry controversy ; and the direction of the execu- 
tive during the whole time of their session is be<> 
ooming habitual and fkmiliar. 

Here sir', we have the opinion and the com- 
jflaints of this great man. The legislature had 
usurped the power 6f all the departments. The 
neople had declared that their departments should 
DO radependent, but they deceived themselves by 
truating to parchment regulations, and the gentle- 
man fVom Dutehess wished us to go on and invest 
As legislature with all the power of the people. 

But thid is not all. That there may be no mis- 
fl&e in the views of the distingcddied man I think 
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it proper to state that in 1783 it was oontemplat- 
ed to call a convention to amend their constitution. 
Mr. JeETerson with paternal solicitude for the in- 
terest of the state, framed a constitution to be sub- 
mitted to that body. — "It may be found in the ap- 
pendix to the notes on Virginia" and contains a^ 
clause for the establishing of the veto power. 

Mr. Van Buren after some further remarks on 
Virginia and Mr. Jefferson, went on to say : 

" The gentleman from Westchester has presen- 
ted a long list of instances where the legislature 
have encroached on the executive, by concurrent 
resolutions ; a striking proof of the truth of my 
remarks. And sir, if you provide no check the 
legislature will go on to strip the executive of all 
his powers. Then is it not necessary for the well 
being of the government to vest a check in some 
other department? A contrary doctrine,* lam 
satisfied, is both dangerous and absurd. In the 
constitution of the United States and in several 
of the other States, you have a provision precise- 
ly similar to that for which we are now contend- 
, ^^ 

* Here it may not be amiss to remark that Gen. Harrison, the Fed* 
eral candidate for the Presidency, in some of his letters to his frteodfi 
before he was in leading strings to his confidential committee, has d»» 
Glared his opposition to the exercise of the veto power by the rresident 
of the United States, and seems to assume great merit to himself tlwi 
he did not exercise that power when he was Governor of Indiana T«ifi- 
tory— and for this reason that he did not wish to interfere with lam 
agreed on by the representatives of the peopiew— However popular tiM 
General conceived this declaration might make him with the ne<^ 
pie. it was tantamount to a declaration that he would disobey the law 
under which he held his office.— The ordinance <^ Congress creatiiv 
the territory of which he was the Governor, gave the veto power to 
the Governor no doubt that it might be exercised upon fitting and 
proper occasions— and it is presumed that no more fit or proper oc^ 
casion could occur than when the legislature of the Territory pssseii a 
bill to make the man who would threaten his neighbour in a menaeiiff 
manner, liable to be sold into slavery forsuch fine as mghtbe impond 
upon him, or for the costs of prosecution, provided he wat so povMf 
•trick«a Uiat he could pot pay eiiher wiih mooey. 

10* 
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ing. Although amendments to the Consthtition 
have been proposed from almost every part of the 
Union — still, against that provision we have never 
heard a murmur. That provision was avowedly 
copied from the Constitution of Massachusetts, 
where its utility has never been questioned.— 
Maine lived under it for nearly forty years; and, 
oil being separated into an independent state, has 
adopted the same provision. The late Convention 
in Massachusetts affords one of the strongest evi- 
dences that a patriotic people can give, in favor of 
this provision. This Convention was composed 
of their wisest and best men, selected without re- 
ference to party, and embracing almost the whole 
body of the talents of the state. They were two 
months in session; and, in course of all their de- 
bates, not a word of complaint was uttered against 
this part of the Constitution. After some re- 
marks upon the veto power in EIngland, Mr. Van 
Buren proceeded: 

" We have heretofore had the revisory power 
in the hands of the Judiciary and Executive uni- 
ted; and now, because the people call for a sepa- 
ration, shall we destroy it altogether? Shall we 
f> to the other extreme, and have no restriction ? 
cannot perceive the benefits to result from such 
a course. I am persuaded of its impropriety. — 
We have decided on the abolition of the Council 
of SLevision in a manner that will redound to our 
credit; and I had flattered myself that, from the 
promptness with which that decision was made, 
the passaj^ of the amendment would have fol- 
lowed without opposition.^' 

In this case, as in most other cases in which he 
exerted himself, the sage advice of Mr. Van Bu- 
rea was followed: the oUl Council of Bevision was 
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abolished, and the veto power placed in the hands 
of the Executive, by which he could arrest the 
progress of hasty and ill advised legislation, and 
prevent the enactment of bad laws without hav« 
mg the power of preventing a good one — as the 
Constitution, as it now stands, provides that, if 
the Legislature pass a bill objectiofnable to the 
Executive, he returns it with his reasons : but, if 
those reasons are not satisfactory, the Legistor 
ture have a right to pass it, provided two thirds of 
each branch of the Legislature approve of the 
bill and reject the reasons of the Governor. 

The reasonings of Mr. Van Buren on this very 
important subject, it is presumed will be satisfac- 
tory to every impartial and intellectual man who 
studies them. The power vested in the Judiciary, 
as a Council of Revision, was too great, and in- 
consistent with the principles of our Government. 
It was placing in the hands of the Judiciary a 
power over the other two branches of the Go- 
vernment, that could not fail to produce the most 
mischievous effects. The veto power is now ia 
the hands of the Grovemor, who is directly t^ 
sp<msible to the people, and who will be cautious 
of abusing that power, or of using it but in caaet 
of emergency. 

We would ask the reader here to ponder over the 
consequences of the act of the Congress of the 
United States being final and conclusive in the 
attempt made in 1 832 to recharter the Bank of 
the United States, when the Congress that passed 
that bill was notoriously dependent on that Bank 
to the amount of nearly if not wholly of half a 
million of dollars. Had there been no veto power 
vested in the President, or no honest President to 
exercise it, is it not clear that from the day Ad 
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Ull became a law, the whole people of the Uiuk 
ted States would have become the mere vassals 
of an arrogant corporation, who would have been 
the actual Grovernment of the country — and, in- 
stead of our people being free and independent, as 
at this moment, they would have been ruled by 
£«nglishmen or the servants of Englishmen? But 
thanks to the wisdom of the sages, who placed 
the veto power in the proper hands, and thanks 
to that incorruptible patriot who had the moral 
courage to exercise it. And who but the corrup- 
tionists of the day will not acknowledge the veto 
power was equally well applied against the Mays- 
ville Head Bill, which has put a period to the 
most stupendous system of venality and corrup- 
tion, that exists in any other country out of Great 
Britain? 

The next question that came under discussion 
was the term of time for which the Grovernor 
should hold his office without rcvelection. Three 
years had been the term under the old Constitu- 
tion; but Mr. Van Buren conceived that as the 
Convention had increased the power of the Go- 
vernor, his responsibility should also be aug- 
mented ; and he therefore brought forward a pro- 
position that he should hold his office for two 
years. On this subject also he made a lucid and 
oonvincing speech, aiid his proposition was acce- 
ded to. 

The proposition to prefix a bill of rights to 
the Constitution, was opposed by him, and on the 
true and solid Democratic ground, that bills 
of right were extended to the subjects of kings 
or potentates, who claimed to be their masters, 
and those grants considered acts of grace towards 
those who bad no rights but suck as they derived 
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firom their tyrants. The people are sovereign 
here, and acknowledge no superior. Their rights 
are inherent in themselves ; and, for them to ask 
or sue. for a bill of rights, is an anomaly that 
freemen ought not to submit to. The Constitu- 
tion was a grant from the sovereign to their 
agents, reserving to themselves all those pri- 
vileges not granted. Freemen acknowledge no 
sovereign, no superior but the laws, made by them- 
selves, through their agents, who are as amenable 
to the laws as others of the community. Mr. 
Van Buren's whole politcal life has been spent 
in endeavoring to support the rights of the peo- 
ple, and to equalize the laws so that they bear 
upon the community as justly and as equably as 
is practicable in a state of society : and his exer- 
tions in that holy cause have been just and true, 
even where the tendency has been to diminish 
those prerogatives granted to him by the Consti- 
tution, in his capacity of Legislator, or President 
of the United States. His arguments in the Con- 
vention went to diminish the power of the Legis- 
lature of which he himself was a member, and 
in prospect, perhaps, of filling one of those oifioes 
which would have promoted liim to being a mem- 
her of that Council, for the abolition of which he 
labored so strenuously. And in his present situ- 
ation, he has proposed a measure, which, when 
carried into effect, must necessarily greatly re- 
duce his power, influence and patronage. 

The Treasury Bill will, when compared ei- 
ther to a system of Banks, either State or Na- 
tional, most essentially reduce the power, patron- 
age and infhience of the Executive department of 
the Government, the insinuations ana assertioDS 
of his enemies to the contrary notwithstamlihg. 
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Mr. Van Buren has been falsely and we must 
say wickedly charged with having in the conven- 
tion attempted to restrain the right of suffrage — 
fitlsely we say because the charge is untrue ; and 
wickedly, because his exertions were of an oppo- 
site tendency, that of enlarging and equalizing 
that right in its exercise, and as that charge 
has been more generally made than most others, 
and being too directly opposite to his disposition 
and to his efforts in the convention, a large portion 
of his speeches on that subject will be laid before 
the reader. 

Under the old constitution the right of suffrage 
was exercised only by persons who were pos- 
sessed of a freehold value of 20* pounds within 
the county where he voted or had rented a tene* 
ment of the yearly value of forty shilUngs, and 
had actually paid taxes to the state ; which quali- 
fications entitled him to vote for members of the 
House of Representatives. But the electors of 
the senate and governor required to be possessed 
of a freehold estate valued at 100 pounds over 
and above all debts charged therecm — and these 
qualifications included negroes. 

The present qualifications of electors are as 
fidlows: 

To extend the right of sufiVage so far Mr. 
Van Buren was perhaps the most active man in 
the convention, and to shew this fact in the clear- 
est light the following extracts from his speech is 
given on the question of an amendment proposed 
y Judge Spencer, that the qualification of .electors 
for senator should be a freehold estate worth 

f250 clear of all charges against it. But Mr. 
an Buren said he was opposed to the amendment 
oftred by the gentleman (Judge Spencer) from 
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Albany, and he would beg the indulgence of the 
committee for a short time while he would ear 
plain the reasons which in his opinion requir* 
ed its rejection. The extreme importance which 
the movers had attached to the subject and the 
sombre and frightful picture which had been drawn 
by his colleague (the Chancellor) of the alarm- 
ing consequences which would result from a course 
diferent from the one recommended, rendered 
it a duty which those who held a contrary opinion 
owed to themselves and their constituents to ex- 
plain the motives which governed them. If a 
stranger had heard the discussion on the subject 
and had been unacquainted with the character of 
our people and the character and standing of 
those who find it their duty to oppose the meas- 
ure he might have supposed that we were on 
the point of prostrating with lawless violence, (me 
of the fairest and firmest pillars of the government 
and of introducing into the sanctuary of the 
constitution, a mob or a rabble violent and disorgan- 
izing as were the jacobins of France, and furious, 
and mercenary as the radicals of England are by 
some gentlemen supposed to be. The gentleman 
from Albany, (the Chancellor) tells us that if we send 
the constitution to the people without the provis- 
ion contemplated by the proposition now under con- 
sideration, it will meet with the scorn of the wise 
and be hailed with exultation by the profligate and 
the vicious. He entertained he said a high per- 
sonal respect for his mover of the amendment 
and also for his learned colleague who had so pa- 
thetically described the many evils and miseries 
which its rejection would occasion; he declared 
his entire conviction of his sincerity in what be 
hadtrtterad in his rimpUeity of character^ whidii lie 
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tmd himself SO feelingly described, hi»kaowii 
dcm'r aod purity of charactor would forbid any one 
to doubt that he had spoken the sentiment of his 
heart. But believing as he did that those fears 
and apprehensions were wholly without ibundar 
don — it could not be expected that he would .suC' 
ler them to govern his conduct. 

** Permit me to ask," said Mr. Van Buren, 
^where are the wise men to be found who it was 
supposed would pass a censure so severe on. our 
conduct ? Did the gentleman allude to the wise 
men of the east? Throughout their dominions 
there is not a constitution containing in for m or sub- 
stance the provision contemplated by the amend- 
ment. Did he allude to their descendants in the west? 
In Ohio and Illinois and partially in Indiana, 
their constitutions were in this particular as 
CRirs would be if this amendment was adopted. — 
Did he allude to those in the South? In none of 
their constitutions, nor in those of any state in 
the union (except North Carolina) was such a pro- 
vision as that proposed by the amendment. In 
the constitution of the union too, which has been in 
(^ration Icmg enough to test the correctness and 
soundness of its principles, there was no exces- 
sive free hold representation. That constitution 
was now the boast and pride of the American 
people, and the admiration of the world. He pre- 
sumed there was not an individual in that commit- 
tee who would question the sufficiency of the gen- 
eral government for the protection of life, liber- 
ty and property ; under this government and the 
several state constitutions, the state had been and 
eontinaed to be rapidly advancing in public im- 
frcnmmat» and the nation was in the full fruition 
oftbe UsMinpi ofdvil eadiiriigwwitihaty^gypgy 
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one was sitting quietly and safely under his awn 
vine and fig tree? and every one enjoying wHk^ 
out molestation the fruits of his own labour aad 
industry. It could not therefore fail to strike the 
mind of every man that the great alarm which had 
been attempted to be excited on this subject waa 
entirely imaginary, certainly without adequate 
foundation. Why then hsui this appeal been made 
to the fears and apprehensions of the committee? 
In the grave and portentioiis deductions whidbi 
the gentleman who supported the amendment 
had drawn from the amendment under considera- 
tion, the question raised by it heul in a great de- 
gree been disregarded, if not entirely lost sight of 
The committee had been entertained with the 
most frightfiil conjectures, subject if not wholly, 
certainly in a great degree, unconnected with 
the object of the amendment.* They had been 
told of the present bad character and worse pro- 
pensities of the great portion of their present pop- 
ulation. The demoralizing eiSects of great manu- 
facturing establishments which might or might not 
hereafter grow up among us had been portrayed m 
the darkest colours. The dissolute and aband<»x- 
ed character of a large portion of the inhabitants 
of the old cities of Europe, and the probability of 
similar degeneracy in this happy land, had been 
represented in hideous deformity ; and all the 
powers of eloquence and the inventions of imagin- 
ation had been enlisted to present to our view a 
long train of evils which would follow by extend- 
ing the right of suffrage to such a description 
of people. And all this had been done to pi-ocure 
the adoption of the amendment under considea- 
tion. He would now put the question to the sober 

11 
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fense of the committee, and to the highly respect- 
able and venerable gentlemen who had thought 
proper to press these matters upon them at this 
stage of the discussion, with what propriety had 
this been done? Did the amendment raise the 
question whether any, and what amount of /wcjp- 
9rty should be a requisite qualification for a voter? 
Whether contributions to the public for the pro- 
tection of property, shall be required ; or wheth- 
er personal services either in th^ public defence 
or for public improvement should be deemed suffi- 
cient : these he said were brought into view by 
• the select committee in its report, and on which 
they would hereafter have to act, but they were 
not now under discussion ; when they would come 
before them, might the past the . present and 
the probable future character of the population 
of the state, bo proper subjects for consideration. 

There were two words that had come into use 
with our revolutionary struggle ; words which 
contained an abridgement of our political rights ; 
words which at that day had a talismanic efiect: 
which led our fathers from the bosom of their 
fiimilies to the tented fields ; which for seven long 
years, under toil and suffering, had kept them, 
to their arms; and which finally conducted them 
to a glorious triumph. These words were "Taxa- 
•ttion" and "Representation ;" nor did they lose 
their influence ^ith the close of that struggle. 
They were never heard in our halls of legislation 
without bringing to our recollection the conse- 
crated feelings of those who won our liberties; or 
without reminding us of every thing that was 
sound in principle. 

Apply said Mr. Van Buren, the principle thus 
inculcated to the question under consideration and 
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let its merits be thereby tested. Are, those of 
your citizens represented whose voices are never 
heard in your senate? are these citizens represen- : 
ted or heard in the formation of your courts df: 
justice from the highest to the lowest ? Was, then, 
representation in one branch of the legislature;, • 
which by itself can do nothing — which instead ot 
securing to them the blessings of legislation, 
only enables them to prevent it as an evil, any " 
thing more than a shadow \ wa^ it not emphatical- 
ly keeping the' word of promise to the ear, and 
breaking it to the hope? was it not even leas 
than the virtual representation with which our 
fathers were attempted to be appeased by their 
oppressors? It was even so; and if so, could they 
as long as this distinction was retained hold up 
their heads and without blushing . pretend to be 
the advocates of that special canon of political ' 
rights that taxation and representation were, and - 
ever should be indissoluble? He thought not.' 

In whose name, and for whose benefit, he asked 
were they called upon to disappoint the just expect 
tations of their constituents, and to persevere in 
what he could not but regard as a violation of 
principle? It was in the name and for the secu- 
rity of farmers, that they were called upon to 
adopt this measure. This was indeed acting in 
an imposing name ; and they who used it knew 
full well that it was so. It was the boast, the 
pride and the security of this nation that she had 
in her bosom a body of men, who, for sobriety, 
integrity, industry and patriotism^, was unequalled 
by the cultivators of the earth in any part of the 
known world : nay, more— to compare them with 
the men of similar pursuits in other countries, 
was to degrade them. And woful must be our de» 
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ganefacy before any thing tha,t might be supposed 
to a^^ct the interests: of the farmers pf the ccom- 
tiy.9 oould be listened to. with indifierence by those 
who governed us. 

He could not yield to any man in respect for 
this invaluabla class of our citizens, nor in zeal 
for their support. But how did this matter standi? 
inqtdred Mr. Van Buren. Was the allegation, 
that they were violating the wishes, and tamper- 
ing with the security of the farmers, founded in 
f^ctr— or wasp it merely colour^blo ? Who, h^ 
aaked, had hitherto constituted the majority of 
the voters of the state ? The farmers, who had 
called for and insisted' upon the Convention-— far- 
mers and freeholders! Who passed the law, ad^- 
mitting those who were not electors to a free par- 
ticipation in the decision of the questicm of Con-r 
vention or no Convention, and also to the choice 
of delegates to that body. A Legislature, of 
which a majority were farmers, and probably 
every one of them a freeholder of the value of 
%50 dollars and upwards. The &rmers of thiai 
state, had, he said by an overwhelming majority, 
admitted those who were not freeholders to a full 
participati(»^ with themslves in every stage of 
tliis great effort to amend the Constitution and to 
ameliorate the condition of the people. Could he, 
then, ought he to be told, that they would be dis- 
iqppointed in their expectations, when they found 
that by the provisions of the Constitution as 
amended, a great proportion of their fellow citi- 
ssens were ei^franchised fuid released from fetters 
which they themselves had done all in their 
power to loosen? He did not believe it. Again, 
'enquired Mr. Van Buren, who are we that have 
been chosen to perform this great and good work? 
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A great majority of us are practical farmers ; all 
freeholders and of no small amounts. Were they 
their own worst enemies ? Could they be sus- 
pected of a want of fidelity to the freehold inte- 
rest? No, the farmers had looked for no such 
event; they had earnestly desired it. Whatever 
ravages the -possession of power might have 
made in the breasts of others, they at least had 
shewn they could feel power without forgetting 
right. If any thing could render this class of 
men dearer and more estimable than they were, 
it was this magnanimous sacrifice they had made 
on the altar of principle, by consenting to admit 
those of their fellow citizens, who, though not so 
highly favored by fortune as themselves, had still 
enough to bind them to their country, to an equal 
participation in the blessings of a free Govern- 
ment. Thus he understood their wishes, and he 
would govern himself accordingly; having the 
consolation to know that if he should have misun- 
derstood them, they would have the power of res- 
cuing themselves from the efiects of such mis- 
apprehension, by rejecting the amendments that 
would be proposed for their adoption. 

But let us, said he, consider the subject in ano- 
ther and different point of view. It was their 
wish to satisfy all, so that their proceedings should 
meet with the approbation of the whole commu- 
nity ; it was his desire to consult the interests and 
respect the wishes of all ; h^ would not hamper 
the rich nor tread upon tlie poor, but would 
respect each alike. He would submit a few 
considerations to the men of property, who thiok 
this provision necessary for its security; and, in 
doing so, he would speak of propertv in general, 

11* ' . 
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droppittg the important distinction made by the 
amendment offered between real and personal es- 
tate. Admitting, for the sake of argument, that 
the distinction was just, wise and necessary for 
the security of property, was the object affected 
by the present regulation? He thought not: Pro- 
perty was not now represented in the Senate to 
the extent it was erroneously supposed to be. To 
represent individual property, it would be rie:ces- 
wry that each individual should have a number 
of votes, in some degree at lesist in proportion to 
the amount of his property. This was the man- 
ner property was represented in various corpora- 
tions and in moneyed institutions. Suppose, in 
such institution, one man had one hundred shares, 
another one share, could you gravely tell the 
man who held one hundred shares, *hat his pro- 
perty was represented in the directio • if their 
votes were equal. To say that because a nan worth 
millions, as is the case in this Committee, has one 
vote, and another citizen, worth only two hundred 
and fifly dollars in real estate, has one vote for 
Senator, that therefore their property is equally 
represented in the Senate, is, to say the least, speak- 
ing very incorrectly: it is literally substitu- 
ting a shadow for a reality; and, though the case 
he had stated, by way of illustration, would not 
be a common one, still, the disparity which per- 
vaded the whole community, was sufficiently just 
to render his argument correct. 

If to this it was answered that the amount was 
not material ; that the idea of their representing 
freeholders would be sufficient, his reply was 
that the purpose was answered by the Constitu- 
tion as it stands. It now provides that the Sena- 
tors shall be freeholders, and that part of the 
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>Jt)nstitution it was not proposed to alter. Their*' 
was no objection to fixing the amount of the fre*i 
hold required in the elected, and to place it on a 
respectable but not an extravagant footing. It 
therefore an ideal representation of property wtM 
of any value, that object was fully obtained with- 
out the amendment. But the preservation of in- 
dividual property is not the great object of having 
it represented in the Senate. 

When the people of this state shall have so far' 
degenerated; when the principles of order and 
good government, which characterize our people^ 
and afford security to our institutions, shall have 
so far given way to anarchy and violence, as to 
lead to an attack upon private property, or an 
Agrarian law to which allusion had been made 
by the gentleman from Albany, (the Chancellor,) 
or by an attempt to throw all the burdens upon 
any particular class of men, then all constitutional 
provisions will be idle and unavailing, because 
they will have lost all their force and influence. 
In answer to the apprehension so frequently ex- 
pressed, that unless this amendment prevails; 
there is nothing to prevent '•all the taxes being 
laid on the real estate, it is only necessary to 
state that there is no more in the Constitution of* 
of the United States than there will be in ours, if 
the amendment fails, to prevent all the revenuesr 
in the Union being raised by direct taxation. And 
was such a fear ever entertained for the Greneral 
Government? How is it possible for gentlemen' 
to suppose, that in a constitutional regulation, un- 
der which all the states are enjoying the most 
ample security for property, an individual state' 
would be exposed to danger. • 

The representation then of property in the 
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jptoate, under the existing Constitution, was, bsh' 
reopected individual estates, wholly delusive, and 
08 It respected the interest of property in the 
di^rent secticms of the state, so flagrantly une- 
aoal as to destroy practical advantage to property 
trom a representation of it, and not only so, but 
made it infinitely worse, than if property was 
not professed to be represented at all. 

And what, he enquired, had been its practical 
efl^ts? Had they been such as to afford any ad- 
ditional security to property? Had the members 
of the Senate for years past been more respecta- 
ble for talents or integrity? Had tliey shewn 
a greater regard for property ? Had they been 
more vigilant in guarding the public treasury 
than the assembly? 

The Senate, he said, had been the only legisla- 
tive body in which he had ever the honor of a 
seat ; and he had been there from a very early 
Qge— almost all his political connexions had been 
With that body. His earliest political recollec- 
tions were associated with its proceedings; and he 
had, m some of its proceedings, as much cause 
for individual gratification, as could well, under 
the circximstances, fall to the lot of any man; 
notwithstanding which, and siisd the strong par- 
tiality he always felt for that body, he could not 
9^ that in the many years he was there, the 
•entiment never occurred to him that such was 
■ his case. On the contrary, a regard for truth 
constrained him to say, that in every thing that 
regarded the imposition of public burdens and the 
disposition of the public property, was more 
closely looked into and more severely scruti- 
juized by Uie Assembly than the Senate. The 
sense of immediate responsibility to the people, 
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produoed more efibot on the Assemby than the 
consideration that they represented those who' 
were supposed principally to bear the burdens^ 
did in the Senate; and such he conscientiously be- 
lieved would always be the case. He asked the 
members of the Committee whether they believed 
there had been a moment for the last forty years, 
when a proposition in the Assembly to make an 
unjust distinction between real and personal pro- 
perty, in the imposition of public burdens, would 
not have been hooted out of that body, and if any 
one had been found maH enough to have dared its 
introduction. Why, then, he asked, alarm our-- 
selves by fears for the future, which the expe- 
rience of the past demonstrated to be erroneous? 
Why disregard the admonitions of experience, to 
pursue the dubious path of speculation and the- 
ory ? 

He had no doubt but the gentlemen who had 
spoken in favor of the amendment, had suffered 
from the fearful forebodings which they had 
expressed^ That ever to be revered band of pa- 
triots, who made our Constitution, entertained 
them also, and therefore engrafted on it the 
clause which is now contended for. JBut a full 
and perfect experience had proved the fallacy of 
their speculations, and they were now caNed 
upon again to adopt the exploded notion ; and oli 
that ground to disfranchise, if not a majority, nearly 
a moiety of our citizens. He said he was an 
unbeliever in the speculations and mere theories 
on the subject of Government, of the best and 
the wisest men, when unsupported by, and espe- 
cially when opposed by expe rience. He believed 
with a sensible, elegant and modern writer, that 
Constituticms are the work of time, liot the in- 
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¥entk»ns of ingenuity; and that to frame a com^- 
ptete system of Government, depending on habits 
of reverence and experience, was an attempt as 
absurd as to build a tree or manufacture an 
opinion. All our observation, he said, united to 
justify this assertion. When they looked at the 
Convention that adopted the Ck>OLStitutiQn of the 
United States, they could not fail to be struck by 
the extravagance, and, as experience had proved, 
the futility of the fears and hopes that were en- 
tertained and expressed from the different provi- 
sions of that Constitution hy the members. The 
venerable and enlightened Franklin had no hope, 
if the President had the qualified negative, that it 
would be possible to keep him honest; that the 
extensive power of objecting to laws would inevi- 
tably lead to the bestowment of douceurs to prevent 
the exercise of the power ; and rnsmy, very many of 
the members believed that the general government, 
framed as it was, would in a few years prostrate 
the State Governments. While on the other hand, 
Hamilton, Madison and others distressed them- 
selves with the apprehension that unless they 
oould inflise more vigor into the Constitution, 
they were. about to adopt, the work of their hands 
could not be expected to survive its framers. Ex- 
perience, the only unerring touchstone, had proved 
the fallacy of all these speculations, as it had al- 
so those of the framers of our State Constitution, 
in the particular now under consideration ; and, 
having his records before them, he was for being 
governed by them. 

If, then, it was true, that the present represen- 
tation of property in the Senate was ideaj, and 
purely ideal, did not sound policy dictate an aban^ 
denmeat of it by th& possessors of property ? He 
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thought it did; he thought so because he held it 
to be at all times, and under all circumstanoes, 
and for all interests, unwise to struggle against 
the wishes of so large a portion of the people. — 
To subject yourselves to a wanton exposure to 
the public prejudice, to struggle for an oljoct 
which it obtained, was of no avail. He thought 
so, because the retaining of this qualification, in the 
present state of public prejudice, would have a ten- 
dency to excite jealousy in the minds of those 
who held no freehold property, and because more 
mischief was to be apprehended from that source 
theui any other. It was calculated to excite that 
prejudice, because not requiring sufficient to ef^ct 
the object in view, it, in the language of Dr. Frank- 
lin, "exhibited liberty in disgrace, by bringing it 
in competition with accident and insignificance.^^ 

Am a perfect contrast to this speech of Mr. Van Buren, we hi&n 
introduce an extract from that of one of the principle Fedeiml lead- 
«n, the late Judge Van Ness, upon the same subject and in opposi- 
tion to Mr. Van Burr n^speech for enlarging the elecUve fiuichue bj 
doing away with the property qualification. 

"What would be the character of the future 
population of the metropolis, and of other 
large cities which would spring up in other parts 
of the State? It would in all human probar 
bility, comprise a few men of inordinate wealth, 
and a multitude degraded by vice, and oppressed 
with poverty* These were the proper materials 
for the most dangerous species of aristocracy. — 
The moneyed interest would be in the hands of 
the profligate and ambitious, who would make use 
of their wealth to bribe and purchase the votes 
of the venal classes of society. The time is not 
distant, when those that have nothing will form a 
minority in cities and large villages, and consti- 
tute a large portion of the population, even in the 
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country. Emigrants of all descriptions, and from 
every quarter of the globe, were constantly pour- 
ing in, to swell the tide of population, and, in ma- 
ny cases, to increase the mass of vice, ignorance, 
and poverty. Extensive factories were daily 
springing up, and would hereafter be filled with 
crowds of dependents, whose votes would be at the 
disposal of the wealthy owners. These establish- 
ments, if all who were employed in them were 
permitted to vote, would possess an overwheln^ 
ing and dangerous influence. 

"This description of our population (the free 
holders) were commonly persons of sober, tem- 
perate, and frugal habit, little disposed to abuse 
power, or forget right. But what was the char- 
acter of the POOR? Grenerally speaking, vice and 
poverty go hand in hand. Penury and want al- 
most invariably follow in- the train of idleness, 
prodigality, intemperance and sensuality. Was 
it not wise to discountenance these vices, by en- 
couraging their opposite virtues? But he could 
not forbear to remark, that in all our proceedings, 
too much importance appeared to be attached to 
the examples of other States. It should be recol- 
lected that the State of New York, in moral and 
physical power, was not inferior to any other in 
the Union. It was, therefore, entitled to take the 
lead, instead of being taught by every petty State 
beyond the Alleghany mountains. Those Stales 
were of recent origin, and without experience ; 
end there was little or no analogy between our 
condition and that of any of these to whom ref- 
erences had been made. They have no States 
like ours. They have no metropolis like New 
York, whose commeroo extends to every sea, and 
whose wealth is drawn from every State — an em- 
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porium, into which is to flow, on the surface of the 
grand canal, the produce of a vast and fertile in- 
terior, bordering on the western lakes, whose 
shores are more extensive than the Mediterraneaa 
or Baltic. Albany, too, will probably become a, 
great city; and is doubtless destined, with Buffa- 
lo and and Rochester, to rival in extent and wealth 
the cities of Liverpool, Bristol, and Manchester. 
And what will be the condition of their population? 
By an irreversible decree of Providence, it is pro- 
nounced, 'the POOR ye have always with you' — peo-. 
pie who have no interest in your institutions — ^no 
fixedness of habitation — ^no property to defend. — 
And it is not in human nature to envy superiority 
in whatever it may consist, and to wish to dispos- 
sess and obtain that which is envied? Is there 
not danger, then, in departing too far from that 
system which our ancestors ordained ?" 

It would be a work of supererogation to follow 
Mr. Van Buren in this lucid and masterly speech 
— suffice it to say that he flashed conviction on the 
minds of the convention, and after turning the ar- 
guments of the advocates of the amendment 
against themselves, shewing that they mistook ef- 
fects for causes and that the authorities which 
they relied upon for support of these propositions 
made directly against them — and also that dame 
experience had set ail these fine spun argu- 
ments at naught ; and on the question being taJcen 
on the amendment, it was rejected almost by 
acclamation — and the property qualfication of 
voters was expunged from the constitution. 

This enlargement of the elective franchise was 
mainly obtained by the eloquence and powerful 
influence of Mr. Van Buren, with which it will ap^ 
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pear by the following extract of a letter written 
by him at a subsequent period, he was perfectly 
satisfied — the extract follows in order to show in 
which consisted the great change between the 
provisions of the old charter of 1777 and those 
of 1826, and still further amendments on the lib- 
eral side in 1 826. The letter was in reply to the 
question proposed to him by some respected me- 
chanics of Rhode Island acting as a committee 
of a large number who appeared anxious to have 
the old charter under the libertine, Charles the 
second of England, superseded by a constitution 
more congenial to the principles of civil liberty 
and better according with the constitutions of his 
sister states. — Mr. Van Buren in his reply said: 

"By the first constitution of New York, the 
possession of a free hold estate of the value of 
two hundred and fifty dollars, over and above all 
debts charged thereon was necessary to entitle a 
a ])erson to vote for governor, lieutenant govem- 
o:, and senators. Members of assembly were 
chosen by ^rsons paying taxes and possessing 
free holds of the clear value of fifty dollars or 
routing a tenement to the value of five dollars. 

The obvious injustice and ascertained inutility 
of this regulal ion together, with other causes, led, 
in 1821, to he call of a convention for the revis- 
ion of our state constitution. Of that constitu- 
tion 1 had the honor to be a member ; and in dis- 
charge of the duties imposed upon me by that 
situation, I laboured, and in conjunction with the 
mojority laboured successfully to abolish the free 
hold qualification. The principle which I then 
advocated and which was established by the 
amended constitution, extended the right of voting 
hf aU electtvto officers of the ittats gifptrnxaeoi lo 
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every citizen who should contihute to the support 
of the government either by the payment of taji^ 
es in money, or by labour in the highways, or by 
service according to law, in the militia. The re- 
sults of experience and the progress of liberil 
opinions soon led to further extension ; and by 
an amendment to the const iution finally adopted 
in 1826 the right of suffrage was given to every 
jmale citizen of full age who shall have been an 
inhabitant of the state for one year, and of the 
county for six months preceding the election. — 
The provision, however, does not extend to person* 
of colour, who by the constitution of 1821, are 
not allowed to vote unless they have 'or three 
years been citizens of the state, and for one year 
before the election seized and possessed of a fi*ee 
hold of the clear value of $260, and have been 
rated and paid a tax thereon. 

The government of New York has been admin- 
istered under the liberal system established by the 
new constitution, and the still more liberal amend- 
ment of 1826, in a manner which appears to be 
satisfactory to the people. It is possible that there 
may be some who regret the extension of the 
right of suffrage and who would be gratified by the 
revival of the old qualification, but I do not believe 
that such a feeling is entertained by any consid- 
erable portion of our citizens. I am very sure that 
any attempt to restrict the exercise of the rights 
and more especially to restore the free hold qual^ 
ification would be put down by an overwhelming 
majority.'' 

By the old constitution, colored people had the 
privilege of voting, being qualified as were white 
people— but finally they were denied the privilege 
m general under, the new constitution, having m 
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possession a freehold worth $250 anJ pay tax 
on the same — but exempt from all taxation un- 
til qualified as voters. 

That Mr. Van Buren has proved himself the 
friend, the zealous advocate of the right of suf- 
frage in its most extended sense in which it is ex- 
ercised in the United States, no honest and impar- 
tial man can deny — and that he has laboured 
hard to extend the right in favor of the poor in- 
dustrious citizen must be proved by the above ex- 
tracts from his speeches. No searcher after truth 
then can believe the reckless assertions of factious 
designing men who have dared to circulate those 
infamous slanders against a pure minded liber&l 
advocate and defender of the rights and liberties 
of his fellow citizens. A man who makes no 
profession but what he practises upon, who is the 
friend and protector of the poor and industrious, 
in deeds, as well as words, whose whole public life 
has be6n spent in exertions to improve the state 
of the industrious classes, and who at this moment 
suffers more of the hate, hostility, and obloquy 
of the Federal Whig party on this than up- 
on any other account whatsoever. Whatever 
opinion may be held of the proceedings of Mr. 
Van Buren as a public man, by his enemies, the 
Federal Whigs, we have given the above matters 
and things as proofs, that he has rendered essential 
services to his country by those exertions in her 
favour of which we have given the faint, aye 
very faint, outline. And much we regret that we 
hfi^ve it not in our power to dilate more upon those 
valuable services. 

Another most unjust, and equally unfounded 
charge has been made against Mr. Van Bu- 
ren which His whde political life has falsified ; 
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he is said to be actuated by party spirit in all his 
movements, and that he is at this moment the 
President of a party and not of the nation. 

This charge it is not only easy to refute but 
the refutation comes from his own mouth in a 
speech made by him in the convention on the sub- 
ject of an amendment reported by a committee, 
the object of which was to remove the Chancellor 
and Judges of the Supreme Court. 

Although those judges were his most violent 
opponents in politics, and were leaders of the 
Federal party in the State, and from whence he 
had experienced injury, but never any favor; al- 
though with him they held no political principle 
or trust in common, and although the spirit of the 
majority of the Convention was against them, 
and there could be no kind of doubt but that if he 
had lent himself to the measure proposed, the is- 
sue would have been against them, yet he, like a 
philosopher, a patriot and an impartial man, resis- 
ted the temptation ; and his truth, honor and integ- 
rity needs no more to support them than the 
insertion of the following extract from his speech 
made on the occasion. The man who can give 
an impartial consideration to that speech and rise 
from its perusal with a prejudice on his mind 
that he is a selfish partizan, must be worse than 
a selfish partizan himself. 

" Mr. Van Buren said the true and only 
question presented by the amendment offered by 
the president, was whether the committee were 
prepared to insert an article in the Constitutioa 
for the sole purpose of vacating the offices of the 
present Chancdlor and Judges of the Supreme 
ikmttf to^epsurate thoo ixcun the other offioefl q£ 
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the state, and apply to them a rule which had 
never yet been applied in a single instance. Gen- 
tlemen might attempt to disguise the matter as 
they would ; it was vain to hope that it could 
be understood by the people in any other light. 
A moment's consideration must satisfy gentlemen, 
that such was the case. If the convention had 
changed the organization of the Courts there 
would be a propriety in providing for the reap- 
pointment of the judges, but this they had not 
done. The court of chancery was placed by the 
amendment on precisely the same footing as it 
now stood in the Constitution. How then could it 
be gravely contended that its introduction into the 
amendment was for any other purpose than to 
get rid of the incumbent? The only alteration, 
made in the supreme court, (if that could be call- 
ed one,) was the authority given to the legisla- 
ture, to reduce the number of Judges. This he 
said was a power they now possessed by withhold- 
ing the salaries from all above the number they 
desired. But assuming that it was in fact an alter- 
ation, can the gentlemen from Delaware and Sara- 
toga, flatter themselves with the hope that this trifl- 
ing alteration can possibly with an intelligent pub- 
lic exempt the amendment they support from the 
imputation of being a mere personal measure, 
having and being intended to have, a personal 
bearing and no other? But to put this matter at 
rest, let the gentlemen give to the proposition the 
shape of their argument. If, say they, the lagisla- 
ture should alter the number, then, a re-appoint- 
ment will be proper, and to meet such a case they 
submit a proposition which requires a re-appoint- 
utettt at all events. Let them say m this amend- 
ment that if a change of thi* number of the 
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Judges is liltimately affected, then the offices of the 
present incumbents shall be vacated. Then, and 
then only, will they be entitled to the benefit of 
their argument. That, however, he knew would 
not answer their views. But why reason upon this 
subject ? The genlemen have, as in the select 
committee, thrown off all disguise, and say these 
offices ought to be vacated ; and it is their desire 
that the Constitution should be made to bend to 
that purpose. He had stated that the amendment 
went to apply this rule of vacating commissions 
exclusively to our highest judicial offices. This, 
he said, was strictly true with regard to the At- 
torney General, Secretary of State, Surveyor 
Greneral and Comptroller. Their offices had not 
been vacated. The only provision which had 
been made, was to provide for appointments inj 
case of vacancies. The same might be said of 
the Canal Commissioners, and of every other 
office in the state. 

"The matter therefore being clear that the 
only effect of the amendment would be to turn out 
of office the present incumbents, he submitted to 
the Convention whether it would be either wise or 
just to do so. He submitted it particularly to thdt 
portion of the Convention who would be held re- 
sponsible for its doings, and who would in a poli- 
tical point of view, be ihb chief suflferers by a fail- 
ure of the ratification of these proceedings by the 
people. He warned them to reflect seriously on 
this most interesting matter. He dii'ected their at- 
tention to the never ending feuds and bitter con- 
troversies which would inevitably grow out of a loss 
of the ainehdnients adopted by the Convention* ?& 
knew well how apt men, placed in their situar- ' 
tiflSi^ liMtod by diieussnii^ leod B^^ 
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by indiscreet friends, were to suffer their feelings 
to be excited, and to lead them into measures 
which their sober judgments would condemn. It 
was their duty to rise superior to all such feel- 
ings. He asked them to reflect for a moment, 
and then answer him, whether, when they left 
home, they had ever heard the least intimation 
from their constituents that, instead of amending 
the constitution upon general principles, they 
were to descend to pulling down obnoxious officers 
through the medium of the Convention; and he 
asked them whether they were not sensible of the 
great danger of surprising the public at this ad- 
vanced stage of the session, when the greatest 
uneasiness already j)re vailed by a measure so un- 
expected. There was no necessity for, or pro- 
priety in, this measure. They had already 
thrown wide open the doors of approach to un- 
worthy incumbents: They had altered the im- 
peaching power from two thirds to a bare majority. 
They had also provided that the Chancellor and 
Judges should be removed by the vote of two- 
thircjs of one branch, and a bare majority of the 
pthei-. The judicial officer who could not be 
reached in either of those ways, ought not to be 
touched. There were therefore no public reasons 
for this measure; and if not then, why are we to 
adopt it? Certainly not ffbm personal feelings. 
If personal feelings could or ought to influence us 
against the individual who would probably be most 
affected by this amendment, Mr. Van Buren su|)- 
posed that he, above all others, would be excused 
for indulging them. He could with truth, say, that 
h^ had, through his whole life, been assailed from 
that quarter with hostility, political, proiCessional, 
a«d pbrtumt^hwtiiityiyfaidi bad beea tba vgatt 
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keen, active, and unyielding. But, sir, said he^ 
am I on that account to avail myself of my situlh 
tion in the Convention, as a representative of the 
people, sent here to make a constitution for them 
and their posterity; and to indulge in my individ- 
ual resentments in the prostration of my private 
and political adversary? He hoped it was unne- 
cessary for him to say that he should forever de^ 
spise himself if he could be capable of such con- 
duct. He also hoped that that sentiment was not 
"confined to himself alone, and that the Conventicm 
would not ruin its character and credit by pro- 
ceeding to such extremities." 

Is this the language of a ruthless, vindictive 
partisan ! Is this the conduct of an unprincipled, 
selfish demagogue, whose object is filthy lucre, ' 
or self aggrandizement; or is it the eflfusions of 
a pure and unsophisticated patriot, whose aspira- 
tions are for the true interests of his fellow-citi- 
zens, and the honor of his country; one who is 
determined to do his duty without regard to per*- 
sonal feelings, — the indulgence of personal preju- 
dice, or ungenerous desire of wreaking vengeance 
on an adversary, at the expense of public interest 
and national honor. 

Can the most vindictive among the enemies of 
this great man, this devoted patriot, this disinter- 
ested and faithful public servant, perceive in the 
above extract anything that a wise or an honest 
man would not hail as the breathings of pure vir- 
tue, and stern honesty of purpose. Can any of 
them, we say, fail to secretly admire, what the 
best amcMig them dare not imitate? yet the close 
observer of this man^s life must perceive that his 
every public act has been dictated by that spirit 
of true magQanimity which adorns the hero and 
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the true patriot. From whom among the best of 
his opponents has such sentiments ever emanated 
—-who of them under similar circumstances 
would have so acted towards him? let the con- 
temptible faction in the Senate of the United 
States, who acted against his nomination to the 
mission to England, answer the question if they 
«an. 

In the month of February, 1821, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren was elected by the Legislature of the State 
of New York to the Senate of the United States, 
and took his seat in that dignified body on the 
third of December following. Here on a wider 
field he advocated those glorious Democratic prin- 
ciples which for his whole political life he had 
sustained in his own State. No man ever entered 
upon Legislative duties in that most respectable 
and dignified assembly, with a better established 
character for unimpeachable conduct, true Demo- 
cratic principles, enduring adherence to the letter 
and spirit of the Constitution and strict construc- 
tion of the same, than Martin Van Buren of New 
York; nor did ever member of that body distin- 
{(uish himself more in its deliberations and decis- 
ions, for the seven years in which he held a seat 
in it. In all great constitutional questions he 
stood among the highest in debate, exhibitng 
powers of mind not to be excelled by any mem- 
ber of the Senate then, or at any other period of its 
history, and uniformly on the side of justice, equi- 
ty, and the honour and interest of his country. 

In all his speeches and propositions, his sheet- 
anchor was the will of the people and obedience 
to that will; and, so fortunate has he been, that 
it was but on few occasions indeed that he was 
ever called upon to give a vote by his constituents. 
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that did not perfectly accord with the sentiments 
he himself entertained. So extensive and so ac- 
curate was his knowledge of the will and feelings 
of the people, that when he appeared to be fol- 
lowing their will and gratifying their wishes, he 
was leading and directing them; and such was 
his excellent judgment in the management of 
public affairs, that the people took his opinions for 
their own suggestions; and thus he obtained from 
his opponents the character of a "magician,'' 
which they have liberally applied to him. He is 
perhaps the only man living, with one exception, 
that never has been at issue with, or suspected 
by the Democracy of the Union. 

Never did member of that Senate so rapidly 
succeed in obtaining high character — because 
perhaps never member entered with a mind so 
well stored with deep and profound political, 
knowledge. Never was man so well prepared 
for the arena on which he had to exhibit himself. 
For more than twenty years he had made the 
political institutions of his country his study ; and 
he had for much of that time moved in a supe- 
rior station, in stirring times, when the princi- 
ples of those institutions underwent strict scru- 
tiny and extensive investigation. This circum- 
stance, combined with the acuteness of his mind 
and the solidity of his judgment, gave him the 
advantage over almost if not all of his competi- 
tors and his rivals. To this acuteness of mind 
and strength of judgment, tnay be attributed his 
early recognition and appreciation of the kindred 
spirit which animated his great and immediate 
predecessor, the immortal Jackson. He soon saw 
into the invaluable qualifications of that great' 
toBAf tn lamssty of purjiG^, firmness of de'd' 
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sion and promptness of action — all of which were 
under the direction of profound wisdom and a 
good understanding of what best tended towards 
the interest, the safety and the prosperity of that 
people, who had made so wise a selection among 
the numerous candidates for the office of Presi 
dent; for, as if heaven-directed, they chose, of all 
men in the Union, the man the best calculated for 
the period of the country's history at which he 
was elected. We have never heard of or known 
the man, whose opinion is worth notice, who be- 
lieves that, in the whole Union, there was a single 
individual, who, placed as Greneral Jackson was, 
that could have had the moral courage to have put 
his veto on the Bill for re-chartering the United 
States Bank. 
? With such living example then, and with that 
sound, mature judgment which distinguishes Mr. 
Van Buren, it is not to be wondered at that he 
would not only declare his intention to tread in the 
footsteps of his illustrious predecessor, but feel a 
perfect conviction to fail in doing so would be to 
depart from that line of conduct which he had al- 
ways viewed as an imperious duty to his country. 
What would the democracy of the country have 
gained by the struggle made by the hero and pa- 
triot of the Hermitage, if they had elected any man 
who from whatever motives had strayed away from 
the path pursued by General Jackson. If they 
had by the clamor raised by the factions which 
have torn up by the , roots every vestige of 
political consistency that could ever be attributed 
to any one of them, elected any President who 
would have yielded to those demagogues, Bank 
speculators and stock gamblers, who set up the 
cry of << tinkering wjth the currency," " Ameri- 
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cfm Sys^m,^ ^ Internal ImproTements,^ ^ reguljifr 
ting exchange,'' and other such senseless watpk- 
words as alarm the timid, arm the rich against 
the poor, and deceive the general and unthinkidf 
portion of the community. What would h&ye 
been gained, we say, by all the exertions of tho 
patriot Jackson ? There is not a thinking, int^ 
ligent man among us, who will not answer NOr 
THING — ^worse than nothing. Such a proc^- 
lire would have been no better than Gener^ 
Jack£k>n vacating Orleans after he had defeated 
the Einglish, and leaving ihe city a prey to his beiir 
ten enemy, the " beauty and booty boys'' of Packen- 
ham's army, and giving up the whole western re- 
gion to the plunder of these brigands of England. 
And no better would it be at this time, to elect 
the candidate of the opposition to the Presidential 
chair. It would, in the language of John Quincy 
Adams, be to surrender to a discordant congeries 
of factions, the whole interests of the Eepublicy 
and within a few years the same battle fought in 
1828 would have to be fought over again with 
but doubtful success: Another Bank of the Uni- 
ted States for thirty years — aye, for ever without 
a bloody revolution — «. perpetuation of another 
American System — ^a prostration of the rights of 
the states — a consolidated Greneral Government, 
under the entire rule and direction of the great 
money power, the Mammoth Bank, with 100 
millions of capital, and the whole and entire con- 
trol of the national revenue, and an eternal, ne- 
ver-ending paper rag currency, to be contracted 
90d expanded at the will of a set of swindling 
Bank directors, the mere tools of a foreign coun- 
try and flovermnent. But in 1836 the American 
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people had too much good senses too much intelli- 
gence, too much honesty, to place themselres in 
a predicament so ruinous to their interests and to 
those of their posterity ; and in 1840, with addi- 
tional informaiiion and experience, they will not 
be less wise, less provident, or so extremely ira- 
prudent as to place in the Presidential chair a 
man below mediocrity in talent — ^a man who will 
not explain his political principles — ^who is the 
mere cat's-paw of a multitude of factions, who 
hold no principle in common, but that of opposi- 
tion to the able, honest and incorruptible patriot, 
at present at the . head of the Government — the 
man, who dares not venture his opinion as to the 
views of one faction, lest he should give offence 
to another — ^in fine, the man, whose vascillation 
on political subjects clearly proves that he never 
had any fixed principles in his life. 

But to return to the subject of our sketches, 
from which we have perhaps too far digressed. 

During the seven years that Mr. Van Buren 
was a member of the Senate, he was the able and 
eloquent advocate of every liberal and patriotic 
measure brought before it. 

A few days after he took his seat, he was ap- 
pointed on the Committee of Finance, and soon 
afler he was Chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and so continued while in Congress. — 
His first speech was on the subject of a claim for 
about half a million of acres of the public land, 
set up by the Marquis of Maison Rou^. He 
8poke two hours, which speech was considered a 
most able and eloquent enort, and so reported by 
the newspapers of the day. 

He with great power in 1823 joined with 
Col(»iel Johnson in his philanthropic efibrts 
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to abolish imprisonment for debt, aJ)d was an able 
auxiliary to that great and good man on the occi^ 
sion. He also proposed an amendinent of the 
Constitution, to prevent the electiorf of President 
coming before Congress ; and, through three suoi^ 
c^ssive sessions of Congress, he supported his 
proposition with great ability : and when, on the 
third session he consented that it should be post- 
poned to another session, he addressed the Senate 
m an eloquent speech, pledging himself to sustain 
it in future. 

His great effort to effect an amendment of the 
Judiciary act, so as better to define as well as re- 
strain the extraordinary powers of the Supreme 
Court of the United States — his speech upon that 
occasion was one of the most powerful efibrts 
ever made in Congress, for deep research, pro- 
found knowledge of l&w, as well as the relation 
between the State and General Governments; it 
was unique as it was powerful. We greatly re-» 
gret that our limits will not permit its insertion 
here; but, in order that the reader may form a 
slight judgment of its great merits, we quote the- 
following short extract, to shew the immense 
power of the Supreme Court. 

" Not only are the acts of the National Leg»- 
lature subject to its review, but it stands as the um- 
pire between the conflicting powers of the Q^e- 
ral and State Governments. That wide field of 
debatable ground between those rival powers, is 
claimed to be subject to the exclusive and absolute 
dominion of the Supreme Court. The discharge 
of this solemn duty has not been unfrequent, and 
certainly not uninteresting. In virtue of this 
power we have seen it holding for nought the 
statutes of powerful states, which had received the 
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JleHberate sanction, not only of their Legtsh^toBf 
Ikit of their highest Jddicfttories, composed of 
men venerable in years) of unsullied purity atM) 
unrivalled talents — statutes, on the faith of whicit 
iihinense estates had been invested, and the inhe- 
ritance of the widow and the orphaii was sus- 
pended. Tou have seen such statutes abrogated 
DJr the decision of this Court, and those who 
had confided in the wisdom and power of the atatb 
kuthorities, plunged into irremediable ruin — de- 
cisions final in their effect and ruinous in their 
consequences. I speak of the power of the Court, 
not the correctness or incorrectness of its deci- 
sions: With that we have here nothing to do. 

<^But this is not all. It not only sits in fi- 
nal judgements upon our acts as the highest legis- 
lative body known to the country ; it not only 
claims to be the absdute arbiter between the Feder- 
al and State Governments, but it exercises the same 
great power between the respective States form 
ingthis great Confederacy and their own citizens. 

**There are fbw States in the Union upon whose 
acts the seal of condemnation has not from time 
to time been placed by the supreme court. The 
Sovereign authorities of Vermont, New-Hampshire 
New-York, New-Jersey, Fennsyhrania, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, Missouri, Kentucky and 
0!iio, have, in turn been rebuked and silenced by 
ffie overruling authority of this coiurt. I must 
ikft be understood as complaining of the exercise 
6f this jurisdiction by the supreme court or to 
i[JUte upon the correctness of th^ir decision. 

**TliyB authority has been given to them and 
ttis is not the place to questioii its eterci^e. But 
tfais I will say, that if the question ofboo^rtrng it 
Uria now -presmt^ fblr th^ first iiam I fl^oald ui»> 
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hesitatingly say that the people of the States 
might be safely left to their own legislatures and 
to the protection of their own courts." 

This quotation it is presumed goes far enoagh 
to show what is the opinion held by Mr. Van Bu- 
ren upon either the assumption or the investment; 
of extraordinary powers by, or in the Judiciary 
court of the United States — and that the rights and . 
liberties of the people and their preservation is al- 
ways of the first and deepest consideration with him. 

We now come to the consideration of one of 
those capital blunders made by the coalition 
administration of Adams and Clay, in neg- 
lecting to give instructions to our minis- 
ter, Rufus King, to the court of London, to ac- 
cept of certain proposals made by that govern- 
ment in the year 1824, for the regulation of the 
American trade with the British colonies on this ^ 
side the Atlantic — by which means in the summer 
of 1^6 our merchants found the ports of those 
colonies shut against them and the manufactures 
and produce of our country prohibited from entry 
at those ports, if carried in American shipping. — 
The terms proposed by the British government 
were by act of parliament made to depend upon 
their acceptance by our government within a cer- 
tain time and certain regulations by ajct of Con- 
gress, or by proclamation of the President to 
be made, reciprocating those terms by our 

government. This the President and his adviser, 
llay, failed to perform, giving no instructions to 
their minister on the subject, even to accept the 
terms proposed by the British government, and 
the time expired in June 1826, if we recollect 
right, at which time the Britiah minister changed 

IS* 
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. his policy ; and on a minister extraordiiiair^f, Mr. 
(lialiitin, being sent over to renew negotiatiooiSy 
the British minister said it was too late and thkt 
Ikrther negotiation was unnecessary. Thus 
was the expense of an additional minister thrown 
away, and a valuable branch of trade lost to this 
nation — during the remainder of the coalition ad- 
ministration. 

It was however one of the first acts of Gren. Jack- 
son^s administration, to which Mr. Van Buren's 
assistance was called for as Secretary of State, 
after he had been elected Governor of the State 
of New York, to endeavour to open a new negotia- 
tion with the British Government on this impor- 
tant subject, and instructions were given to Mr. 
McLane, the then appointed minister, to effect this 
important purpose — in which he eventually suc- 
ceeded within the short period of a few months . 

The rapid success of the administration in this 
business raised the ire and jealousy of the 
former secretary, the immaculate Clay, by whose 
special fault and inattention, the trade had been 
lost in 1826 — and he never forgave either the 
President or Mr. Van Buren for the act. He in 
the spirit of intrigue for which he stands so dis- 
tinguished, raised a factious cry in the senate 
against the President and his Secretary for what 
be called compromising the honour of the nation 
ini order to prevail upon the British Government 
to comply with their proposition, by their 
instructions to Mr. McLane, to state to the 
British * minister that a change of administration 



• It would be loinsUce to Mr. Van Buren, to fail io pntemlnf th* 
reader wiih.the instrucUons given to Mr. McLane, our Minister at 
th0 eoint of St. Jamea, that cave 00 much olfenee to the fitcttoniata 
te the Senate, the notorioiiR Clay at tha head of tli«n. The reader it 
•aked to read the following quotation of thoae iilitnietloDa, and to 
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would produce a change of measures, and to ap- 
proach that government in a plain, candid and 
straight-forward manner, without any of those 
circumlocutory measures by which diplomatic ope- 
rations had hitherto been carried on ; such 
was the hostility raised against Mr. Van Buren 
in the breasts of Clay and his clique in the Se- 
nate, that, some time after, when Mr. Van Buren 
"was nominated as Minister to England, to which 
Court he had been sent by the President during 
the recess of Congress, the nomination was re- 
jected by the Senate, and Mr. Van Buren re- 
called. At this indignity, offered to the President 
and Mr. Van Buren, the Democracy of the coun- 
try instantly took fire, and, at a Convention held 
at Baltimore, in May, 1 832, the rejected of the 
Senate was by acclamation nominated a candidate 

fonn an impartial judgment whether or not there is in them anything 
derogatory to the honor of the country— or even justly ezceptionabla 
•s they relate to the former administration. That tluit administratioii 
came into power by means unworthy of a great nati(Mi— that the coun- 
try had been juggled out of its choice by a disgraceful and corrupt 
bargain and intrigue, was proved not only by testimony that could 
not be doubted, but by the fact that the people rejected Mr. Adaim 
in 1388, for reflection; but that in 1832 they placed the most of their 
disapprobation on Mr. Clay, and rejected him with a larger maJGuritf 
for his opponent, General Jackson, tlian ever President hafl bdbra 
.him. • 

The allusion of Mr. Van Buren to the change of policy from that 
adopted by the late administration, was absolutely necessary to be ex- 
plained to the British Minister, and no disorace to the country or even 
to the preceding administration; but here follows a copy o< the docu- 
ment, let the reader judge for himself: 

** The opportuniUes" says Mr. Van Buren, f from a participation In 
our public councils, as well as other sources of information, will en- 
able you to speak with ctmfidence (so for as you may deem it propor) 
of the respective parts taken bv those to whom the administration of 
this government is now commttted, in relation to the course hereto- 
fare pursued upon the subject of the colonial trade. Their viows 
upon that point have been submitted to the people of the UnitM 
States; and the counsels to which your conduct is now directed, Bim * 
the result of tlie judgment expressed by the only earthly tribunal to 
which the late administration was amenable for its acts. It iAmld 
be sufficient that the claims set up by them, and which caused the 
Intflnruptiop of the trade in quesUon, hftve been ez|^icftl^«huHiope4 
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for the office of Vice-President of the United 
States, on the ticket with Greneral Jackson, who 
was also nominated for re-election. Never was 
triumph more signal than at that election. Jack- 
son, in July of that year, vetoed the United States 
Bank Bill, and the Maysville and Rockville Road 
Bills, to the utter dismay of the opposition party, 
and yet both were elected — Greneral Jackson by 
219 electoral votes, and the rejected of the Se- 
nate, Mr. Van Buren, by 189 votes — ^Pennsyl- 
vania having given her 30 votes for Vice-Presi- 
dent to Mr. Wilkins, her favorite son. It was a 
proud day indeed for America — ^when two such 
virtuous and eminent patriots were thus made to 
triumph over intrigue and the vilest of factions, 
and proving to the whole world that though fac- 
tion may for a short space prevail in our National 
Legislature, the people are democratic and pure 
to the heart's core. 

by those wh« first asserted them, and are not revived by th^Aticces- 
■or. If Oreat Britain deems it adverse to ber interests to allow us to 
participate in the trade with her colonies and finds nothing in the ex- 
tension of it to others, to induce her toapplv the same rule to us, she will 
we hope be sensible of the propriety of placing her refusal upon those 
grounds. To set up the acts of the late administration as the cause 
of the forfeiture or privileges which would otherwise be extended to 
the people of the United States would, under existing circumstances, 
be unjust in itself, and could not fail to excite their deepest sensibil- 
Ity. The tone of feeling which a course so unwise dnd untenable, ui 
calculated to produce, would doubtless be aggravated by the con- 
sciousness that Oreat Britain has, by order in council, opened her colo- 
nial ports to Russia and France, notwithstanding asimilar omission on 
their part to accept the terms offered by the act of 1825. You cannot 
ureesthis view or the subject too earnestly on the consideration of tha 
British Ministry. It has bearings and relations that reach beyond 
he immediate question under discussion. 

I will add nothing as to the improprietv of suffering any feelings, 
that find their origin in the past pretensions of this government, to 
^ve any adverse Influence upon the present conduct of Great Bri- 
tain.» 

Now this has been denominated trackliiw to the government of Eng- 
land, and as such to have been disgracefulto the country. If straight 
liMward sound common sense stripped of all diplomatic ovasion-^of 
sH the ridiculous sophistry too oftmii iiidii)g«d la by Begoiiaton>-if • 



Thus did this great people set the sfeal of fhislir 
reprobation on the faction in the Senate, an8, iB 
the utter dismay and deep mortification of thSt 
faction, elevatte the patriot (whom they sought i6 
degrade), to the office of presiditig over the yistf 
men, who so uligeneroirsly, unjustly and unrighte*. 
ously attempted to destroy the fair fame bT A 
hiffhiy taiented and disinterested pdtriot, whdMir 
only offence was rectifying the blunders of an itt- 
triguing, corrupt Administration, and restoring t6 
his country a valuable brarich of trade, of whiiih 
it had been deprived by the culpable neglect of 
that Administration." 

There was another great Constitutional questidft 
which came up before th6 Senate for discussioiiji 
in which Mr. Van Buren bore a conspicuous part 
while he was a member of that body. 

In 1 824 the South American Republics had an 
invitation from the commander-in-chief of Peru, 
Simon Bolivar, to assemble in Congress at Panania. 

The invitation was given to Mexico, Colombia, 
Buenos Ay res and Chili, all of whom agreed to 



ffyAn and estplfcit Btatenient of fact, of a change of measures ai wi^ 
Ma change of men in our governmeBt be disfr^seful u> an admiiiliir 
traikm or to the country, then must candour and pTain common senM 
be refected, and theevasfve tmcenainf a£id what it caHed diplomift 
^nrae must be resorted to in.their place. Notwithstanding thatontlM 
nomination of Mr. Mcl^ean. those very instructions had been liubmit^ 
to the Senate and bed produced no remarl:, no com^plaim, and tiift 
liomination of the Minister confirmed. Yet ^hen it was Tuund thai 
Uie very object which had beeiv pursued for three years by the codli- 
iion without success .wpts gained by their successors in alxHit as nuuq^ 
months, then tthe hue aqu cry was raised against the means employed 
to gain it; and the faction had the hardihood to assert that the countiy 
gained nothing by the restoration of the trade, but tiiai |.he peopto 
were better without It ; and thus, as in many other tn^ee they injurefl 
their own &ne and character, by admitting that a branch of triioi 
was worthless tliat they had themselves expended large sums of moo» 
in endeavoring to obtain *, and in revenge for the success of ttris creitt 
measiwo, the laaion rejected the nominatioA of the. man ^ey YmfH 
lor hii success : and lieire «gain, they missed their inarltr-thepetrnM 
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the proposal except Buenos Ay res; atid, shortly 
after the accession of John Quincy Adams to the 
Presidency, an invitation was held out to the Go- 
vernment of the United States to he also repre* 
■ented in that Congress, which was to meet in 
the fall of 1825. Mr. Adams, in his message to 
CcoQigress, in Decemher, 1825, alluded to this Con- 
gress, and stated that he had consented that our 
Government should he there represented; and, 
without waiting for any decision of Congress on 
the subject, Ytfi stated that he would make the ap- 
pointment. His Constitutional power to make 
such appointment, or indeed any one to a country 
where no mission had hitherto been sent, was 
doubted by many; and that part of his message 
was severely animadverted upon. But he had 
taken up the resolution, and he accordingly made 
the appointment, or at least the nomination : and 
Richard C. Anderson, then a Minister to one of 
the South American Republics, John Sargeant, of 
Pennsylvania, and William B. Rochester, of New- 
York, were nominated as Delegates to this fo- 
reign Congress of foreign states, in whose busi- 
ness the Grovemment or people of the United 
States had no concern. When the nomination 
came before the Senate, not only the qualifications 
of the nominees, but the expediency of the mis- 
. sion became the subject of debate, which was car- 
ried on with considerable warmth and energy, and 
was conducted with closed doors. To this Mr. 
Van Buren, always watchful of the public inte-~ 
rest, objected, and introduced a resoluticm that the 
doors should be thrown open during the debate; 
but that where the reading of documents might 
injure the public interest, the President should be 
consulted as to those that it was proper to con- 

*7> 
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o^al. This was complied with—- the Preaideiit 
was consulted, and his answer was that the com- 
munications from him to the Senate were confi- 
dential; €uid the resolution of Mr. Van Buren 
fell to the ground. 

In March of the same year, Mr. Van Buren 
brought up other resolutions, the purport of which 
was max the Constitution of the United States did 
not authorise the appointment of ministers to a 
Congress composed of the delegates of other nsr 
tions, and that even supposing the power was 
vested in the President and Senate by the Cdhsti- 
tution, the measure itself was inexpedient. In the 
discussion of the resolutions, he distinguished 
himself as the wise, prudent and able statesman. 

By the most powerful arguments he supported 
the principle recommended by Washington, — 
" friendly with all nations, entangling alliances 
with none." He proved clearly that the object 
of the South Americans was to draw this Grovem- 
ment and people into an alliance of some sort, and 
that though the President had not openly avowed 
that to be the object, something of the kind was in 
view, or the whole must be a mere empty pa- 
geant. He reminded the Senate of the difficulty 
jthe Governihent had to get clear of the alliance 
with France, formed in the war for independence, 
but which became highly dangerous to the coun- 
try and the Revolution of 1789 — and of the adroit- 
ness of Washington in refusing to join with the 
French at that time, on the ground that the alli- 
ance was merely defensive and not offensive; and, 
ea the French Government was then carrying 
on an ofi^nsive war with the other powers of 
Europe, this country was not bound to meddle 
with It. 
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We regret exceedingly that our limits will po( 
permit an extract from his speech on the ooc^aipn 
— it was powerful in argument and conclusive in 
:ceasoning — the influence of the coalition w(U| 
however too strong in the senate — the nomination 
yras confirmed and though the whole ended in ab- 
ortion, it was said to have lo^t the qation abouf 
i^ 100,000 in salaries and outfits to |the ministers ui4 
^1 other attendant expenses. 

In the session of 1825 he brought in resolutioits 
respecting internal improvements by the general 
government. The first of which was "that Coog- 
ress does not possess the power to make roads and 
canals, within the respective states, and the seo- 
ond was to raise a select committee to prepare aA 
amendment of the constitution to prescribe and 
define the power that Congress shall have over 
the subject of internal improvements and subject- 
ing the same to such restrictions as shall efiectu- 
aliy protect the states respectively, and secure to 
them a just distribution of the benefits resulting 
from all appropriations mcule for that purpose.^ 

Mr. Van Buren in a debate on the subject of 
the Louisville canal said, "The aid of this gov- 
ernment can only be afiTorded to those objects of 
improvement in three ways: — 1st. By making 
a road or canal and assuming jurisdiction, — So! 
By making a road or canal without jurisdicti<M3i ; 
or 3d, by an appropriation without doing either.— 
In his opinion the general government had no 
right to do either, and at some future time he would 
offer his reasons in support of his opinion.^^ 

When the proposal to subscribe to the Dismal 
tSwamp canal came up, he said, "He would not 
vote for the bill, for he did not telieye that the 
government possessed the c(Hi8tituti<Hial power (6 
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make these canals or to grant money to make th^in. 
If he believed in the power of the government tar 
this purpose, the present mode would be the 1^ 
one he would think of adopting. If there was 
any grant of money at all for this purpose it 
should be direct. When aid was granted by the mbfc 
^ow proposed, abuses would creep in, and in niiae 
cases out of ten deceptions would be practised. In 
the state of New York, they had had full experi- 
ence of this, in the application for charters fdir 
banks ; plausible pretences were set up that tteB 
state would be thereby benefitted, till these practi- 
ces became so numerous that in the end public 
opinion was decidedly against them and the last 
Legislature to their honour had refused all appli- 
cations of the description. As to the constitu- 
tionality of the question being settled he should 
protest against the admission of such doctrine ; 
and he should resist to all intents and purposes the 
idea that the acts of this Congress were to bifid 
him and his constituents hereafter." 

This short extract shows what a strong coinci- 
dence there was between the opinions of thosis 
two great men, Jackson and Van Buren, on these 
subjects. He however in his letter to the commits 
tee appointed at a public meeting held at Shocoo 
Springs North-Corolina, goes a step farther than 
General Jackson's message on returning the bill 
for the improvement of the Maysville road— atifd 
his reasoning in that letter shows that it was hii 
opinion that no appropriation should be made fbr 
such purposes without an amendment of the con- 
stitution. The letter was dated 23d October, bM 
is a^ follows : 

^^ Internal improvemants are so diversified fa 
14 
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their nature, aad the public agency, of the general 
government in their construction so variable in its 
character and degree as to render it not a little 
difficult to lay down any precise rule that will 
embrace the whole subject. The broadest and 
best defined division is that which distinguishes 
between the direct construction of works of 
internal improvement by the general government 
and pecuniary assistance given by it to such as 
are undertaken by others. In the former are in- 
cluded the right to make and establish roads and 
canals within the states and the assumption of as 
much jurisdiction over the territory they may oc- 
cupy as is necessary to iheir preservation and use ; 
the latter is restricted to simple grants of 
money in aid of such works when made under 
state authority. 

"The Federal government does not possess the 
power first specified ; nor can it derive it from the 
assent of the state in which such works were to 
be constructed. The money power, as it is called, 
is not so free from difficulty. Various rules have 
from time to time been suggested by those who 
properly appreciate the importance of precision, 
and certainty in the operations of the Federal 
power. But they have been so frequently infring- 
ed upon by the apparently unavoidable action of 
the government, that a final and satisfactory set- 
tlement of the question has been prevented. The 
wide difierence between a definition of the pow- 
er in question upon paper, and its practical ap- 
plication to the operation of government, has been 
sensibly felt by all who have been entrusted with 
the management of public affairs. The whole 
subject was reviewed in the President's Maysville 
message. Sincerely believing that the best inte- 
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rests of the whole country, the quiet, not to say 
the stability of the Union and the preservation 
of that moral force, which, perhaps as much as 
any other, holds it together, imperiously required 
that tlje destructive course of legislation upon that 
subject then prevalent, should, in some proper and 
Constitutional way, be averted, I throughout gave 
to the measure, of which that document was an 
exposition, my active, zealous and anxious sup- 
port." 

"The opinions declared fey the President in the 
Maysville and his succeding annual Messages, 
as I understand them, are as follows : 

1. That Congress does not possess the power 
to make or establish a road or canal within a state, 
with the right of jurisdiction to the extent I have 
stated ; and that if it is the wish of the people^ 
the construction of such works should be under- 
taken by the Federal Government: a previous 
amendment of the Constitution, conferring that 
power, and defining and restricting its exercise, 
with reference to the sovereignty of the state, is 
indispensable. 2. An intimation of his belief that 
the right to make appropriations in aid of such 
internal improvements of a national character, 
has been so generally acted upon, and so long 
acquiesced in, by the Federal and State Govern- 
ments, and the constituents of each, as to justify 
its exercise; but that it is, nevertheless, highly 
expedient that even such appropriations should, 
with the exception of such as relate to light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, public piers and other im- 
provements of the harbors and navigable rivers 
of the United States, for the security and facility 
of foreign commerce, be deferred at least till the 
national debt is paid. 3. That if it is the wish of 
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tbe people that the agency of the Federal Go- 
vernment should be restricted to the appropria- 
tion of money, and extended in that form in aid 
of such undertakings, when carried on by state 
authority, then the occasion, the manner, and the 
extent of the appropriation, should be made the 
subject of Constitutional regulation. 

"In these views I concurred; and I likewise 
participated in the difficulties which were en- 
countered and expressed by the President, in 
adopting the principle which concedes to the Ge- 
neral Grovernment the right to make appropria- 
tions in aid of works which might be regarded as 
of a national character — difficulties which arose 
as well from the danger of considering mere 
usage the foundation of the right, as from the 
extreme uncertainty of the best rule that had 
ever been adopted, or that could, in the absence of 
positive Constitutional provision, be established. 
The reasons on which these objections were 
founded, are so fully stated in the document re- 
ferred to, and have been so extensively promul- 
fated, that it is unnecessary for me to repeat them 
ere. Subsequent reflection and experience have 
cpniirmed my apprehensions of the injurious con- 
sequences which would flow from the resumption 
of appropriations for internal improvements, with 
no better rule for the government of Congress 
than that of which I have spoken ; and I do not 
hesitate to express it as my opinion, that the 
"general and true interests of the country would 
be best consulted by withholding them, with the 
cgK^ception which I have already referred to, until 
some Constitutional regulation upon the subject 
lias been made. 

^In this avowal, I am certainly not influenced 
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by feelings of indifference, much less of hostility 
to internal improvements. As such, they can 
have no enemies. I have never omitted to give 
them all the proper aid in my power — for which 
by the way I claim no particular merit, as I do 
not believe there is an honest and sane man in the 
country who does not wish to see them prosper- 
but their construction and the manner in which 
and the means hy which they are to be effected) 
are quite different questions. Rather than again 
expose our legislation to all the corrupting influ- 
ences of these scrambles and combinations in 
Congress, which have been heretofore witnessed, 
and the other affairs of the country to the injuri- 
ous effects unavoidably resulting from them, it 
would in my opinion be infinitely preferable to 
leave works of the character spoken of, and not 
embraced in the exception which has been pointed 
out, for the present, to the supports of which 
they have reposed with so much success for the 
last two years, by state efforts and private enter- 
prize. If the great body of the people become 
convinced that the progress of their works should 
be accelerated by the Federal arm, they will not 
refuse to come to some proper and Constitutional 
arrangements upon the subject. The supposition 
that an equitable rule, which pays a proper re- 
spect to the interest and condition of the diffe- 
rent states, could fail to receive ultimately the 
Constitutional sanction, would be doing injustice to 
the intelligence of the country. By such a settl** 
ment of the question, our political system, in addi- 
tion to the other advantages derived from it, would, 
in relation to the subject at least, be relieved from 
those dangerous shocks, which spring from diver- 

14* 
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sitiies of opinion upon Constitutional points of deep 
interest ; and in the mean time, the resources of 
the country would he best husbanded by being 
left in the hands of those by whose labor they are 
produced." 

By this extract, the reader has a faint view of 
the sound and Constitutional ideas entertained by 
Mr. Van Buren on the subject of internal improve- 
ments. On another subject of equal importance, 
his views and' opinions were equally sound and 
correct — viz. : the subject of a high tariff of duties 
for purposes of protection to domestic products. 
He has in the same reply above quoted from, ex- 
plained his sentiments with the same candor and 
frankness : and the following extract is given 
from that document in order to shew forth to the 
reader his opinions upon this important subject 
also. 

" Although," says he, " my official acts in rela- 
tion to the protective system, might well be re- 
garded as rendering the avowal unnecessary,! 
think it nevertheless proper to say that I believe 
the establishment of commercial regulations with 
a view to the encouragement of domestic pro- 
ducts, to be within the Constitutional power of 
Congress. Whilst, however, I entertain this 
opinion, it has never been my wish to see the 
power in question exercised with an oppressive 
inequality upon any portion of our citizens, or 
for the advantage of one section of the Union 
at the expense of another. On the contrary, I 
have at all times believed it to be the sacred duty 
of those who are entrusted with the administra- 
tion of the Federal Government to direct its ope- 
rations in the manner best calculated to distribute 
as equally as possible its burdens and blessings 



LIFE OF MARTIN VAN BU&EZl. l6S 

among the several states and the people. My 
views upon this subject were spread before the 
people, and have since been widely diffused through 
the medium of the public press. My object at 
that time was to invite the attention of my imme- 
diate constituents to a dispassionate consideration 
of the subject in all its bearings — being well aa-* 
sured that such an investigation would bring them " 
to a standard, which, from its moderation and jus- 
tice, would furnish the best guaranty for the true 
interests of all. If, as has been supposed, those 
views have contributed in any degree to produce 
a state of feeling so much to be desired, I have 
reason to be gratified with the result. 

" The approaching, and, if the policy of the 
present Executive is allowed to prevail, the 
certain extinguishment of the national debt, 
has presented an opportunity for a more equi- 
table adjustment of the tariff, which has been 
already embraced by the adoption of a concilia- 
tory measure, the spirit of which will, I doubt not, 
continue to be cherished by all who are not desi- 
rous of advancing their private interests at the 
sacrifice of those of the public, and who place a 
just value upon the peace and harmony of the 
iJnion. 

" The protective system and its proper adjust- 
ment, became a subject of frequent and necessary 
consideration while I formed a part of the cabi- 
net; and the manner in which the President pro- 
posed to carry into effect the policy in relation to 
the imposts, recommended in his previous mes- 
sages, has since been avowed with that frankness 
which belongs'to his character. To this end he 
recommended a modification of the tariff which 
should produce a reduction of the revenue to the 
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wants of (^e Grovernment, and an adjustment ol 
the duty upon imports with equal justice in rela- 
tion to all our national interests, and to thecountei- 
action of foreign policy, so far as it may be inju- 
rious to those interests. 

" In these sentiments I fully concur; and I have 
been thus explicit in the statement of them, that 
there may be no room for misapprehension as to 
my own views upon the subject. A sincere and 
faithful application of these principles to our legis- 
lation, un warped by private interests or political 
design, a restriction of the wants of the Govern- 
ment to a simple and economical sid ministration 
of affairs — the only administration which is con- 
sistent with the purity and stability of the Re- 
publican system — a preference in encouragement, 
given to such manufactures as are essential to the 
national defence, and its extension to others in 
proportion as they are adapted to our country, 
and of which the raw material is produced by 
ourselves, with a proper respect for the rule 
which demands that all taxes should be imposed 
in proportion to the ability and condition of the 
contributors, would, I am convinced, give ultimate 
satisfaction to a vast majority of the people of the 
United States, and tend to correct that spirit of 
discontent which is now unhappily prevalent, and 
which threatens such extensive injury to the in- 
stitutions of our country.'' 

That Mr. Vcui Buren has been free, open and 
candid upon all subjects proposed to him by que- 
rists, whether friends or opponents, the whole 
tenor of his political life gives incontrovertible 
testimony. He has never refused or hesitated to 
explain his sentiments. If any man can with 
propriety refer to his public conduct, or his pub- 
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lie speeches, or other written document as a test of 
his opinion, he is that man — but he never resortejd 
to such weak apologies for silence — he was always. 
** ready to give an account of the faith that was ui 
him," and always avoided the mystery of the 
speculatist and the deceitful sophistry of the di- 
plomatist. His responses were clear and explicit^ 
admitting of but one construction, and his acts 
consistent with his professions. 

When he was a candidate for the Vice-Presi- 
dency, a letter of inquiry was presented to him 
by a committee from a public meeting, held in 
North Carolina, a&to his opinion upon a national 
Bank, a protective tariff, and internal improve- 
ments by the General Grovernment. On the two 
latter points, we have already explained his views j 
and on the national Bank his letter contained the 
following pithy sentence : 

" I am unreservedly opposed to the renewal of 
the charter of the United States Bank, and ap- 
prove of the refusal of the President to sign the 
bill passed for that purpose, as well on account of 
the unconstitutionality as the impolicy of its pro- 



visions." 



How could words more plainly express senti- 
ment than those of the short sentence quoted! 
Impossible. There is no obscurity, no room left 
for evasion, equivocation or tergiversation. How 
different from the paltry equivocation contained 
in the answer of General Harrison to Sherrod 
Williams, to an interrogatory on that subject, 
wherein he leaves the question open and unded- 
ded. If the revenue could be collected, kept and 
disbursed without the assistsmce of such a bank, 
then would he refuse a charter — if not, then with- 
out regard to the Constitution, he would grant it. 
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lasring himself to be the judge of the ezpedl- 
ency. notwithstanding, upon another occasion, he 
pronounced the Bank to be unconstitutional. No 
saetk equivocation can be found in the response of 
Mr. Van Buren : his answer is open, plain and 
decided, both against the constitutionality and ex- 
pediency of a Bank of the United States, and that 
at the certain expense of forfeiture of all claims 
to the favors of the Bank and its numerous 
friends. 

Upon another occasion, that of a project for the 
eetabiishment of a mammotli Bank in New-York, 
under great modifications, and was said not to be 
liaUe to any of the objections of the then exist- 
ing Bank of the United States, he has these me- 
morable words : 

f*At all events, I think it proper to say that it 
(the project) could not receive either countenance 
or support from me. I could not act otherwise 
without a departure from the principles which I 
sincerely entertain, which have been avowed to 
the people before my election, and which I feel to 
be a sacred duty to maintain inviolate." 

Now let us contrast these bold, open and candid 
declarations against the constitutionality and ex- 
pediency of a United States Bank, with the 
weak, vascillating and equivocal response of Gene- 
ral Harrison. After "beating the bush" about 
hia proceedings in Congress and other occasions, ' 
and acknowledging that he is no competent judge 
in these matters, and stating at one time that the 
Bank had violated its charter, and that he voted 
against it in Congress, with a view of having it an- 
nulled : and then again, that from the day that 
Mr. Cheves undertook its management to its final 
dinoiutwnf no institution could have been conducted 
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Vfith more ability, integrity and public advaniag^ 
than it has been"*"* — and then saying that the p^ 
riod for rechartering the old Bank has passed, as 
Pennsylvania has wisely taken care to appropri- 
ate to herself the benefits of its large c&pital. — 
Afler floundering away in his usual egotistical 
style, about his own concerns, he at last comes to 
the point and says — " The question for me to an- 
swer is, whether, under the circumstances you 
state, if elected to the office of President, I would 
sign an act to charter another Bank, I answer 
I WOULD, if it were clearly ascertained that the 
public interest, in relation to the collection and 
disbursement of the revenue would materially 
suffer without one, and there were unequivocal 
manifestations of public opinion in its favor."— 
Now what an opening is here lefl for equivoca- 
tion ! He loses sight of the Constitution entirely, 
and makes the chartering of the Bank depend 
upon the collection and disbursement of the re- 
venue, with neither of which the Bank ever had 
any concern. The revenue was always collected 
by the officers of the Government, and its dis- 
bursement was always by officers in no way con- 
nected with the Bank. Well might he say that 
he was not a competent judge in such matters.—. 
His answer is a plain indication of that fact, or 
of something less worthy; and it would not require 
an overstretch of understanding to perceive that 
he shewed a strong hankering afler Bank influ- 
ence and Bank votes at his election. Men of 
more talent than Greneral Harrison, have been 
convinced by Bank arguments to go all the 
lengths which he might have contemplated when 
he framed his equivocating answer. The great 
disparity between this response and that made by 
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Mr. Van Buren to the same interrogatory, must 
be plain to the most superficial observer — nor 
does the Greneral mend the matter by his reason- 
ing as to what might give cause for rechartering 
the Bank, namely, that of "carrying into effect 
some one of the powers positively granted to the 
Greneral Government," as that might be mere 
matter of opinion, and could not do away the po- 
sitive provision of the Constitution, that nothing 
but gold or silver coin shall be used as money 
in the United States — and the question proposed 
to him was, " Will you sign and approve of (if 
it becomes necessary to secure and save from de- 
preciation the revenues and finances of the na- 
tion, and to afford a uniform sound currency to 
the people of the United States,) a bill with pro- 
per modifications and restrictions, chartering a 
bank of the United States"? To this the reply 
is in the affirmative, with the proviso that " if ho 
can be convinced that the collection and disbursing 
of the revenue should require it" — which is about 
tantamount to a man being asked if he would 
buy his servant a shirt — to which he replied, "O 
yes — I will buy him a shirt, provided that I can 
be convinced that he cannot do so well without 
one with ruflles on it" — reserving to himself the 
discretion of judging in the matter. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren's answer is composed in fewer lines than Ihe 
General occupies pages with his — the former 
leaves nothing to hang a doubt upon ; but the 
latter is all doubt, all equivocation. In short, the 
one is something certain, and the other is nothing 
but uncertainty. 

Never did two statesmen more happily meet 
for the management of the national concerns of 
any country, than Andrew Jsu^kson and Martin 
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Van Boren — ^both men of sj^endid talents, striel 
integrity and firmness of purpose. With un* 
bounded confidence each in the ability and straight- 
forward honesty of the other, they were in a so* 
perior degree calculated to promote the interest 
and honor of the country; and their early suo> 
oess in ail their foreign relations, most clearly 
proved that the diplomatic system which they 
adopted, was approved of by the Grovernments 
with which they negotiated. The choice of Mr. 
Van Buren for Secretary of State, gave testimony 
€»f that deep penetraticm and intimate know- 
ledge of human nature, for which Greneral Jack- 
son stands so highly distinguished. 

Mr. Van Buren, <m the death of De Witt Clin- 
ton, then Governor of New-York, was elected 
his successor by a large majority over two oppo- 
sing candidates, having a plurality of 30,000 votes 
over Smith Thompson, the highest candidate. — 
He was elected in November, 1826, and in March, 
1829, he was called to the cabinet of the National 
Government, by General Jackson as Secretary 
of State. 

The coalition Administration had lell the Go- 
vernment in a most distracted state, particularly 
with foreign nations. The noted diplomatist, 
John Quincy Adams, had failed in almost every 
instance; and many of his blunders were led for 
the new Administration to rectify. Our commer- 
cial citizens had large claims upon foreign Go- 
yemments for spoliations committed on the high 
seas, during the European wars, which, though 
ended for nearly fourteen years, a single dollar 
could not be had for these indemnities for acts 
committed a quarter of a century back and more. 

16 
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Bnt the first and seconii year of the new Adnunuh 
tration worked wonders. France, Denmark, Nar 
pies, Spain and Brazil, had all to come forward 
and pay the amount of indemnities. In addition 
to these important arrangements, commercial 
treaties were effected with other powers, and 
new sources of trade and commerce opened to the 

Seat advantage of our merchants and traders.^— 
1 these things were done hy those patriots who 
have been stigmatized by a faction as the enemies 
of commerce and commercial men. These suc- 
cesses were too much for the designing politicians 
who viewed them with jealousy and hate; and, 
difficulties having arisen in the cabinet, which 
Mr. Van Buren conceived could only be reconciled 
by his resignation, with that pure disinterested- 
ness and manliness of character which had al- 
ways distinguished him, he resigned his office of 
Secretary of State — ^thus voluntarily sacrificing 
himself on the altar of peace and concord. The 
President, with great reluctance, accepted his re- 
ngnation; and Mr. McLane having solicited 
his own recall from the mission to England, Mr. 
Van Buren was appointed Minister to the Court 
of St. James during the recess of Congress; and 
on the next meetmg of that body, faction tri- 
umphed once more, and his nomination was re- 
jected by the Senate. At this nefarious act of 
injustice, as well to the country as to the indivi- 
daal, the people took fire, and nominated him to 
the nation as Vice-President, as has been before 
•tated — and thus shewed their detestation of the 
acts of a faction who would deprive them of their 
most valuable public servant. 

Mr. Van Buren having presided over the Se- 
nate with that dignity and impartiality becoming 
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bis high character, his tenn passed over without 
any of those difficulties that might have occurred 
with many who had less prudence and good sense 
ki the management of an outrageous and mord- 
fied faction Nothing very remarkahle occurred 
during his term, if we except his giving a cast- 
ing vote upon the subject of slavery, to the great 
annoyance of the fanatics, who had been endea- 
Youring to set the nation in a blaze. This vote 
acted like electricity on the Southern States, who 
hailed it with joy as a sure indication that their 
interests would not be sacrificed while Mr. Vaa 
Buren could have influence in the councils of the 
nation. 

In order to give the reader a fuU view of Mr. Van Buren'a opiii> 
lens upon negro slayery as it eizsta in the United States, we have mb* 
joined a note containing those opinions by his letter to the DeOio- 
cratic Central Committee of KentuclEy, in answer to interrogatorief 
pot to him by ttiat committeet this last spring. Let the reader com- 
pare that letter with the replies made by General Harrison on th9 
lame subject while not under the surveillance of a thinking coaunte- 
tee. In those replies the General sends the interrogators to Uit 
speeches and declarations made on former occasions, some of them 
not applying to the case in hand, and oihen of that equivocal natom 
M to give no satisiaction on the subject—not to mention the difficulij 
of obtaining tlie documents alluded to. In the response of Mr. Vaa 
Boren, the interrogator has not been put to the trouble of huttUaf 
up old newspapers, In which to find his expressed opinions— he gtvai 
those opinions openly and unhesitatingly— which opinions are imlt** 
Ue to tne times and to present circumstance*. 

The letter to the Kentucky gentlemen is as follows: 

« WxsHiNOTOsr, April 21, ISiOL 
"Gbmtlbmbn: I have received your letter of the 2d inst. uii 
cheerfully comply with your request. You have inadvertently lU- 
len into an error in supposing that the questions propounded to vom 
tnr the Honorable Sherrod Williams, in 1835, embracei the subject 
CI Abolition. My views and opinions in re«;urd to it were, howevert 
communicated to the people of the United States, in reply to a letter 
received in the same vear, from Junius Amis, Esq. and other ciiixeM 
Off North Carolina, and also through other channels. Perceiving tlun 
I cannot do justice to your inquiries in the iaem which you have givMi 
to them, by a general reference to the answevs I have hentofiMS 
given, I will repeat the substance of them. 

(* First: That the relation of master and slave is a matter which 
holones exclusively to each State within its own boundary-thai Cos* < 
gNM nas no authority to interfere, in any respea whatevar^ with 1km 
•naacipation of theslavesi orin the treatment of them in any of ihm 
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mum; utd UuAanyattAinptto do aoby the Government or paoolif 
of Any other State, or by the General Go'^erfimem, would oMmliyiNl 
vaauthorized, bvt violate the spirit of the comprDmise^ which liee at 
the baaifl of the Federal compact : and which is binding in honor and 
9D0d &ith on all who live under the protection of the federal ConaH' 
Mllon, and participate in its benefits. This doctrine is in strict coi»- 
temity to the principle embodied in a resolution passed by the flousd 
tf Representatives of the United States, in 1790, upon the report of A 
cenumttee, consisting almost entirely of Ncnthem men. 

"Secondly, That conceding to Congress the abstract power of in- 
totfering with, or abolishing slavery in the District of Coiombia, un- 
der the broad grant of exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever 
over that District, there are, nevertheless, objections to the ea c er cfa e 
ef this power < against the wishes of the slaveliolding States as im* 
p«rative in their nature and obligation, in regulating the conduct of 
the public men, as the most palpable want of constitutional poww 
vimld be. 

*< Thirdlv : That I desired the people of the United States then to 
viderstana, that if elected. I would go-into the Presidential chair tlui 
Inflexible and uncompromising opponent of any attempt on the pait 
of Oongress to abolish slavery in the District oi Columbia, agadBH 
the wishes of the slaveholding States ; and also with a determination 
equally inflexible to resist the slightest interference with the subject 
in the States where it exists. 

'* The Twenty-fourth Congress, whose constitutional term expired 
ti ike- moment when mine, as President commenced, liad avowed its 
belief that it was * extremely important and desirable that the agita- 
tion of the subject oi slavery should be finally arrested, for the pui- 
CB of restoring tranquility to the public mind,' and made it ths^ 
is of extensive and deliberate action in both Houses. In the. 
House o{ Bepresentatives, a committee (a majority of wliom. were 
ftom non-slaveholding States) repcvtedt pursuant to instruaions. two 
resolutions; the first was, 'that Congress possess no constituttoml 
power to interfere in any way with the institution of slavery in any 
of the States of the Confederacy;' the second, *■ that Congress ouglit 
■ot to interfere in any way with slavery in the District of ColumbU;^ 
•nd a third, which was, in substance, that all papers and motionll 
pearlng upon the subject of slavery should be laid upon the tabW. 
without any fiirther action thereon. They were accompanied by an. 
elaborate and very able report, setting foith at large the reasons in 
fiivor of the opinions reported, and the course recommended by the 
committee. The Whole subject was finally discussed, considered and 
decided upon. The first resolution passed by a vote of 182 to 9--the 
eeeond, of 132 to 45— and the third, of 117 to 68. In the Senate, the 
■wtter was considered upon a memorial from the Quarterly Meeting 
ef the Beligitus Society of Friends, praying ibr the abolition ci do^ 
■wstic slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. The 
MiMect ¥ras by that memorial presented in terms wliich oflbred n» 
^sloience to the feelings of any class of citizens and were best aUr 
dilated to secure to the questions involved a fair hearing and impar- 
tial decision. After several days' discussion, the prayer of the m#- 
Morialists was rejected, by a vote of thibtt-foob to six. 

"An expression o( similar opinions on the part of the Federal 
Bzecutive, with an avowal <tf a determination to carry them out in 
his ofllcial acts, taken in connection with tiie known condition of th* 
Oongrefliional representation of the several States in regard to ik» 
itevequestion, would, it waft thought, during the continwiiy of hi* 
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■ttaaUoB, I caii,M « public man, find- the pitli of daty only Ib on* 
^Urection— chat of unoiKuised opposiUon. 

lam, gentlemen, very respectfbll j, 

Your obedient servmnt, 
IML VAN BUREN. 
^ To Lbvi Ttlbr, Jacob Obxoib, D. Mbrbzwbjithbb, and Tffoft 
J. Bbad, Eaqn. Committee, &c." 

The character which Mr. Van Buren had ob- 
tained for splendid talent, pure patriotism and su- 
perior wisdom in action, turned all eyes upon him 
BB^ the most fit and proper successor of the patri- 
otic Jackson in the Presidential chair, and his no- 
mination by a national convention, held at Balti- 
more, in May, 1836, was hailed by the Democ- 
racy of the Union with joy and gladness; and in 
November of that year, he was triumphantly 
elected over Harrison and White, the opposing 
candidates, who were brought forward by the Fede- 
ral party, in the vain hope of defeating the elec- 
tion by the people, by which the scenes of " bar- 
gain, mtrigue and management,^^ which had dis- 
graced Congress in 1825, might be gone over 
again. Mr. Van Buren, however, was inaugura- 
ted in March, 1837. 

The winter of 1836, '7, was remarkable for the 
formation of one of the most stupendous and 
fraudulent plots, that ever disgraced a nation or 
distressed a people. The bank called the Bank 
of the United States, falsely and iniquitously hav- 
ing taken that cognomen, contrived to form a 
oombination with almost all, if not with every 
bank in the Union at once, and nearly simultane- 
ously to suspend specie payments, in the vain 
hope of prostrating the Administration. During 
the last session of Greneral Jackson^s Administra- 
tion, the Federalists, aided by those traitors, call- 
ing themselves Conservatives, had a majority in 
Congress ; and, preparatory to the great Amk 
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explosion, they managed matters so as to rob the 
Treasury of the Unit^ States, (which at the tim* 
was full to an overflow,) of about 28 millions of 
dollars, by passing a bill which they denominated 
a bill for the deposit and safe keeping of the sur- 
plus revenue. This bill, to ward against the con- 
stitutional scruples of the President, had its name 
changed from a bill for the distribution of the sur- 
plus revenue among the states, in proportion to 
their representation in Congress, to a "bill for the 
deposit and safe keeping of the public treasure 
with the several states;'' and thus making it a 
deposite instead of a distribution bill. General 
Jackson, who foresaw the evil consoquences, most 
reluctantly signed it. This, with the reduction of 
the revenue caused by the compromise act of 1834, 
literally beggared the public treasury; and the 
provision to be made for an expensive war, car- 
ried on in Florida against the Indians, as well as 
the large sums required for the removal of In- 
dians west of the Mississippi, and large sums re- 
quired lor the payment of Indian lands, the titles 
of which were to be extinguished, produced such 
a degree of embarassment as to require the call 
of an extra session of Congress, to meet in Sep- 
tember, 1837, to prevent the entire stoppage of 
the wheels of Government. The Congress met 
accordingly, and the Administration, m one of 
the ablest messages ever presented to Congress, 
laid open all the difficulties, and projected plana 
for the safety of Government and the nation. 

It is regretted that the limits prescribed U» 
these Sketches, will not permit a full quotation of 
that most excellent message ; but such extracts 
shall be given as will serve to place the subject 
matter of it understandingly before the reader. 
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Mr. Van Buren, after some introductory matter,; 
niative to the deposit law above alluded to, and 
the difficulties to which the treasury department 
was reduced by that law, and the laws against 
paying away by the Government any kind of 
■money but specie or its equivalent, goes <«i to 
Btate the situation of the Government as follows: 
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CBRViicj ttaore, u miiAh diBproponLooed to . 

M Ib IheUBiudSuua. WItb thleredgndancy of the paper cu 
"ijaliBjaapirti of adveniniooi If - 



anilnciog ib« whola rmge of hutmi eaierprlie. Aid vna profunlr 
men to prdeclad baprDvetneDU i large InveaUDeate were made m 
Etfelgii itDClu mnd loaui; credMe for Eoods were granted wttJi ulk- 
baanded UberalHy ui merdtuu la CiEelga eoDUnaii ud mil tba 
(oMiii of acqnliine and employin; cndit wara put in actiTe iipei»- 
lioa, uid extended in thdi sSuu la viatj d^uonent sf buriiM^ 
■BdiaerajquneroftliaElolw- TIu nsetlon WM pnpsUonad !■ 
lie violence lo the ennoidliuix duncMr of tlM arente iriilch pn- 
caded.iu The commandal eonmuuiil; td Gieu Brltdn ima mb- 
jeeted 10 llu gmMit dilBciiltlca; ind Uwii d<M<i» in lUacoODtij 
wen Boi onlT luddenlf daprind of uoMonwd uid sipwsud end- 
Uh bm called Bson tx paymedta, oUch, ia the KUaT puMn M 
lUoge here, conld obIt be made .ibnivBh nfeuMBi pieeatiiti, end >i 
the laiH mlnonaMcrSlcei. 



■i ud,H lanniii 



nta after tmhta reiAKlis eooTlctlin, IliU (he cmmb of the rani' 
rion Id both eouDirlea iian been ■Bbauuallr iba matt. Two H- 
tlenathe mMuuinerdal in thaiKald, tajiifitt but reeeulr tita 
lilglii»i dacrae of ynarem pnapetlur, uid "v^l""!"'"; wHh sack 
ouer the elcaaiMi ivlaihnia. are aoddeiilT, in a Um* of nolnuiil 
paaca, and wlUunl anj great nattonal dinnac, anenad In their car 
rear.andiiloagHllntaaMateif ambanMinealaBddJiueB. Inboik 

couotrleave ham wUneoeddiaBniandundancrot paper meot ' 

ethar foclliilei of eradli ; ihe aama aidrft ef ipacnlatlon ; ihi 

oead/thaM — ' '-"— ' — '" —"' ' ■ •^-— — — — ' 
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ftrmce between the malts in tbe two covnitries hw only bees* tiiMt 
with us. there has also occarred an extensive derangement in th» 
fleeal aflkirs of the Federal and State Governments, occasioned by 
the suspension of specie payments by the banlis. 

" The history of these causes and effects in Great Britain and the 
United States, is substantially the history of the revulsion In all 
dthet commercial countries. 

■* The present and visible effects of these circmnstances on the ep 
•ntions of the Government, and on the industry of the pec^le, poial 
em the objects that call for your immediate attention. 

'^They are: to regulate by law the safe-keepine, transfer, and dit* 
Imrsement of the public moneys ; to designate the funds to be re* 
ceived and paid by the Government ; to enable the Treasury to meti 
ptomptly every demand upon it; to prescribe the terms of indid* 
fence, and the mode of Mttlement to be adopted, as well in coUeeip 
ng from individuals the revenue that has accrued, as in withdrawinf 
H fhnn former depositories; and to devise and adopt such farther 
measures, within the constitutional competency of Congress, as will 
be best calculated to revive the enterprise, and to promote ite 
llRwperity of the country. 

"For the deposit, transfer, and disbursement of the revenue, n»>- 
tfonal and State banks have always, with temporary and limited 
exceptions* been heretofore employed; but, althoush advocates of 
each system are still to be found, it is apparent that the events of the 
lost few momhs have greatly augmented the desire, long existing 
•numg the people of the United Statep, to separate the fiscal opeiop 
tlons of the Government from those of individuals or corporations. 

** Again to create a national bank, as a fiscal agent, would be to 
disregard the popular will twice solemnly and unequivocally ex- 
wessed. On no question of domestic policy is there stronger evi- 
dence that the sentiments of a large majority are deliberately fixed; 
end I cannot concur with those who think they see, in recent eveme, 
e proof that these sentiments are, or a reason that they should be 
changed. 

** Events similar in their origin and character have heretofore fre- 
qoently occurred, without producing any such change; and the lee- 
eoQs of experience must be forgotten if we suppose that the prooet 
overthrow of credit would have been prevented by the existence of a 
national bank. Froneness to excessive issues has ever been the 
▼Ice of the banking system— a vice as prominent in national .ae In 
State institutions. This propensity is as subservient to the advanee- 
inentof private interests in the one as in the other; and those wbe 
direct them both, being principally guided by the same views and 
Influenced by the same motives, will be equally ready to stinralole 
extravagance of enterprise, by improvidence or credit. How strik- 
tegly is this conclusion sustained by experience ! The Bank of the 
united States, with the vast powers conferred on it by Congress, did 
not, or could not, prevent fbrmw and similar embarrassments; nor 
Ins the still greater strength it has been said to possess under its prcs- 
«Bt charter enabled it, in the existing emeieency u> check other in^- 
tetions. or even to save itself. In Great Britain, where, it has been 
seen, the same causes have been attended with the same efTects. e 
national bank, possessing powers far greater than are asked for dv 
the warmest advocates of such an institution here, has also proved 
enable to prevent an undue expansion of credit, and the evils HuA 
flow fbm it. 

** Nor can I find any tenable ground for the re-estaUlshment of e 
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od Bnnpa, ths domiKle u mil M ■)>■ Cmlgii ncbugM m etrrlad 
OB b; prtnu bouMii nltaa, If not gsMi^lr, iriUiiHii ihe mlanrii 
if bubi. T«ih^ eiuoid thmugbina dlKiaet «avenl«Ul«, uid ftr 
■leeed la udduul ibe real enAm^M of IhB UbMhI Suim.' IIki* 
ll OD nuoB ■wbj cnr own miT not be eoniluetHl Id iha iwiia ■>■>■ 
BB, wfth ^ii>l chstpnMB and m6af, CerMBlT tkli might be k- 
ccnplbhed, it n wen ftTond bjr dmsa mm dsaplf Intcniud ; uid 
fcr can dnW that Ihslr own IntsnM, u wall •• iha (ananl walbra 
rf Uie CDODUT, would be promoted Iv IWTLng avdi a luMect in tka 
Imnda of ihoee to whom It pnperlj balonfa. A «ratam Snnded im 
prlnM InUTMl, enteqinaa, and eaaqwtillon, wiUigM the aid of Icgla- 
latlTa gruu or ranlatloni br law, wonld rutdlr proaper i h would 
fee ftae Sum the liSluenoa of BolHIcal (tHstlDD, ud eztand Iha Hme 
nBuptbiB totndeltaeir; anf il would pat anandtoihoaa canoWma 
^naglact, patilalHy, b^JiuilBa, and oppnailon, which an ihenn- 
anUaUe reaidu of IniafftreBca b; itaa Ooremment in Ihe pnpet 
EonBenu of indlTtdnali. All fiirmer anampu on (ha pan of the Oar- 
muaatt lo canj ha la^ilatlon, Id ihta raapect, loiiher ihaa wae if- 
rifnedbrlhe eoDaUlnUon, hue In the and prored Injoiloua, and 
knireBervadonlj weanTincalba naatboilr c( die peept«, mora and 
Bioia,of the caitaln dangan of blaullDg yiime iDiereetB wlib Ihe 
^eialiona of public buslnaai : and (hare li do rouon to auppoaa thai 
■ npecUion <r Iham ninr would be mon aoc '-' 
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^, _„ta>DGhaolnnlUiilaa', ortltMiboT CUD beiaducedtqr pe. 

OaltlT pnann, or tajr uj nUier combiiullan of circunutoocn, u> 
MniBder prinslplBa (fie* haw ao Iodz and lo tsBeilblv malnulned. 
hl^nnilaitaBfthanitaJeuansnshaDged. Tfae^ have been rft. 
peatadlr and unnaemdly announced lo my feUowcmieDi, who 
wtdi lut kBowledf u of ihsm, confeired upoa me the (Wo higheit offl- 
MB if Ibe Ooretninent. On the lait of theae occaaloDi, 1 All It Hue 
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■odi * bank, 1B uj EmD, wblW h muld tuXiicecimplliAtlisbniM- 
dtJ pur^DW prpmlfled ijj lu ^rDuut, Wovid Impair thp rEehlAjl 
•aprejDHef dT uia populm- wHI, tnjiiTe ^b chanOAr and dlmlDlu Ui» 
futunjce i>f our political ■TOtwi.uidbriDgDDCc matekaioejiotaBCv 
' ■ — o ths aplrit, and iknuao- 



lu the panniBsncr, of «ur npaUlcu Inilhiillou, 

Loenlliuifei hum baan smplniri ta tba dspcalt mod dl 
of Uw nnniiB, u all tbnei panbllr, mud, od thiM dlSer 
•bus, nclulTsIr : fim, uiuiiM to ihs oMbliihinent a wo uih 
bonksf tiMUaluit Siuu; nedndlr, In ihs Inteml b«ir««ii ita 
MnolDUlon rf ilut iBHtUUiOD uid UnehMUrof lu Hccsut; ud, 
thiidl;, during Uwlhnlied period which hu un (o abmiKlT clOMd. 
The SMdeikn, ihw raiMMdlr uunpMd, pnrtd aatli&cuitT tm 
— » , iii,»eiOrtUi«»(lfi«li«»«rimiiiii«MiiiMiAlch 



mreadopudtabcIUutaoT 

tm l&a 7«ar 163^ Uh enifloviBBnt of the fitkto buUu wu niu 
«PMU1t, In arecr inj mlch axpcrienea and cwitloil <oflld 
fML PononoliociirltjinaTeqiilRaAicthBvfe-keaplnfaDdpn 

pinii«aIo(theiiKnu?*lab«racBlnd; and fbu rotnriM oT thslr 
aidon inn,rmB tlDH uiUiin,u bs nudB bfihs daw^iarMa. 
tha ftm tUftt, the nuatm wn HnlDebUjr gneaiMaral, nolwillini 

log Us TigiBin opportkn of tha Book * ' — 

noceulu eSbiu inado toowthnnr K. 
*d< wlih idelit;, and wmnqt nj «nibi 
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tarn piDmlved tobe permtiaenUTiiHA]]. Bui when It became necw- 
MrriDndaribe uiof Juiio,18M|U wliMmir fFOfnitaeai the public 
fDoiiCT, fiir iha puTprao of pJacLag it Id addlLloDal JivUciUJDnai or of 
UBOMiIng h to Uis SuOH, Uk? bund ft, In atnt cam, Inuan- 
Bleinto«oDiptrwnhtbiidnBaDdaotihaTnaniiy,aM munetiiBa and 
pTOMlng KpplicslJoDg won nado te tndulgaics at ttHtt. At the In- 
■Mmanti <ni4«riha dtpoilw Is.* bMuna ii^iUa, ihatr own na1M> 
nnmnu, tat Iha necnrtw aador lAicli th^ lay of unaJUoa 

-.J, .. .> _..! — -^ ,1,^ ilablSf InoHsed (ho geunl 

, . . Ik oUior eaoHt, la haitan tho lOTulaloD 

h, l)W)>, Id eoDiDwn whh Iho oUiar buln, -wtn 

MidbaDkaof lMDa,^Tilfl of great magDJtude, Ijiberemt Id its verj uik- 
tti*. and agalna trhkh w pnesiitlou can nffectuail]! gaaid. 

'VBkaSiB InibaoigaDluiilaD oCibe goTsnuneai, u4 lbn«d go 
"■ ~ "■ ' ^'" the [moties of ra^loylDg baDta 



, When WB aaiud Into ailBWiiM M a nation, Id ad- 



_j( ws hoUaled to weigh dil*D the Infcnt ii 
bf nMrftlDf lo adaquBie laiatlan far iha nM!_», ._..u_i. ^ 
AcllhlMof hanki, InielniB ftr tha prlTllagH ihaj acquind,*) 
pniniUT odbnd, and parhaps, too readllj recalrad br an erabarn 
■ed AiBaniT- Ourini ill* loi^ eontlnnoDoe of a nuional debt, ai 
-iMlniemDlngdinciilUHof ■te<i|Dwar,thacmn«^i>n was cc 
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laetnal deporii a tafge ■orplaft 
reqtiires thaiwiewalof a coiiaex' 

lived. The complete organiiation 

of oar OoTemmeiit; the abundance of oar resources : the genend 
lianmmy which prevaUa between the diflerettStatee and whb lorete^ 

Kren-^l eoaole ue now to eelea the wyMBm moet consiitent wnh 
consUtntlon, and most cooduciTe to the pablic welfiue. Shoald 
ive, then, connect the Treaeorj, for a fimrth timeu wHh the local 
l^tiVa, it can only bennder aconvtcUon that peat &ii««B have arisen 
Urom accidental, not inherent defects. 

**A danger, difficult if not impossible to be avoided in such an ar- 
an gement, is made strikingly eridoit in the very event by triiich 
it has now been defeated. A sodden act of the banks intnisted 
with tlie funds of the people deprives the T^reasuiy withoot 
4iuit or agency of the Government, of the iriiility to pay its 
creditors in the currency they have by law a right to demand. This 
circumstance, no fluctuation of commerce could have produced, if 
the public revenue had been collected in the leral currency, and 
kept in tlial iisrm by the officers of the Treasury. The citizen whose 
money was in bank, receives it back, since the sospensico, at a sacri- 
fice in its amount ; whilst he who kept it in the legal currency of the 
country, and in his own possession, pursues without loss the cur^ 
lent of his business. The Govmrnment, placed in the situation of 
the former, is involved in emlMuraasments it could not have suffered, 
bad it pursued the coarse of the latter. Tliese embarrassments are 
moreover augmented by those salutary and just laws which fbrtiid it 
to use a depreciated currency, and, by so doing, take from the 
syvemment the ability which individuals have or accommodating 
ueir transactions to such a catastrophe. 

**A system which can, in a time of profound peace, when thore Is 
alarge revenue laid by, thus suddenly (wevent tiie application and 
the use of the monc^ of tlie people in the manner and for the objects 

But who can think, witnout 
same unforseen events might 
ar, and taken from us,nt ue 
moment when most wanted, the use yf those very means which were 
treasured up to promote ttie national welfare, and guard our 
Bational ri^Ms! To such embarrassments and to such dangers will 
this Government be always exposed, wiiilsi it takes the moneys rais- 
ed lor, and necessary to, the public ser\ice, out of the hanas of Its 
own officers, and converts them into a mere right of action against 
corporatioDs intrusted with the possession of tltem. Nor can such 
lesults be effectually guarded against in such a system, without in- 
vesting the Executive with a G(mtrol over the banks themselves, 
whether State or national, that might with reason be objected to.— 
Ours is, probably, the only Government in the world tluu is liable 
in the management of its fiscal concerns, to occurrences like 
these. 

"Butthis imminent risk is not the only danger attendant on the 
furrender of the public money to the etModyjMa control of local cor- 
porations. Though the object is aid to the Treasury, its effects may 
be to introduce into the operations of the government influences the 
most subtle, founded on interest the most selfish. 

"The use by the banks, for their own benefit, of the money deposi- 
ted with them, has received the sanction of the Government from Uic 
commencement of this connexion. The money received fh>m the 
people, instead of being kept till it is needed for their use, is, in eon- 
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Mqueace of this authority, ft fund on which discounts are made for 
the profit of those who happen to be owners of stock in the banks 
selected as depositories. Hie supposed, and o&ea «zamerated ad- 
vantages of such a boon, will alwafs cause it to be sought ^ with 
avidity, t will not stop to consider on whcna th« patronage incideM 
to it is to be confenred ; whether the selection uia contnd be tnistad 
to Congress or to the executive, either will be -subjected to appeals 
jnade in every form which the sagacity of intwest can suggest. TlM 
banks, under such a system, are simulated to make the most of th^ 
isrtunate acquisition, the deposits are treated as an Increase otf ci^ 
tal ; loans and circulation are rashlv augmented ; and when the pw> 
lie exigencies require a return, It u attended with embanassmenta 
not provided for nor foreseen. Thus, banks that thowht th«aQselvi0 
«nost fortunate when the public funds were received, fid themselves 
most embarrassed when the season of pajrment suddenly arrives. 

Unfortunately, too, the evils of the i^yMem avs not limited to th« 
iMmks. It stimulates a general mshnpss of enterpriWrand aggravaief 
the fluctuations of commerce and the currency. This result was 
strikingly exhibited during the opwations of the late deposit systsOt 
and especially in the purchase of public lands. The order which 
ultimately directed the payment of gold and silver in such purchases, 
greatly checked, but could not altogeth«r iffevem* the evil. Specis 
was indeed more difficult to be procured than the notes ythkh ths 
banks could themaelves create at pleasure ; but still, being obtained 
tnm them as a loan, and returned as a deposit, which they wereagalBi 
at liberty to use, it oiily passed roond the circle whh dIminiAad 
speed. This operation cotud not h4vs been perfixrmed, had the funds 
or the Government gone into the Treasnrv to be regularly disbursed, 
and not into banks to be loaned out to their own profit, while thef 
were permitted to substitute for it a credit in account. 

"In expressing these sentiments, I desire not to undervalue ths 
benefits of a salutary credit to any branch of enterprise. The credit 
l)estowed on probity and industry Is the Just reward of merit, and an 
honorable incentive to lUrtiier acoulsiuon. None oppose it. whs 
•love their country and undeiftand its welfare. But, wnen it is un- 
duly encouraged ; when it Is made to Inflame the public mind with 
the temptations of sudden and unsubstantial wealth; when it turns 
industry into paths that lead, sooner or later, to disappointment and. 
distress, it becomes liable to censure, and needs correction. Far firosft 
-helping probity and industry, the ruin to wiiich It leads foils most 
severely on the great laboring classes, who are thrown suddenly out 
of emmoyment, and, by the foilure of magnificent schemes never 
Intended to enrich them, are deprived In a moment, of their only re- 
source. Abuses of credit and ac ce ss es In speculation will hi^n>^ ^ 
<iespite of the most salutary laws: no Government, pertiaps, can al- 
together prevent them : but surely every Government can r^nain ttom. 
contributing the stimulus that calls them Into life. 

Since, ferefore, ejcperience has diown, that to lend the public 
money to the local banks is iiazardoos toihe operations of the Gov* 
emmeoL at least of doubtftil benefit to the Institntlons themselves, 
and iModucUve of disastrous derangement in the business and cms*. 
ffuncy of the country, is It the part of wisdom again to renew the con- 
nexion? . , , ^ 

It .is true that such an agency is, in many respects, convenient ts 
the Treasury ; but it is not inoispMsable. ▲ Umitatlon of the ex- 
penses of the Government to its actual wants, and of the revenae ts 
those expenses, with convenient means for its prompt spplicatioB to 
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tlie purpoMf lor which h wm raSfled, are the etijects which we should 
seek to accomplish. The collection, safe-keepiDf , transfer, and dis- 
bonement of the nubile monej, can, it is believed, be well managed 
bj officers of the GoTemment. Its collection, and to a great extent, 
Itvdislnirsement also, have indeed been hitherto conducted solely by 
them : neither national nor State banks, whra employed, being re- 
qidred to do more than keep it safely while in their custody, and 
transfer and pay it in such portions, and at such times, as the Treasuij 
■hall direct. 

Barely, banks are not more able than the Government to secure ther 
meney in their possession agidnst accident, violence, or fraud. The 
■ssTtion that they are so, must assume that a vanit in a bank i9 
•trooger than a vault in the Treasury ; and that directors, cashiers, 
and clerks, not selected by the Government, nor under its control, are 
more worthy of confidence than officers selected from the people, and 
respcmsible to the Government; officers bound by official oaths and 
bonds for a fiuthful performance of their duties, and constantly sub> 
Jeet to the supervision of Congress. 

The difficulties of transfer, «nd the ^d heretofore rendered by 
banks, have been less than is usually supposed. The actual accounts 
idiow that by far the larger portion of payments is made within short 
w convenient distances from the places of collection ; and the whole 
number of warrants iasued at the Treaatuy in the year 1834.-- a year, 
the result of which will, it is believed, alEord a safe test for the future 
-Hfell short of five thousand, or an average of less than one daily for 
each State. In the city of New York, they did not average more than 
. two a dav ; and at the citv of Washington, only four. 
«: The difficulties heretofore existing are, moreover, daily lessened bj 
an increase in the cheapness and facility of communication; and u 
may be asserted, with confidence, that the necessary transfers, as well 
as the safe-keeping and disbursements of the nubile moneys, can be 
with safety and convenienence accomplishea through the agencies 
of Treasury officers. This opinion has been, in some degree, con- 
firmed by actual experience, since the discontinuance of the banks 
as fiscal agents, in May last; a period which, from the embarrass- 
ments in commercial intercourse, presented cdiMtacles as great as any 
tlut may be hereafter appr^ended. 

The manner of keeping the public money, since that period, to 
fiilly stated in the report m the Secretary of the Treasury. That offi- 
cer also suggests the propriety of assigning, by law, certain addition^ 
duties to existing establishments and officers, which, with the modifi- 
cations and safegurds referred to by him, will he thijiks, enable the 
department to continue to perform this branch of the public service, 
wnlhout any material additfon either to their number or to the present 
expense. The extent of the business to be transacted has already 
been stated ; and, in respect to the amount of money with which the 
oAcers employed would be intrusted at any one time, it appears that, 
assuming a balance of five millions to be at all times kept in the 
•Treasury, and the whole of it left in.the hands of the collectors and 
receivers, the proportion of each would not exceed an average of thirty 
thousand dollars: but that, deducting one million for the itteof the 
Mint, and assuming the remaining four millions to be in the handa 
of one^ialf of the present number of officers— a supposition deemed 
more likely to correspond with the fact— the sum in the hands of each 
would still be less than the amount of most of the bonds now taken 
nom the receivers of public money. Every apprehension, however, 
go the subject, either in respect to the safety of the money, or the 
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'Adthful discharge of these flscal tranmaions, may, it appem te mei, 
be effdctually removed by adding to the present means at the Treas- 
ury, the eBtablishraent by law, at a few impcotant polnSSy of offices te 
the deposit and disbursement of such portions of the public revenue 
as cannot, with obvious safety and (Convenience, be left In the poss e s 
sion of the collecttnf officers until paid ovw ty them to tiie pnblio 
creditors. Neither the amounts retained in their hands, nor those 
deposited in the offices, would in an ordinary condition of the revenue* 
be larger, in most cases, than those often under the control of dis 
buising officers of the army and navy, and might be made entirely 
safe, by requiring such securities and exercising such controUiw su- 
pervision as Congress may by law prescribe. The principal omcom 
whose appointments would become necauMury under this plan, taldstf 
the largest number suffgested by tlie Secretary of the Treasury, would 
Bot exceed ten, nor the additional expenses, at the same estimate^ 
sixtythousand dollars a year. 

' ** There can be no doubt of the obligation of those who are entrusted 
with the affairs of Government to conduct them with as little cost to 
ue nation as is consistent with the public interest : «nd it is for Con- 
gress, and ultimately for the people, to decide whether the benefits to 
Be derived from Iceeping our fiscal concerns apart, and severing the 
connexion which has hitherto existed between the Qovemment and 
banks, offer sufficient advantages to justify the necessary expenses. 
If the object to be accomplished is deemed important to the future 
wel^e of the country, I cannot allow myself to believe that the ad> 
dition to the public expenditure of comparatively so small an amount 
as will be necessary to e£fect it, will be objected to by the peoole." 

- 

An attentive perusal of the above document 
will shew to the attentive reader that the exposi- 
tion made of the causes of the difficulties perva- 
ding the country, are not to be justly attributed 
to any action of the General Government, but in 
fact are attributable to the mismanagement of the 
Banks and the extreme follies of those who are 
loudest in their complaints against the evils which 
their over-banking, over-trading, speculation in 
public lands and public stocks, and other exertions 
made by men for the purpose of making fortunes 
without working or following useful occupations, 
and that all those exertions have arisen from the 
facility of borrowing money from Banks. 

No man, with the experience of the last three 
years, could make a better or a more true exposi- 
tion of the causes of all those troubles than Mr. 

16* 
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Van Buren has done in his message : nor could 
any statesman propose more rational remedy for 
the evil so far as the Government is authorized 
to ffo by the Constitution of the United States. 

Every observer of the passing events of the 
time — every attentive reader of the operations of 
Govemmnt, for the last seven years, must be im- 
pressed with the truth contained in that portion 
of the message laid before the reader — ^he must 
well recollect the serious warnings held out by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and by the Globe 
newspaper against the very calamities which have 
occurred: and it is plain that Mr. Van Buren as 
well as General Jackson, foresaw what would 
follow the madness of speculation as well by the 
Banks as by the community. They also were 
well aware that the general source of all the evil 
was the great money power of the United States 
Bank and those other institutions over whom it 
had influence. 

These movements of the Federal members of 
Congress also had their full share in producing 
those evils. Their avidity for place and power 
made them the ready instruments of the Bank, and 
ready to combine with it to destroy the Ad- 
ministration of the General Grovernment, which 
destruction was to be efiected by depriving the 
Crovernment of the fiscal means of support, both 
by the expansions and contractions of Bank is- 
sues — by making the most extravagant appropri- 
ations, far above the estimates proposed to Con- 
gress by the officers of the Government — by the 
distribution law, falsely called the "deposite law,'' 
— by the general suspension of specie payment 
by all the Banks from Maine to Florida — by the 
heavy defalcations of Federal Whig officers, and 
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by the depoeite Banks refusing to pay the money 
of the Government when called upon for it: and 
no inconsiderable part of the difficulties were 
produced by the illegal speculation of the Penn- 
sylvania Bjuik of the United States, in cotton and 
other domestic produce, paying for the same in 
the old notes of the old Bank, ami by selling those 
notes for specie in order to enable her to pay her 
debts in Europe. Ail these matters were com- 
bined for the express purpose of bearing down 
the Administration, in order to set up one over 
which the money power conld bear absolute sway. 
All these things were plain and obvious to Mr. 
Van Buren and his highly talented cabinet ,* and 
it required no common exertion on their part to 
prevent the utter prostration and ruin of the 
country as well as the Government. 

As has been hinted at before, the revenue was 
reduced by the operations of the compromise 
law, which every year lowered the duties ten per 
cent, — the Banks refused to refund the deposites 
— the merchants were unable to retrieve their 
duty bonds; and the Administration, rather than 
reduce them to absolute bankruptcy, indulged 
them as far as the laws would allow, and Con- 
gress hidulged them still farther. The sales of 
public lands fell off considerably. Congress, losing 
sight of all those difficulties and obstacles, by 
means of Whig intrigues and Whig votes, made the 
most extravagant appropriations ingeniously work- 
ing them into such appropriation bills as were es- 
sential to the progress of the Government, so as 
to prevent the operation of the veto power; and 
then turn round and abuse the Government for the 
ery profligacy of expense of which they were 
themselves guilty — ^yet, notwithstanding all these 
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quicksands, rocks and breakers, such has been 
the prudence and good management of the Ad- 
inmistration, that the ship of state has been kept 
afloat and safe without either incurring a heavy 
debt, or oppressing the people with additional 
taxes. 

It is true a few millions of treasury notes have 
been issued ; but, when compared with the vast 
debt due to the Government as above stated, they 
are a mere nothing. The hue and cry was raised 
by the Federal faction agaist those trecisury notes, 
the debt incurred by which they magnified to 
twenty millions. They have been called Govern- 
ment shin-plasters, and stated to have taken the 
place of the shin-plasters of Banks — ^when per- 
haps many of the railers against them never saw 
one of them in circulation: Yet, what will the 
reader say or think of the clamour raised against 
them when he Unds that, of all the treasury notes 
issued, from the 12th of October, 1837, when 
they were first authorized, till ihe 1st of June, 
1 840, the whole sum, outstanding and unredeemed, 
amounts to $2,052,056 77* And this is the Ad- 
ministration so loudly complained of by the Fede- 
ral faction throughout the Union. 

There is good reason to expect that the be- 
ginning of the year 1841, will find the United 
States entirely clear of debt. The five millions 
of treasury notes last authorized, being merely 
to provide against the want of money by the 
treasury, for current payments, in consequence 
of the payments in the fore part of the year be- 
ing greater than the expected income during that 
time, and the small amount of these notes outstand- 
ing, now that the first half of the year is expired. 

»uch prudent management, under such linto- 
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ward circumstances^ speaks volumes for our Presi- 
dent and his cabinet. To meet all engagements, 
without failing in any, without either loans or in- 
creased taxation, and with such heavy sums due to 
the Government, with the abstraction of so many 
millions by what is called the deposite, but what 
has turned out to be a distribution bill : for, though 
the law provides that the states shall repay the 
money whenever required by the Grovernment, it 
has been found impracticable to recover a dollar 
of it for any purpose whatever by the Greneral 
Government. 

A charge has been made against Mr. Van Bu- 
ren for a profligate expenditure of the public 
money; and, to substantiate that charge, those 
who make it take into the account upwards of 27 
millions of dollars deposited with the states; and 
10 millions, appropriated to support a war with 
England, if found necessary to enforce our claims 
upon the disputed territory in the state of Maine 
-'-a single dollar of either sums not having been 
expended by the Government. They have also 
charged as expenditures the full amount of the 
treasury notes, as if all were issued and none of them 
paid or redeemed ; and they have made the Go- 
vernment debtor for the money and revenue with 
which they were redeemed — ^making the whole 
charge amount to more than twenty millions — 
when the utmost it can be charged with is the 
amount as above stated to be, ^2,052,056 77, 
which, on the 1st of June, was the amount outstand* 
ing and unredeemed. The Grovernment is also 
cIuELrged with as the ordinary expenses of it-— the 
expenses of the Florida war— that for the pay- 
ment of Indian removals, and for lands purchased 
of Indians; and, ccmtrasting those expenses with 
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those of former Administrations^ they say that 
39 millions have been expended by the present 
Administration, instead of 13 millions by others. 
This base deception on the people and slander on 
the Government, has been practised by members 
of Congress, who have mutilated treasury reports^ 
and concocted false statements to make out their 
cause, and to operate on the Virginia elections. 

Those spurious documents were scattered 
through that state in millions ; but the true- 
hearted Democrats of that state were invulnera- 
ble, and the popular vote came out favorably to 
the Democratic cause, notwithstanding that, the 
property qualifications of electors, authorizes 
each freeholder to vote in as many coimties as he 
has property in — and men who best know the 
state, have the fullest confidence that, at the. fall 
election, when no man can vote more than once, 
the majority will be at least from 8 to 10,000 in 
favor of Mr. Van Buren. 

To prove the fallacy of these reports, the follow- 
ing letter from the Secretary of the Treasury is • 
given, by which it will appear that the ordinary 
expenses of the Grovemment have not exceeded 
thie sum admitted to be necessary by the oppositicm 
party themselves. In order to swell the amount 
of Grovemment expenses, these men have charged 
it with the amount paid for the following objects, 
which have no connection' with, or form any part 
of the current expenses of the Grovemment. — 
Say — ^Trust funds, which are received and paid by. 
the Grovemment as mere trustees — ^Indemnities 
frpm foreign nations, and paid to the claimants 
by the Grovemment — ^three per cent, on lands 
sold — ^two per cent, on the Cumberland road — 
Occasional donati<»is to the District of Columbia — 
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survey of the coast — taking the Census — Duties 
refunded — ^Ebcploring Exp^ition — ^materials col- 
lected for the improYoment of the Navy, inclu- 
ding improvement of the Navy Yard — public 
buildings of all kinds; — ^Bridges and fortifications 
— roads, canals, breeikwaters, dzic. dzic. — arming 
the militia and forts — ^Pensions — ^purchase of 
lands from Indians — removal of Indians and the 
wars with Indians — ^Payments for property lost, 
or injuries conmiitted during hostilities, &c. &c. 

With all these items, which the reader will per- 
ceive by the statement below, amounted to 
$26,982,797 76 in the year, this Administration 
is charged as the expenses of the Government, 
and then contrasted with the expenditures of for- 
mer Administrations, without one single item of 
the above included. 

« May 7, 1840. 
" Read; and ordered to be printed^ and that 30,000 

" additional copies he sent to the Senvte. 

"Treasury Department, May 4, 1840. 

"Sir: I have the honor to submit this report, in 
compliance with the following resolution passed 
by the Senate on the 24th ultimo: 

** Resolvedy That the Secretary of the Treas 
ury report to the Senate the aggregate amount of 
all expenditures or payments of every kind from 
the Treasury in each year, from 1824 to 1839, 
inclusive, in one column; and, in another column 
for each year, the aggregate amount, independent 
of the payments on account of the public debt, 
whether funded or unfunded; and, in a third col- 
umn, the aggregate amount for permanent and 
ordinary purposes, excluding payments on account 
of objects either extraordinary or temporary — 
such as the public debt ;~ trust funds and indemni- 
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tiea; claims of States for war debts, or three per 
cent, on lands sold; occasional douations in mcmey 
to objects in the District of Columbia, or otiier- 
wise; survey of the ooast; taking the Censna; 
duties reAuided; the exploring expedition, and 
materials collected for the gradual improvement 
of the ri&Ty; durahle public buildings of. all kinds; 
bridges and fortifications; all roads, canals, break- 
waters, and improvements in rivers and harbors; 
arming militia and forts; all pensions, except 
thoae to invalids, and the purchases of title to 
lands from Indians; the removal of Indians, and 
their wars; with such other payments aa have 
been made in those years for property lost, or in- 
juries committed, during any hostilities," 

This resolution was on the same day referred 
to the Register of the Treasury, with instructions 
to prepare the tabular statement which follows: 
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The opposition party, made up of the shreds 
and patches of all parties, discordant and hetero- 
geneous as they are, most assidulously employ 
themselves in preaching up numerous changes in 
favor of their available candidate, who dares not 
trust the people with his opinions upon the poli- 
tical questions of the day — but plainly tells the 
people, through his " thinktng committee," that he 
will make no pledges, or give no opinions to ei- 
ther friends or foes. 

As they well know that without immense 
changes, he can have no chance of success, their 
papers are filled with accounts of changes ; and, 
to carry on the decption the more completely, 
they have men to avow themselves €is "changed 
Democrats," when they never had been on the 
Democratic side, but uniformly in opposition. And 
they have gone even farther in their deceptions : 
They have announced some of the greatest and 
best of men as having changed sides. Among 
other the following correspondence will shew 
that they have even dared to announce that the 
hero and patriot, Andrew Jackson, had deserted 
Mr. Van Buren. 

The Richmond Enquirer of the 6th June, has 
the following letters upon that subject. 

" To the Editor of the Enquirer. 

"FiNCASTLE, May 26th, 1840- 
"In your paper of the 22d instant, just re- 
ceived, I find that the Whigs have been represent- 
ing General Jackson as having deserted Mr. Van 
Buren, and declared in favor of Greneral Harri- 
son. In order to, correct somewhat similar mis- 
representations, circulated to some extent in Bote- 
tourt, previous to oiir late election, I wrote to 
the old hero, requesting his permission to con- 
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tradict them, and I hereto annex a copy of his 
rcfply for puUication; which, I think, is quite con- 
clusive as to his opinion of Mr. Van mren and 
the leading policy of his Administration. In haste, 
"Very respectfully, your obH. serv't., 

« JAMES McDowell, of Fincastley 

(A Copt.) 
"HERoaTAGB, March 10th, 1840. 

^ My Dear Sir:-— Your letter of the 26th ult. 
has been received, and is now before me. I am 
not astonished to learn from it, that the "Rives 
Conservatives" should deny the authenticity of 
my letter, written in answer to one received from 
Moses Dawson, Esq., and published by him in the 
latter part of the year 1837, or the first of the 
year 1838, approving the financial policy of Pre- 
sident Van Buren, as set forth in his message to 
the extra session of Congress, in September, 1837, 
of separating the Government from all Banks. 

" It appears that the Rives Conservatives, the 
Abolitionists and Federalists, have combined to 
obtain the reins of Government in their own 
hands, by a continued system of deceiving the 
people by falsehood and slander of the basest 
Kind, forgetting that the American people are an 
enlightened and virtuous people, capable of self- 
government, who may, by the falsehoods of de- 
signing demagogues and politicians, bo led astray 
for a moment; but the second thought always has 
dispelled, and ever will dispel from their minds 
the gross deceptions that have been at|;empted to 
be practised upon them by these political dema- 
gogues, who think the people- are incapable of 
self-government, and, to saye the people from 
themselves, wish to rule: Vain thoughts! which 
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have heretofore disappointed the opposition, and 
I trust ever will, and must, so long as the virtue 
of the people soars ahove the corrupting influence 
of the money power, which has, for a long time, 
been corrupting the morals of the world. But 
truth is mighty and will prevail; and the virtu© 
of the people will perpetuate our glorious Union 
and happy Republican system against all the cor- 
rupting influence of the combined money power 
and modem paper credit system, and will support 
the Administration in separating the Government 
frOm all Banks, and restoring the Federal Govern- 
ment to the express limits of the Constitution and 
declaration of Independence, as contemplated by 
the sages who framed them. 

**You are authorized to say, to all my Republi- 
can friends, that I am the author of the letter ad^ 
dressed to Moses pawson, Esq., in reply to one 
from him in the latter part of the year 1837, or 
the first part of the year 1838, and published by 
Mr. Dawson in his paper, approving of Mr. Vaa 
Biiren's recommendation of a divorce of the Go- 
vernment from all banks or banking corporations. 

"You are at liberty to use this lettier as your 
prudence may dictate : and I am with great reh- 
spect, 

" Your most ob*t. serv't., 

"ANDREW JACKSON. 

"James McDowELt, Esq." 

The letter above alluded to, the writer of this 
had the honor of receiving from Grenelral Jack- 
son in Dec. 1837; and, a few days afler its re- 
ceipt, observing, in some of the Federal ps^r^ 
a statement that the General had given it as hia 
opinion that the administration of Mr. Van Buren 
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must go down, he was immediately written to, rOi- 
questing the liberty of publishing his letter, as 
the best refutation of the vile slander. 

A speedy reply was forwarded here by the ex- 
press mail, complying with the request; and the 
letter was accordingly published in the Adverti? 
ser and Journal of the 3d of January, 1838. 

As every thing of that nature, from the hand 
of the distinguished hero and patriot, is valuable, 
we have thought it a duty due to the cause of De- 
mocracy to republish it in the present sketch of the 
life of Mr Van Buren. The reader will there- 
fore find it below : 

"Hekmitage, Dec. 17, 1837. 

"Sir: Your letter of the 4th inst. has been 
some days before me, but it has not been in my 
power to reply to it earlier than the present mo-» 
ment. 

" In relation to the aspect of public affairs, 
which, to some of our friends, appears unfavora- 
ble to the hope of ejecting an early separation 
of the fiscal operations of the treasury from the 
agency of banks, state and national^ J see nothing 
which should beget despair, or induce us to re- 
trace our steps, or relax our exertions. The re- 
cent elections in New-York, manifest, it is true, 
some supineness on the part of those who have 
heretofore sustained the ascendancy of the old 
Jefiersonian principles; but they expose also the 
real objects and true character of the Federal 
party, which is ever vigilant to seize ^y pppor* 
tunity which is presented for the recovery of tho 
ground they lost in the establishment of the pro* 
sent Constitution, and in the memorable contest 
of '08 and 1800. Such an opportunity was af 
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forded in the present crisis, by the division in thd 
Bepublican ranks, respecting the means which 
should be immediately adopted to increase the 
metallic basis of the circulating medium, and 
place the Government money, or rather the mo- 
ney of the people, in a state of proiier security. 
If this division has thus cost us a defeat, may we 
not hope that it is but temporary, and that it will 
bring us again, as it has always done before, a 
solid and lasting victory; a victory which will be 
the result of enlightened co-operation and concert 
on the part of all true Republicans — sacrificing 
all minor differences, and rallying as one man to 
the defence of the great principles which it is the 
design of the common enemy, the Federal party 
to overthrow. 

"Amongst those, styled Conservatives, in the 
present division of parties, there are doubtless 
many who sincerely believed that it would be inw 
possible to manage the public revenue without the 
agency of banks. When they see, however, as 
they now must, that their convictions on this sub* 
ject are not sanctioned by experience, and that 
they cannot advocate the further employment of 
state banks without aiding the designs of those' 
who are determined to recharter a national bank^ 
it is but reasonable to expect that they will co- 
operate heartily again with the majority of their 
old Republican friends. Ifthere were any among 
this party who have taken the name of Conser- 
vatives, merely as a cloak to hide their treachery, 
that developement will -be a fortunate one, whidt 
will enable us to know who they are. 

" I cannot suj^pose that the recent elections in 
New-York, are to be ascribed, as has been inti- 

17* 
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mated, to such a cause; but, if they have been, 
the vigilance of the people of that patriotic and 
*mlightened state, will, doubtless, soon inform us 
that the true corrective has been applied. It is 
not necessary however to indulge such a sup- 
position. There are many other causes sufficient 
to account for the result; and from these causes 
I anticipate much future good to the Republican 
party. They admonish each of us to do his 
duty, and not to doubt that the vessel of state will 
«ast her anchor in a safe harbor. 

" No greater calamity, in my judgment, can 
befall the country than the failure of the recom- 
mendation submitted to Congress by Mr. Van 
Buren, respecting the separation of the public 
funds from the banking influence. It is manifest 
that unless the measure is adopted, the laboring 
classes of the community vrill continue to be ex- 
posed to all the evils of an unsound currency. It 
will not be too much, to say that the people will 
be "hewers of wood and drawers of water" so 
long as the currency is regulated as it has been by 
the banks, speculators and stock-jobbers. That 
the people have so long submitted to the injustice 
and loss which have attended all the efforts which 
have been made to secure a good currency, by the 
establishment of banks of mere paper issue, is a 
proof of their forbearanc**^ but not of their ap- 
probation of a system which is radically bad. — 
Now that they have an opportunity of acting 
fully for themselves on the subject; now that the 
bank speculators and money dealers have openly 
forfeited and disowned all claims to their confi- 
dence and further forbearance — to suppose that 
tliey will fail to do their duty, is to accuse them of 
donroneracv. 



LIFE OP MARTIN VAK BUEEN^ 199 

" I have not a doubt, myself, that they will 
unite from Maine to Louisiana, in saying to the 
aristocratic few and their money power, '^ Enjoy 
as you may of right do, in a free country, your 
wealth; but do not ask us to invest it with the 
privilege of debasiag the currency and controlling 
the Government." I have not a doubt that they 
will sustain the President in administering the 
Government, agreeably to the original reading of 
the Constitution, wherein we are all secured a 
metallic currency or its equivalent, and none of 
the curses of their depreciated paper. 

" I participate with you in the regret expressed 
at the attitude occupied by Mr. fiives and Mr. 
Ritchie, in the present contest. None of us, 
however, doubt their good intentions; and I feel 
confident they will soon see that nothing good is 
to be attained by a further struggle for a restora- 
tion of the connexion between the banks and the 
treasury. After the treachery of the banks to the 
Government, it is vain to suppose that the peo- 
ple can ever be induced to acquiesce in their em- 
ployment again as public depositories. What se- 
curity can we have that they will not always sus- 
pend payment, when those who control and make 
money out of them, will find it their interest to 
do so? Let it be borne in mind that the recent 
suspension occurred at a time of profound peace 
with all foreign nations, when our exhaustless re^ 
sources were all in successful operation; and then 
let us consider what would have been the conse- 
quence if such an event had happened in a critical 
state of war. The banks, in such an emergency, 
would have held in their hands the sinews of war, 
without responsibility to the General Govern- 
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m6ht. Managed as they now are, by those who 
use them as instruments of profit, they wouH 
have been unable, even if willing, to meet the 
demands of the public necessity. Is it reasonable 
to suppose that the people can acquiesce in the 
idea of trusting the public defence to such corpo- 
rations? Rest assured they never will: and those 
who are so unfortunate as to entertain that idea, 
will find that all their attempts to give effect \o 
it are of no avail except to aid .the party which 
is anxious to defeat the Republican will. 

" The truth is, sir, that the separation of bank 
and state, was supposed to have been accomplished 
by the Federal .Constitution as it now reads.— 
The union of the two at the close of the Revolu- 
tion, was as odious as that of church and state, 
and such will now be found to be the sentiment 
of the great body of the American people, wherever 
the question is fairly submitted to their judgment. 

"I am aware that the confidence I reposed in 
the state banks, when the removal of the depo- 
sites was determined upon, is used to justify, not 
only the reunion of the banks and the treasury, 
but also as an argument against the consistency 
of those, who, like Mr. Van Buren, sustained that 
act of my Administration. I admit that this con- 
fidence existed, and had some influence on the 
considerations which prompted me to resort to 
them at that time as a substitute for the Bank of 
the United States, when this latter insultting took 
the political field, and avowed the insulting right 
to expend the public money in disseminating its 
anathemas against the Greneral Government. It 
was natural for me to seek for a substitue for 
such an institutiwi in the state banks. These 
banks were in operation, and, if prudently maa* 
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aged, conld have filled up the vacuum occasioned, 
by the winding up of the United States BaiJu 
without producing any serious change in the com- 
mercifid or business operations of the country.^ 
They could not at least do worse than the United 
States Bank had done; and it was but charitable' 
to indulge the hope that they would do better.— 
But was this confidence well founded? and whose 
fault is it that it was not? Let their treachery 
to the Government and the people answer. Every 
day that the directors of those banks met at their 
boards, they knew their liabilities and their assets 
to meet them. They were repeatedly and ear- 
nestly cautioned by the treasury department not 
to over-issue ; their charter prohibited it. Their 
solemn obligations to the Government and peo- 
ple, and every principle of moral honesty for- 
bade it. Still, in open violation of all obligations, 
they suspended specie payments in a time of pro- 
found peace with all foreign nations — robbed the 
treasury of many millions of money, and cried 
out at the same time that the treasury was ban- 
krupt, 

<^But, aware that the Administration cannot be in- 
jured by the charge that confidence was once repos- 
ed in the state banks, the raw head and bloody 
bones of. the purse and the sword, in the heuids of 
the Executive, is conjured up for political efiect. 
There are none who resort to this humbug, who 
believe that the danger exists which they so clamor- 
ously deprecate. Their only wish is to delude the 
people, and obtain their sanction to the domination 
of banks and their irresponsible paper issues. Tey 
know that Congress is vested with the power to 
lay and collect taxes, to raise armies, of which • 
tbe President is charged with the direction^ and 
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also with the due execution of the I^ws; that by 
UW, all money appropriated, Ib speedily applied 
tb the objects of its appropriation ; and that one cent 
cannot be drawn from tne treasury but in pursu- 
ance of law, and on the warrant of the Secretary 
of the treasury, counter-signed by the Treasurer 
aild first Comptroller. That the President is 
iovmd by solemn oath to see the laws faithfully 
executed — end that, to every Congress, the Secs- 
rttary of the treasury is bound to make an ex- 
pose of all the disbursements, which is examined 
by Congress. That the President, for failure of 
duty, is liable to impeachment. Away then, with 
this raw head and bloody bones: It is only a de- 
vice to continue the usage of taxing the people 
lor the benefit of banks — an effort to take the re- 
venue out of the hands of responsible, to plac© it 
in those of irresponsible agents, who will use it 
to increase their issues of paper money, and thus 
expose the Grove rnment and people perpetually to 
the injuries which we now experience from the 
want of a stable currency. 

"If the revenue be received in gold and silver, 
it will force the banks to resume specie payments, 
keep them within the bounds of just bankin||r 
principles; give the people a metallic currency, 
or its feir equivalent, and put an end to over-trad- 
^ ^ ing and wild speculation, which have been so long 
X the bane of our country. 

« Is it not then our duty to rally round such a 
measure, and are we not wrong in doubting the 
diisposition of the people to sustain what is so 
Utianifestly their interest and for their welfare? 

"In separation of the Grovernment from the 
I6ftnks, we secure to labor its fair reward in on 
ofadeviating tender of value— every honest pur* 
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guit 1$ promoted, tlie Government is relieved from 
the political influence of the money power, legiih 
lation is purified, and the Repuhlican feelings of 
our citizens* are cherished. 

" The mint, for the support of which the peo- 
ple are taxed, will then he employed in its pro- 
per office, that of coining the metals, which, in ex- ' 
qhange for our profitahle commodities, will stea- 
dily flow into our iand. 

"On this subject, sir, I acknowledge that I feel 
the deepest interest, as I am persuaded it is preg- 
nant with consequences of the highest impor- 
tance to our beloved country. If we are not now 
able to occupy the ground prepared for us, by 
those who framed the Constitution in respect to 
the influence of banks and monied institutions, I 
fear that its recovery hereafler will cost the peo- 
ple difficulties and disasters, compared to which, 
those that have been occasioned by the recent 
suspensions of specie payment, will be as nothing. 

" The idea that in the event of war, if the banks 
are again employed as public depositories, it will 
be in their power to stop payment, and thus de- 
prive the nation of its means of credit and sup- 
port, is sufficient, in my judgment, to enlist the 
ardor of every patriot on the side of those who 
will refuse to commit so great a trust to any mo- 
nied institution. All experience tells us that mo- 
ney is the sinews of war, and that no nation can 
be long free and independent, which places the 
element of its power in hands that are irrespon- 
sible in their very nature. Such would be our 
situation if the banks, as at present organized, re- 
tain the public money. They could much more 
easily in war than in peace find an excuse for 
refusing payment and violating theii" pledges to 



1204 LIFE OF KASTnC VAN BUBSNT. 

the Grove rnment; and all who are conversant with 
history must be aware that these are exigencies 
from which we are not exempt in a state of war, 
when the bankruptcy of our Grovernment would 
force it to make a dishonorable peace, if it did 
not compel its submission to a foreign yoke. 

^^ Looking at the subject in this light, I indulge 
the hope that all true Republicans will discard the 
idea of ever again trusting the public money to 
banks. 

" The plan proposed by Mr. Van Buren, ex- 
poses us to no hazard: On the contrary, if 
adopted, it will simplify the operations of our 
revenue, purify legislation, by removing from it 
the corrupting influence of money, and insure 
peace, harmony and prosperity to all the great 
and diversified interests of our country. 

" Excuse the haste in which I have thrown to- 
gether these ideas. They are but an outline of 
the general views which belong to the subject: 
Yet, short and imperfect as it is, I feel that it has 
required quite as much labor as my infirm state 
of health enables me to bestow upon it. Thank 
irg you for your friendly solicitiude for my per- 
sonal welfare, 

"I remain yours truly, 

"ANDREW JACKSON. 

" Moses Dawson, Esq." 

That the course pursued by Mr. Van Buren, 
since his elevation to the Presidency, has been 
perfectly agreeable to his illustrious predecessor 
lu that office, the letters foregoing, from the hand 
of that distinguished citizen, are incontestible evi- 
dence : and they have had insertion in this work 
in order to convince the great Democratic family 
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of the Union, that, however, for factious purposes, 
the Federal Whig press, or the stump orators of 
the opposition, may misrepresent the present feel- 
ings of the old hero, on the great questions now 
at issue in the country — he stands as steady as 
the rock of Gibralter. Let no Democrat then be 
led astray by designing demagogues or corrupt 
editors, as to the feelings and wishes of that 
great man, either on those questions or his pre- 
ference in favor of Mr. Van Buren's re-election to 
the office he now holds, and in which he has so 
faithfully redeemed his pledge that he would tread 
in the steps of the illustrious. Jackson. 

We have now brought our work to a close : and 
we cannot take leave of the reader without ex- 
pressing our regret that, under the circumstances, 
(among thecbief of which is our want of ability,) 
we could not render it more worthy of accepta- 
tion by making it more complete. The great in- 
justice done to the illustrious subject of it, by 
the writers and the speechifiers among the oppo- 
sition, by their slanders and misrepresentations, 
appeared to call for something of the kind — yet, 
to make it more generally useful and effective, 
it was necessary to confine it to a small compass, 
and also as much as possible to hasten its publi- 
cation. All these circumstances combined, it is 
hoped that its imperfections will be overlooked, 
and a liberal all owance be made for the circumstan- 
ces under which it has been put forth to the world. 

We shall therefore conclude with an endeavor 
to answer the question. What has Martin Van 
Buren done for his country that he should be 
elected a second time to the Presidency of these 
United States? And this question we answer,' 

18 
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that, underBtonding well thenature and the.misohief 
attending that systdm of banking which had sub- 
stituted the filthy rags, called hank notes, for the 
C(Hi8titutional currency of the country, he greatj^ 
^lightened the minds of his fellow citizens on the 
subject; and, by his steady and persevering oppo- 
sition to that system, he has paved the way for 
its destruction. 

While Grovemor of New-York, among other 
reformations, he introduced the safety fund sys- 
tem, which has no doubt contributed largely to- 
wards the steady course pursued by the banks of 
that state — has stemmed the torrent of corruption 
atid fraud, which has rendered the prime mover 
of the mischief comparatively powerless in pro- 
ducing that universal ruin contemplated by the 
demagogue Biddle, for the purpose of forcing 
from the Grovemment of the Union a new charter. 

Ho has been mainly instrumental in extending 
the right of suffrage to his fellow citizens of his 
native state. 

He was the steady and unflinching friend of the 
second war of Independence, and contributed large- 
ly toward the means of defence of the country 
in the most glorious period of that war. 

He enlightened the minds of his fellow citizens 
on the sub^t of internal improvements by the 
Greneral Government, which, if not resisted by 
General Jackson and himself, would have de- 
stroyed the Government and dissolved the Union, 
by entailing upon the country an interminable 
debt, and wasting the substance of the people. 

He reccommended to Congress a separation of 
the fiscal af&irs of the Grovemaient from Baidcs, 
and it gives us great pleasure to state that a law 
for that purpose, has passed both Houses of Con- 
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gressy and was si^ed on the glorious 4th of 
July, 1840, hy the President of the United States, 
Martin Van Buren. 

This is a new era in American history, which 
ought to he celebrated as a second Declaration of 
Independence and deliverance of our people from 
the despotism of the great money power, which 
almost immediately succeeded that of a British 
King and a British Oligarchy; and, from. the day 
on which that power was organized in shape of 
a United; States Bank, it has ruled the country 
with a rod of iron. But, thanks to an al^wiae 
and benefiocnt Providence, and to the honest par 
triot, who, acting under his dispensation, recom- 
mended that measure to Congress and the peo^ 
pic, a complete emancipation has at length beeik 
eJBTected, and the last act of the Eevolution con? 
summated: For well are we convinced Uiat the , 
United States of America were never free until 
that bill was signed — ^Laus Deo /" 
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The writer of the foregoing pages considers it 
but justice to this great and good man, that the 
law, establishing the Independent National Trea-^ 
sury, should be sent forth to the world as his 
work, assisted by the worthy patriots of both 
Houses of Congress, who voted for it. 

In addition to this act of justice towards the 
President and the Congress, there is another mo^ 
tive for annexing the law to this little book : It 
is proper that the people should perfectly under-* 
stand the manner in which their treasury is ma- 
naged — a piece of knowledge they never before 
possessed. Under these considerations, then, the 
law is quoted correctly and verbatim, without dis- 
guise, without abridgment, and exactly as it will 
stand on the statute book, for the examination and 
strict scrutiny of the people, who will now have 
an opportunity of judging of its merits by their 
own observation. 



UFS OF MASTIN VAN BUBBN . 209 



AN ACT to provide for the collection, safe-keepingii 

transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Jiepresentaiivet' 
of the United States of Atnerica^ in Confess (usembled^ 
That there diali be prepared and provided, within the 
new Treasury building now erecting at the seat of Gov- 
ernment, suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the 
Treasurer of the United States, his assistants and clerks; 
snd sufficient and'secure fire-proof vaults and safes, for the 
keeping of the public moneys in the possession and un- 
der the immediate control of the said Treasurer: whieh 
said rooms, vaults, and safes, are hereby constituted and 
declared to be, the treasury of the United States. And 
the Treasurer of the United States shall keep all the pub- 
lic moneys which shall come to his hands in the Treasury 
of the United States, as hereby constituted, until the some 
are drawn therefrom according to law. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted. That the Mint of the 
United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and the Branch Mint, in the city of 
New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, and th« 
vaults and safes thereof, respectively, shall be places 
of deposite and safe-keeping of the public monevs 
at those points respectively; and the Treasurer of the 
said Mint and Branch Mint respectively, for the time be- 
ing, shall have the custody and care of all public moneys 
deposited within the same, and shall perform all the du- 
ties required to he performed by them, in reference to re- 
ceipt, safe-keeping, transfer and disbursements of idl 
8ucn moneys, alccordingto the provisions hereinafter con^ 
tained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That there shall be 
prepared and provided, within the custom-houstee now 
erecting in the city of New York, in the State of New 
York, and in the city of Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, suitable and convenient rooms for the use of 
the receivers-general of public moneys, herainaftcr di- 
rected to be appointed, at those places, respectively; and 
sufficient and secure fire-proof vaults and safes for the 
keeping of the public moneys collected and deposited 
with them, respectively; and the receivers-general of 
public money ; from time to time appointed at those points, 
shall have the custody and care of the said rooms, vaults 
18* 
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and sates, respectively, and of all the public moneys de- 
posited within the same ; and shall perform all the duties 
required to be performed by them, in reference to the re- ^ 
ceipt, safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of all 
such moneys, according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 4. •diid be it further enetcted^ That there shall be 
erected, prepared, and provided, at the expense of the 
United States, at the city of Charleston, in the State of 
South Carolina, and at the city of St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri, offices, with suitable and convenient rooms 
for the use of the receivers-general of public money here- 
inafter directed to be appointed at the places above named ; 
and sufficient and secure fire-proof vaults and safes for the 
keeping of the public money collected and deposited at 
thoM points respectively ; and the said receivers-general 
from time to time appointed at those places, shall have the 
custody and care of the said offices, vaults, and safes, so 
to be erected, prepared, and provided, and of all the pub- 
lic moneys deposited within the same; and shall perform 
all the duties re(]|uired to be performed by them ; in refer- 
ence to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 
ment of all such moneys, according to th^ provisions here- 
inafter contained. 

Sec. 5. ^nd be it further enacted^ That the President 
shall nominate ; and, by and with the advice of the Sen- 
ate appoint four officers, to be denominated *^ receivers- 
general of public money," which said officers shall hold 
tneir office for the term ot four years, unless sooner removed 
therefrom ; one of which shall be located in the city of New 
York, in the State of New York ; one other of which shall 
be located at the city of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts; one other of which shall be located at the city of 
Charleston, in the State of South Carolina ; and the re- 
maining one which shall be located at the city of St. 
Louis, in the State of Missouri ; and all of which said 
officers shall give bonds to the United States, with sure^ 
ties according to the provisions hereinafter contained, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties of their respec- 
tive offices. 

Sec 6. And be it further enacted^ That the Treasurer of 
the Utiited States, the treasurer of the Mint of the United 
States, the treasurers, and those acting as such, of the vari- 
ous Branch Mints, all collectors of the customs, all the sur- 
veyors of the euatoms acting also as collectors, all receive 
ers of public moneys at the several land offices, and all post- 
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masters, except as is hereinafter particularly provided, be, 
and they are hereby, required to keep safely, without loan- 
ing or using, all the pubic money collected by them, or oth- 
erwise at any time placed in their possession and custody, 
till the same is ordered by the proper department or officer 
of the Government to be transferred or paid out : and when 
such orders for transfer or payment are received, faithful- 
ly and promptly to make the same as directed ; and to do 
and perform all other duties as fiscal agents of the Gov- 
ernment, which may be imposed by this or any other acts 
of Congress, or by any regulation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, made in conformity to law ; and also to do and per- 
form all acts and duties required by law, or by direction 
of any of the Executive departments of the Government, 
as agents for paying pensions ; or for making any other 
disbursements which either of the heads of those depart- 
ments may be required by law to make, and which are of 
a character to be made by the depositaries hereby consti- 
tuted, consistently with the other official duties imposed 
upon them. 

Sbc. 7. And be it further enaetedj That the Treasurer of tho tTiii- 
ted States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the United States, the Treas- 
arer of the Branch Mint of New Orleans, and the receivers-general 
of public money hereinbefore directed to be appointed, shall, respec- 
tively, ^Ive bonds to the United States, in sucli form, and for such 
amounts as shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, by 
and with the advice and consent of the President, with sureties to the 
satisfaction of the Solicitor of the Treosuiy ; and shall, from time to 
time, renew, strengthen, and increase their official bonds, as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, with tho consent of the President, may direct: 
any law in reference to any of the official bonds of any of the said 
officers to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Seo. 8. Aiid be U further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, at as early a day as possible after the pas- 
sage of this act, to require from tho several depositeu-ies hereby con- 
stituted, and -whose official bonds are not hereinbefore provided fiHr, 
to execute bonds new and suitable in their terms to meet the new and 
increased duties imposed upon them respectively by this act, and 
with sureties, and iu sums such as seem reasonable and safe to the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, and from time to time to require sucli bonds 
to be renewed and increased in amount and strengthened by oevr 
sureties, to meet any increasing responsibility which may grow out 
of accumulations of money in Uie hands of the depositary, or out of 
any other duty or responsibility arising under this or any other law of 
Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further erutcted, That all collectors and receW- 
ers of public money, of every character and description, within the 
District of Columbia, shall, as frequently as they may be directed by 
•the Secretary of the Treasury, or the Foetmaster General, so to do, 
'pay over to the Treasurer of the United States at the Treasury there- 
of, all moneys collected by them, or ia their hands ; that all such C(^ 
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leocon and recelTon of public moneyi within the citieg of Phltadel*^ 
phia mod New Orleans, shall, upon the aarae direction paj over ui the 
Treaaurera of the Mima in their respective cities, at the said Mints, 
all public moneys collected by them, or in their hands ; and tliat.ifll 
such collectors aud receivers of public moneys within the ciiiw of 
New York, Boston, Charleston, and 9t. Louis, shall, upon the sama 
direction, pay over to the receivers-ceneral of public money iit their 
lespectlvo cities, at their ulTices respectively, all the public moneys 
collected by them, or in their hands, to be safely kept by the said re- 
spective depositaries, until otherwiAo disposed of according to law; 
and it shall do the duty of the said Secretary and Puslmaster Genemi 
to direct such payments, by the said collectors and receivers, at all 
the said places, at least as often as once in each week, and as much 
more frequently, in all cases, as they, in their discretion, may think 
proper. • 

Sbo. 10. Aful be it further enacted^ Tliat it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Tre:iaury to transfer the moneys in the hands of any 
depositary hereby constituted, to the Treasury of the United Slates ; 
to the Mint at Philadelphia; to the Branch Mini at New Orleans ; 
or to the ollices of either of the receivers-goneral of public moneys, 
by this act din>cted to be appointed ; to be there safely kept, acc«ird- 
ingio ll»o provisions of this act; and alsi) to transfer moneys in the 
Kainds (tf any one di'posilary constituted by this act u> any other de- 
positary constituted by tlie aame, at his discr<>tion, and as the safety 
of the public tnnueys, and the convenience of the public service shall 
fieem t:) rorinirc : which authority to transfer the moneys belonging to 
the Post OAice Department is also hereby conferred upon the Pbst- 
inaster General, so far as its exercise by him roa^r bo consistent with 
tho provisions of existiD-; laws ; and every depositary constituted by 
this act shall koep his account of the money paid to, or depoeited 
with him, belonuinfitu the Post Ofiice Department, separate and dis- 
tinct fruiD the account kept by hioi of other public monevs so paid or 
deposited. And for tlie purpose of payments on the public account, 
Usliail bo lawful fur the Treasurer of the United States to draw upon 
any of the said depositaries ; as he may think most conducive to the 
public interests, or to the convenience of the public creditors, or both. 

8xc. U. And be it further enaetedt Tiiatthc moneys in the hands, 
care and custiMly, of any of the depositaries constiiuieil by this act, 
shall be consiiiered and iield as deposited to the credit of the Treasu- 
rer of the Uuite\l States, and shall be, at all times subject to his 
draft, whether mrnle fir transfer or disbursement in the same manner 
as though the said moneys were actually in the Treasury c.f tiie Uni- 
ted Slates, and each depositary shall make returns to the Treasury 
and Post Offlce Department of all moneys received and paid by him, 
at such times, and in such form, as ehall be directed by tlie Secretary 
of the Treasury or the Postmaster General. 

Sic. 12. Ami be it further enacted. That the Secreury of the 
Treasury shall be, and he is hereby authorized to cause oxatninatinu 
to be made uf the books, accounts, aud money on hand, of the sev- 
eral depositaries constituted by this act ; aud for that ])urpose to ap- 
point special agents, as occasion may ret^uire, with such compensa- 
tion as he may think reasonable, to bo fixed and duclared at the time 
of each appointment. The agents selected to make the:se examina- 
tions shall be instructed to examine us well tlie books, accounts, and 
returns of the oiQcer, as the money on hand, and the manner of lis 
being kept, to the end that unifonnity and accuracy In the occouuts, 
as well am safety to the public moneys may bo secured thereby. 
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: Sbo. 13. And be it further enacted, That In addHion to the 

iiliitioiis provided for in the last preceding section, and as a forthc 
guard over the public moneys, it shall be the duly of each naval aOi» 
cer and surveyor, as a check upon the receiver-general of the public 
moneys, or collector of the customs, of their respective districts ; of 
each ulster of a land office, as a check upon tiie receiver of hla 
land <^ce ; and of the director and superintendent of each Mint and 
Branch Mint when separate officers, as a check upon the Treasurers, 
respectively, of said Mints, or the persons acting as such, at the olo0» 
of each quarter of the year, and as much more frequently as they 
shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury to do so, to exam- 
ine the books, accounts, returns, and money on hand, of the receivers- 
general of public money, collectors, receivers of land offices, Trras- 
ureis. and persons acting as such, and to make a full, accurate, and 
faithful return to the Treasury Department of their condition. 

Sbc. 14. And be it /urther enacted. That Uie said officers respec- 
tively, whose duty it is made by this act to receive, keep, and dis- 
burse the public moneys as the fiscal agents of tlie Government, may 
be allowed any necessary additional expenses for clerks, fire-prooC 
chests, or vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe-keeping, trans- 
ferring, and disbursing said moneys \ all such expenses of every 
character to be first expressly authorized by the Secretary of th0 
Treasury, whose directions upon all the above subjects, by way of 
regulation and otherwise, so far as authorized by law, are to be strictly 
followed by all the said officers : Provided, That the whole number 
of clerks to be appointed by virtue of this section of this act, shall 
not exceed ten, and that the aggregate corapensatiens of the whole 
number shall not exceed eight thousand dollars, nor shall the com- 
pensation of any one clerk, so appointed, exceed eight hundred dol- 
lars per annum. 

Sbo. 15. And be it further enacted^ That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall with as much promptitude as the convenience of the 

Sublic business, and the safety of the public funds will permit, with- 
raw the balances remaining with the present defKMitaries of the 
public moneys, and confine the safekeeping, transfer, and disburse? 
ment of those moneys to the depositaries established by this act. 

Sxc. 16. JMd be it further enacted, That ail marshals, distriet 
attorneys, and others haviiig public money to pay to the United 
States, and all patentees, wishing to make payment for patents to be 
issued may pay all such moneys to the Treasurer of the United States, 
at the l^easury, to the Treasurer of either of the Mints, in Philadel- 
phia or New Orleans, to either of Uie receivers^eneral of publie 
money, or to such other depositary constituted by this act as shall be 
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, in other parts of the 
United States, to receive such payments, and give receipts or certifi- 
cates of deposit thoefbr. 

Ssc. 17. And be it further enacted. That all officers charged by 
this act with the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic moneys, other tbtan those connected with the Post Office Depart- 
ment, are hereby required to keep an accurate entr^of each sum re> 
ceived, and of the kind of money in which it is received, and of each 
payment or transfer, and of the kind of currencv in which it is 
made : and that if any one of the said officers, or of those ctmnected 
with tne Post Office Department shall convert to his own use. in any 
way whatever, or shall use, by way of investment, in any kind of pro- 
perty or merchandise, or shall loan, with or without interest, any pac- 
tion of the public moneys entrusted to him for safe-keeping, disburra- 
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ment, traDifo*, or for any other purpom, eyery mich act shall be deeoMhl 
aikl oil judged to be an embezzlement of 00 much of the«iid mMieyt- 
as shall be thus taken, converted, invested, used, or loaned, which i» 
hereby declared to be a felony, and any officer or agent of the United 
Stales, and all persons advising or participatins in such act, being 
convicted thereof before any court (tf the United States of competent* 
iturisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not lenr 
than six months, nor more than five years, and to a fine equal to tte 
amount of money embezzled. ji^ 

Sbc. la And be it furUur enaetedy That until the rdnos, offioei^ 
Taults, and safes, directed by the first four sections of this act to MN 
oonstructed and prepu«d for the use of the Treasurer of the Unittd' 
'Slaites, the treasuers of the mints at Philadelphia and New-Orieaat^ 
and the receivers^eneral of the public money at New-York, Boston^ 
Charleston and St. Louis, can be constructed and prepared for U9ei.li 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to procure suitable 
rooms for offices for those officers at their respective locations, taoA t» 
contract for such use of vaults and safes as may be required for the 
safe keeping of the public moneys in the charige and custody of those 
officers respectively, the expense to ba paid by the United States* 

Sso. 19. And be it further enacted. That from and after the thir- 
tieth dav of June, which will- be in the year one thousand e^ii 
hundred and forty, the resolution, uf Congress of the thirtieth day of - 
April, In the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, so Urmt 
it authorizes the receipt in paymeiii of the duties, taxea^ sales of tutih 
lie lands, debts, ands urns of money accruing; or becoming payable to 
the United States, to be collected and paid in the notes of specie 
paying banks, shall be so modified as that one-fonrlh part of all sufih 
duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money accrv 
ing or becoming due totheUpited St:itr>£, shall be collected Intlte 
legal currency of the Uniterl States ; and from after the thirtieth day 
of June, which will be in- the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty one, ott& other fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of piib>* 
lie lands, debts and sums of money, shall be so collected ; and thai 
from and after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and f{>rtytwo, one other foortii pari of: 
all sneh duties, taxes, sales uf public lands, debts and sams of monsyi 
shall be so collectedc and th^ from and after the thirtieth day of ■ 
June, which will be in the year one thousand . d^ hundred aaft 
li»rty-three,the remaining fourth parted the said duties, taxes, sales of 
public lands, debts, and' sums of mtmey, shall be also collected In 
ttie legal currency cf the United States; and from and after the lift 
mentioned dav, all soms accruing^ or becoming payable to the United 
SiMesi for duties^ taxesy salee of public lands, or other debts, and else 
all siune due for posta^resy or otherwise, to the General FMtOflk* 
Department, shall be paid in gold and silver only; 

Sso. 20. And be it further enaeiedi That from and after the thirll- 
e«lrday of Jnne, which will be in the year oue thousand eight hum 
dredand ifffty-tfaree, every officer or went engaged in maldnipdief 
InirsenwHts on account of the United &atoe, or of the General Bosi 
Oflloe, shall make all payments in gold and silver-coin only; aad 
any receivieg or disbursing officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evades 
or violate, the provisions (Mf this act, and the last preceding section of 
this act, flball, by the Secretary of the ' TreBowry, . ne immediately re* 
pMrtedtothe^Brosident of the United States, with the fiictaof sndi 
nofleot, evtaUm^ orviolaUony and also to GCognm,if in lenioQ, and| 
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If notlnseflilon, at the commencement of its session next aflertiie 
Eolation takes place. 

Sbo. 31. And be it further enaetedj That no exchange of fundi 
ahall be made hy any disbursing officers, or agents of the Otnrernment 
ef any grade or denomination whatsoever, or connected with anr 
branch of the public service, otherthan an exchange for gold and sit- 
Tor; and every such disbursing officer, wlien the means for his dis> 
bnrsements are furnished to him in currency legally receivable un^ 
4er the provisions of this act, shall make his payments in tlie cur- 
rency so furQiished, or when those means are furnished to him in 
dr^ts, shall-^use tjioee drafts to be presented at their place of pay- 
ment, and properly paid according to law, and shall make his pay- 
ments in the currency so received for the drafts furnished, unless, lii 
olther case, he can exchange the means in his hands fur gold and sil- 
ver at par, and 60 as to facilitate his payments, or otherwise accommo- 
date Uie piublic service, and promotethe circulation of a metallic cur- 
lenoy. And it shall be, and it is hereby made the duty of the head of 
Ike proper department, immediately to suspend from duty any dis- 
Inining officer who shall violate the provisions of this section, and 
fiMTthwith to report the name of the officer, or agent, to the President, 
wfthdie&ctof the violation and all the circumstances accompany^ 
inc the same and within the knowledge of the said Secretary, to th« 
end that 0uce officer or agent, maybe promptly removed from office, 
or restored to his trust and the performance of his duties, as to the 
Preoident may seem just and proper. 

Sbg. 22. And be it further enacted^ That it shall not be lawful fur 
the Secretary of the Treasury to make or continue in force, any ge- 
ii«ral order, which shall create anv difference between tlie dififerent 
branches of revenue, as to the funds or mediunf of payment, in which 
debts OT dues accruing to the United States may be paid. 

Sbc. 23. And be it further encteted. That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Trsasury to issue and publish regulations to en- 
force the speedy presentation of all Government drafts for.payment at 
the place where payable, and to prescribe the time according to the 
diflferent distances of the depositaries from the secft of (^vemmen^ 
within which, all drafts upon them, respectively, shall be presented 
lor payment, and in default of such presentation, to direct any other 
moae and place of payment which he may deem proper; but in all 
those reguuttiottfl and direeiions, it shall be the duty of the Secretaiy 
of the Treasury to guard, as for as may be, against those drafts being 
itted or thxown into circulation, as n paper currency or medium en 
ttchuige. i 

Sxo. 24. And be it further enacted. That the receivers-general of 
.poblic money directed by this act to be appointed, shall receive re- 
qwctively the following salaries, per annum, to be paid quarter* 
jMurly, at the Treasury of the United States, to wit : the receiver- 
general of public money at New-York, shall be paid a salary of four 
thousand dollars per annum ; the receiver-general of public mo* 
ner at Boston shall be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred 
d«lars per annum ; the rec^ver>eneral of public mon^ at Charles- 
ton shAll be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars per 
annum ; and the recetver-g^neml of public money at St. Louis shall 
be paid a salaij of two thousand five hundred dollars per annum ; 
the treasurer of ttie mint at Philadelphia shall, in addition to his 
present salary, receive five hundred ddlars, annually, for the per- 
nvmanee of the duties imposed by this act ; the treasurer of the 
braach miot at NewOriean* shall alM receive one fhonmid dolUiv 
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annually, for the additional duUes created by this act ; and these sa- 
laries, respectively, shall be in full for the services of theT^speclivo 
officers, nor shall either of them be permitted to charge J be receive 
any commission, pay, or perquisite, for any official service, of any 
character or description whatsoever; and the making of any such- 
charge, or the receipt of any such compensation, is hereby declared 
to be a misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted thereof, before 
any court of the United States, pf competent jurisdiction, shall be 
subject to punishment by fine, or imprisonment, or both, at the discre- 
tion of the court before which the offence shall be tried. « 

Sec. 25. Andhe it further enacted^ That the Treasurer of tlie Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby authorised to receive at the Treasury, 
and at such other points as he may designate, payments in advance 
for public lands, the payments so madfi, in all cases, to be evidenced 
by the receipt of the said Tr^wurer of the United States ; which re- 
ceipts, so given, shall be receivable for public lands, at any public 
or private sale of lands, in the same manner as the currency autho- 
rized by law to be received in paymwit for the public lands : Provi- 
de ftotoever, That the receipts given by the Treasurerof the United 
States, pursuant to the authority conferred in*\his section, shall not 
be negotiable or transferable, by delivery, or assignment, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, but shall, in all cas&s, be presented in>pa^- 
ment for land by or for the person to whom tlie receipt was given as 
shown upon its face. 

Sbc. 26. ATid be it further enac/«d, That forthe purchase of sites, and 
for the construction of the offices of the receivers-general of public mo- 
ney, by this act directed. to be erected in filiarleston. South Carolina, 
and at St. Lonis, IVIissouri, there shall be, and hereby is appropriaied, 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise apprbpd- 
ated. <(10,000, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who is nerebv reouired to adopt plans for the said <^- 
ces, and the vaults and safes connected tnerewith. and to cause the 
same to be constructed and prepared for use with as little delay as 
shall be consistent with the public interests, and the convenient loca- 
tion and security of the buildings to bp erected : Provided, hoxoever^ 
That if the Secretary of the Treasury shall find upon inquiry and ex- 
amination, that suitable rooms fur the use of the receiver-geneml at 
Charleston can be obtained in the custom-liouse now owned by the 
tJnited States at that place, and that secure vaults and safes' can be 
constructed in that building for the safe-keeping of the public money, 
then he shall cause such rooms to be prepared and fitted un, and such 
vaults and safes to be constructed in the custom-house at Charleston, 
and no independent office shall be there erected. 

Ssg. 27. And he it further enacted^ That for the payment of the 
expenses adthorized by this act, other than those herein before provi- 
ded for, a sufficient sum of money be, and the same is hereby appio. 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted^ That all acts or ])arts of acts 
which come in conflict with the provisions of this act be. and the 
. same are hereby repealed. 

R. M. T. HUNTER, 
. Speaker of the House of Kepresetitativest 

RH. JiT. JOHNSON, 
Tic^-Preaident qf the United Stales, 

and' President of the Senate, 
APPBOVXD July 4th, 1840. M. VAN BUREN. 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE UBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 



^M^ .'&Tlu>Y 



CH. 



mm 



